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RETAIL SALSS IN CANADA, JANUARY, 1938 
(Indexes of Value) 


The value of Canadian retail sales declined slightly during January compared 
with January, 1937. The unadjusted general index, based on monthly returns from 308 firms 
in 13 lines of business, was 61.5 for January, 1938, and 62.d for January, 1937, a 
decrease of 2.1 per cent. 


When adjustments are made for differences in the number of working days and for 
seasonal variations, average daily sales during January registered 2.0 per cent higher 
than for the same month a year ago. The adjusted index numbers were 75.3 and 73.8 for 
January, 1938, and January, 1937, respectively. 


Unadjusted index numbers indicate improvement over last January for three out 
of thirteen kinds of business covered. Hardware store sales gained 15.1 per cent; 
women's clothing, 4.2 per cent, and music and radio, 3.9 per cent. Declines shown for the 
other groups were small, ranging from 1.0 per cent for department stores to 9.1 per cent 
for candy stores. 


Department Store Sales by Departments, Comparison of January, 1937 and 1938 


Sales of the 20 departmental firms which reported January sales by principal 
departments declined 9. 8 per cent in January of this year compared with last. 


Hosiery and gloves advanced 5.3 per cent; girls‘ and infants' wear was up by 
4.1 per cent, and women's dresses, coats and suits gained 1.1 per cent. Smallwares gained 
2.0 per cent; household appliances, 1.7 per cent, and the miscellaneous group, 10.1 per 
cent. All other departments registered declines. Men's and boys’ clothing was down 4.6 
per cent; furniture, 4.4 per cent, and shoes, 2.7 per cent. Radio and musical instru- 
ments were down by 15.3 per cent, this loss being in continuation of percentage declines 
recorded in all corresponding-month comparisons since May, 1937. 


Department Store Sales by Departments, Annual Totals for 1936 and 1937 


A table giving a comparison of department store sales by departments for corres- 
ponding months of consecutive years has been included in this monthly report on retail 
sales since the beginning of 1937. Annual figures for those firms reporting for all 
months of 1936 and 1937 have been totalled and the results are shown on page 7. 


Sales of those departmental firms included in this comparison were 231,116,853 
for 1937 or 5.8 per cent above the 218,510,435 for 1936. Results for different depart- 
ments reveal considerable variations from this average. Household appliances and elec- 
trical supplies made the best showing with a gain of 18.8 per cent, and this was followed 
by furniture with a 15.7 per cent increase, while home furnishings were up by 11.5 per 
cent. Increases for the radio and music department in the earlier months of the year were 
more than offset by decreases apparent in the corresponding-month comparisons for all 
months from June onwards, resulting in a net decrease of 8.6 per cent in the annual 
figures. 


Gains in various divisions of the apparel trade were fairly uniform at 5.3 per 
cent for shoes and other footwear, 4.6 per cent for men's and boys' clothing and furnish- 
ings,and 4.0 per cent for women's and children's apparel, Piece goods were up 2.9 per 
cent. Regults for other departments are shown in the table. 


Index Numbers of Department Store Sales by sconomic Divisions 


The index of department store sales for Canada declined 1.0 per cent during 
January compared with January a year ago. British Columbia sales advanced 4.6 per cent 
and Quebec sales, 4.3 per cent. Sales of Ontario stores dropped 2.4 per cent, while fig- 
ures for the Prairie Provinces and the Maritime Provinces declined 4.2 per cent and 7.6 
per cent respectively. 
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index Numbers of Grocery and Meat Store Sales by #conomic Divisions 


A 3.4 per cent decline in grocery and meat store sales for Canada was shown for 
anuary compared with January a year ago. The general downward trend was reversed in 
lberta, where a gain of 6.9 per cent was recorded. Manitoba sales decreased 16.3 per 
ent; British Columbia figures were down 11.1 per cent, while a 10.0 per cent drop was 
hown for Saskatchewan. Smaller percentage decreases were shown for Quebec and Untario, 
here sales totals were 3.1 per cent and 2.0 per cent lower than for January, 1937. 


Index Numbers of Hardware Store Sales by sconomic Divisions 


Very substantial advances in the Maritime Provinces, yuebec, Ontario and the 
tairie Provinces, with a smaller gain in British Columbia, resulted in a 15.1 per cent 
ain for hardware store sales in Canada during January compared with January, 1937. The 
ollowing percentage gains are shown: Maritime Provinces, 21.5 per cent; Ontario, 18.8 
er cent; quebec, 14.7 per cent; Prairie Provinces, 10.6 per cent, and Britigh Columbia, 
.6 per cent. 


Index Numbers of Variety Store Sales by dconomic Divisions 


A 1.6 per cent decrease compared with last January was shown for variety store 
ales for Canada. Gains of 19.0 per cent for Alberta, 9.4 per cent for lianitoba, 6.3 per 
ent for British Columbia, 0.8 per cent for the iWlaritime Provinces, and 0.2 per cent for 
uebec, were offset by declines of 5.1 per cent for Ontario and 8.6 per cent for Saskat- 
hewan. 


Corresponding-luonth Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, by Kinds of Business 


I TN TT CT LE EE 


December, 1937 J 
+ Ot = PC. 


4 si compared with 


Pensre. BNdEK vo. 6534 TSS ELS 
DOCi Gy EMOMDNOCS «<\ss ences o> 
DOUG Vas Ate Bees ce eek eke 
OM BPO UOUNI ES 14 ae oe Oe ve Ws. 0 
Nomen, o worn ine Seer eert ss 
OMe r OMOEA L Pic id 5 inte ae oun Hie. a8 4 
ped NE) BS eS Sa ae Pe ae 
Dyers and Cleaners ..sceseve 
Perniturs Oe Pee ERE Ee eee 
Groceries and Meats ...e.ee. 
ROWE A yigtisdc ese cae babe 8s 
PCCP ANd RAGLO> «a0 a6 sid'ee a0 6 


Besreurania 44), 2% t2 4 foe 


Variety eeeeweevoeeeeeeeeeeevee@ 


STI | ee ee 


; hen = tats 


‘i? 2) 


a andi 


tO. Shab wey VeXee | SooNENATS 
Joma bea: aoe eed | ReDme 


1 
= : - wr Gs. 


A 


~ 


‘ gaone inal WE. | 
otetu ydeiaay tek wc ass astaasia sinill gts bavstendl poor 
nag &- ’ BOO Te mrs 4at. dneo tag fh, ab gadis idl tayo (tO he hau 
non treo hee S$. be hie: epetyons, elk "ual gut. set tees, a9 
atpiae wot Theo 182 3.0, ane singin. mot tees Seq, f1< 14 ats. 


x2 " 
’ re . 
‘ ty be ‘ “> 
fmpiteut 20 nbri wd obine®. ae aol ae Leeeen sail 
1? ie : : P 
3 
Pye ee ae vine cngagcmermnnh heer sg tie een =. se ten seer mt fi org r raeam poeta it 
‘ : i) as oe 2 
* ; oe) t Um a ' 
augmentin OFS h fate na Saeed ate ; states pes Oe eee = 
«hu i, 2 bay i - ° 5 “Y ar . ao ae 4 ‘ ine “ay ae : 
ae’ Fl 3 ; 5 . ; 
. a Fl Acs ay i? se Ba) aD 
qthipiittanaindes 10. ip = by EMS Sua we ens ae)  —_ a Ee sy" mpg pw ~ aati we ous “ ‘ : } 
ARETE pet Late SNeS baa hoe my 0 a ed 3 4, ans 2, be 
gee et ese) htet ok Ree ater | Oeer ae Ss 
SRS a . we =] Z Lem 4 a Kn ‘a a Paine Ryinineoy + eben —_ 4 i Tehal 7 > sie eet Seger whe ee 
4 " + ob : 4 z : | ©  - p a ye 
ee ee fee me es mE Oe i dren 
. 7 ) SG | i a : u § j a 
, = ‘7 i hy uy 4 7 S . . 
4 : , Py > < vy ae 
‘ ete" , os © | Dome” q « i owen?! 1 ie 4 ) eh oe 4 pee ase 
L } - NB 
| a ee itemnairee ee | re este ee Fie ae eg bE eee 8 5 oe ae bs Boe - wre: 
: t V4 te ee HM % ro a, a ‘ae Wee as * A 
- f rere le, e447 R | # o Bt 3 {oe 5 a | Cake 4 hie 4 ean ee raw ees a 
Gan tiene. ha ee ld ee ee Eee 
~ 4 } ee. Z - : eee F 
= we, - i) t Pa ; ¢ 4 ga - » wv u 5 = { j A¢« c ‘ : ee seeaWVnve ae past 
. “ 
t & hs | 2 F 4 3 
4 i = % 7 7 " 8 ehor 
: Gy ln he Py a POUT a ; of ; > A 5 _tixewsece® res 5. ae 
N ee ' r ay es 
° ' . 
¥ - ‘ ee. , oo 
+ = e 
ee fall Ds — a oe # fh, i h me, 2 L } » ag een as “oan 
t } = { } ’ aa & 
5 “ Mi ’ vy 2 Ap s 
ae Cal ai Cia ee he sh vate FP ve if soosiiie eee 
; 7 i ™ 
ri ' i ‘ ao 
i Pi . ‘ o | y « 
a a i ¥ aes 
eae on Pe Son a a oe ae tears pee “yxoneal | 
» : ‘ ‘ 7 . 
ic ry H , 4 ee d 
~ » ' vi | ¢ | ” » “. y 7 ee ry = 
oe 4 ae mar S24 are” | ; iw ~ oh ; ; ees eee ea 
; Le my { a ioe aS 
‘ * . any 
i J = 
é ay % > b { Se f 
hts br ik Lee . é Ver 4 «% . 4 a : we eeoan a tao jae 
‘ Z Ppt a 
e ' } 4, . 
i t i j 1. F 5 4 
C ~Ae i Atk , * ; : . = ’ on Nhs on eawe SRE 
: e % ' " 1 
i- 7 ‘i : ; . 
be ae sy ” e. " e ¢ * : aX ‘ : { a > hen 5 ee ene aya ee (? othee tee. oad 
- P rs i a8) | aa 5 
. or ee. ; a bs), a ‘ eee 
Us.svwA~ . a ae ae : e-vd _” < ¢ = ' t ih 2 » sen eee aee *é2e886 viaptiateeh 
* : = , . s ' F 
Oak Oe ef 7 a “+ +} ra. i Pe are | : i oat ‘ ay ve vnldyeda | phe tas’ | 
4 4 te ' ‘ 
SSE. CC -— aa v4 o noth gee Sher * ‘. - - v oan we 
“4 5 ; . a aaa | 
q 


Soho ee T°0et 1 0706" | T° 0ct |e °Str | 0°09" | F*9ceT |S "OTT | 9216) | ELE | 2*62et | 0768 sees sroqmeeg 
Page 1 OSEG™ | eee S= [st SLE 1-6 °96= | 9°56 Gipoe | 0s= (coe | Vo | Eck | peels "|e 26) sees TJOQUeAON 
S065 | IGG. | OF 9g 1k POT 2 OTE 1-1 -09- 1 2hS= | 2 6G< f ecg” 1 2*cg* | Br lg> 131708 pea es < tera 
Seg ene 19s fe a0 (ee 1 eh FEC 09 | 1 99e eo Jeeigg= 1°S*59- 1 Qt2g: Lz*TE veers sequeqdes 
Seger | Tcoe 1216s jadi tl= | 26 e6y lovers |e 71S: | s0G> 1 ofTh= | #2655 | 2265) | 26h tcc oF? qenony 
Gabe ties g | cle 69 FeO One | G56 GS | ioe SS | GELee | Oc0S= poptel. 1 es9bL | OfTes [stot pee ste 
OREOe (er on fae 1a 96 ce= | 9570 = 1-5 265- | DESb bree FSO" | Of PTE T*ETT Ett EES EO OMe, 
Oeroe | Oeege  FATe fo0FT rE e = 0-50 = 5 19S | £5095 1 0209= "| 0 The |-0 76.) EtLGL [9tol pS eS ee eee 
goGo= | 670) | Otth= | €7TL- | 61g | bee 16°95. | ven: | dele | gtiL. | tog. | ete. | S*9h RECS Cae Se ae 
Beem a0 osa6o) faves ET 070k = [2cs see | Lo7es (2 259e | bots | eet9oe | otcoe | ts soeceeers YOTRH 
Geen eo err Peon Ole (eee GrSee | CSR | 909. f ReSGe | eke | Ct9RS | weebe Y GtSE sreeee ArenIgey 
Patow | ects (ete | t0sbbe | SITs tees. ossss | Petre cst | leeoe | Deep) | of ep’ [| ptt seeeeee Arenuer 

| | : : | , Teer 

f t i 

9°19 | 9°9P- | T°Se J|ocll | gros | 06 L°TS |Q°Qe 1 6°6E FE L°99 1E*Se | otHy p e781 €°€g 1 S°T9 |e g€ét ‘Axenuep 
PEISE (scszbk | £4 , Deo ee Serge: | see 92655 (2 Sibe cAEP | L°%9 bs O'v? Qe°€L | 0°29 : cee LE6T ‘Arenuer 
O55. | ERGEL | O66. 10% OL | 9°99 Tace= | 09GSs | Oters | Le 1 tO | PSOne) OSG! | 92995 1 1215 *e* Of6T ‘Axenues 
E°GS* 1} T*QE | EGE | 9°LQ> | Oey | THD: | Gres | HrGE | QrbeS 435 799= | GSH: | STEM | E997 | ETL e* GE6T ‘Avenues 
E7005 | H2TVE | 62TH. 140895" | OTLE | 6°9f Pecos | Tuy | Giles | E692 | OSs | VeSHS 1 iG509= | 9"LS "** yE6T ‘Arenuer 
9°19 | Step | zttey | etr9 | otzy | rte O= 299 | SLs | OE9ES 1 1GE0LS | GS9h= Ia es | 6999> | 2°95 se* €€6T ‘Arenuer 
VOGEL | OGTSL | AICSL. | ieelo.. | chr | v°S¥ v°ah | Q°9S | O°T9 : EEEGE 1 O-T9=| GSC9° fF 268LE- | 5259 ses 2E6T ‘Arenuer 
S°QL | 2°vs | GSLS= PEGtTQe | QIESS | TLS] | wtSGes | T*49 | ¥°99 2°06 | 2°29 | T°99 o°T6 | ¥°9L *e* TE6T ‘Arenuer 
ELLOTY DPPLSY Gepror | y6torT| Til | o*9L 6*OTE | 22g | 9° 62 1OT) 22195 | G219% 1 OfOTT 4¥*26 "** O€6T ‘Asenuer 
cz0cEl 6779 | stor | ztrt | btke | 9°28 LOGETY S165 | STIbS | OSETT Gets "** 6261 ‘Aszenues 


= 


y.UuoW pue meex 


ETEQS 4 F0SL6TY OFOET | 
pee es 1G ee oe ae 
(sureyg €T ! (suteyo suteyp Q) | 
BUTYLOTO 8, USUIOA BUTYLOTO 8, Udit Apueg | 


Page a a ee = 


seoyug pue s100g 


xepuy Tes9ueHy 


Se ee a as eek Be ae SESS ea 9 oe ae wae On ape ep a eee 


iS Ss eee eee 


= — On Eee ee 


*SUOTYBTIBA TBeuUcoSveg puse sfheq Sssoutsng Jo szequny sz0J3 peyenlpy °9 
*sheq ssoutsng Jo sequny Joy pez,oers0y °g *peysn(peug vy 


(OOt = OF6T HOd HOVUHAV) - SHIVS TIVITY AO SUTaWON XSCNT 


a re i a ee 


pry whe 
. a 4) & 
" “iQ et has 
oa Pion oh abd 
bs yen ~ 
- 
| ach o ey i VER la ce 
, w “ * e 
i Bin EY a 
“i 1. 
i 
ct 
Be Syed Bias. 
y- & ob ahs 
' + oe: 
" ie fe © 
’ ¢%) La * 
' pee 
< i> . ~ 
Sa ae ane 
¢q : Toh a 
iy * “ * 
au been, ety 
ree ee 
4 fx, 
ft 
+ j 
it 


amy at eres cae ee ee 


— — —_* 
a) th 4. 
= ss i: 


a} 


“4 
pro ee ee 
g . 


: poner ZL Steal ee ay bt 8 
- a eee aay Eun os ‘ < da oes ar oe 


LEhEASeG . BPReSE 


ae Bn Ee = 


~ ate al Es 
ro 5 Te ‘a wry 


t PEN Gr oF Pee ne ena ie 


Te ck + ree 
CX Ee ee” QE 


ig 
had 


i co 
“i i.9 #%) 4-2 Swe 
. f ar wee is pa a 
Ae PA el Se ee Fs p 
; ¥ 


+ areal = inaeeinatied i> at manoemsla cl ne em A Ne RE 


if) oi Urs i oud wee Jae tae es is. 
o we * 3 > . a 


Ge tur hy gl Gao > Cs a2 
Al OQ 04x9 al sl pee Se tea 
eet entra oe te ee =!  anameesamniianll eee a mane ttcimey| 


Leer ee de) ae roe Ae Br PA Las ies os am 
i 


i - _— = ——" _ ney ie ire — 
Ta ae oe Aw aeiw on & ae 
a Ss wr O aa ek a AS me eR Se 


Se or pu Me C6 ee ke Ce rae 


u 3 ee ae et 
; é ’ « * 
“A © 6 
ee : 
2 ree See 
ce ¥ ‘ 


- ee wmmerge eg TIL I | Ma LE a en oe 


Le 
° +- 
~ 
An 


2y" > 


“| Fiovy | eae | 


Ce «08 - ry a “= 


venient sedated nial 


y= * “ 2 6 * 
; i, 1 oO oe ed ‘te Oe 
oy CL. sare CY a ee Pe ee fir Cr or 


fie as Jey gy red ets Bo his = St 
u - 
pt 4 ee | ceaaasiae 2 NM TILL AST LE LTTE A 


CD Mee ae ae Pa al pian = 
» 


« 1 
‘ ‘ * 4 + * we 4 ~ + 
pees es ee cr i < ae, ae ae pt oe 
2 wh 9) GO, ty ee 4 Oy Gee a oe to 7h * 
- fe) fers 
-_ oe eee a an ah ln ee 
. > fi . 
MAES See ee re rdf | 
> bi * — Coe | 2 
‘Sp * an “oe 4 ot rs 6% 
iy —& one ES Ps by ‘ 
ee. '. “sy 
. . Ca = = ” 
LO TF) oe tee 
=) a 2 t* 24 & 


4 Palet ACS eee) Ot . mao eet ae Ae ~ i ae Gye 
4 re ' * ‘ « % ‘ * 
7 ee WS Si Cosh ie is 
iA cr Lar a o oo - a see TE, 
a << i <4 3 
NO aI Pa ree = ™ MY a A ES cu — —— re : 
* ine ‘ my e é ‘ s ‘ * . -_ «* + f * yom ¢ t 
*— Ga i> teers Sof: in EY) Gf) 9) oe wie OG ers 7 
rs fa jim oOo a ag i Ube) Cis iv ee worn € “BF 4 
‘ 5 oe : ; 
te ~ ~* - te errs -+ Et ee _— - _——— - _ —_ — i \-+ 
j « - . . i oo . - ° . o = i é = 
ri od iy Pa ON Gt 3 Wa ete e ros A a oe ee 3 
H = » -<. ~ . ft * . ° ” « mI e a - oy } 
4 om UA ES ot Ph Ss i i oh Ate S&S Dt & iow : 
ti . of org ee Ae G Grew ri fel Qe Cr 2 6 > 2 ; 
a a ee ae : Z = 5 ; is + AN, {: 
98 ee ac Nemes mca ee tet AARNE ee — sy re —— ; < = ‘ : + 7 
al . * * * ‘ . . * . * + . @ ye - Los 
AS o r a . ° é * * ‘ « ’ * * * + « * ‘ 7 : =C 
» . e a ‘ a ¢ Py . ' é 4 e * * ° *¢ a 
4 * ‘ 4 i * * : , hh. : 
z < ° a , ££ & ‘ Vows Oe oi gre t ~~ . : We 
mee oan > «a. & PPA th Far mT) J Pesci 
i be ae | a) ae , 6b <a vD “Go ru <o - >= -o a o eT 
oe oa ; 4 x = © cs Pa Se Ba Ses 7 re Pe F ies : 4 - 
a ae 1 5 ire “tik - 
“ _ ee 2 . #3 ta a 2 em Z a) 
e > ed _— fw ria - 2 < as fa j = & “ — owt r-* 
pI - a Ww. ® ~~ 2 we & Pe ae oe) ee pe os 
oe ‘ o <a <& iw Cw is & ® b » & be ib 
i tie 28 BES 7 SESE ESSEEES 
a oe u am h- 2 es eR S 2 » i & S Ss : ; : 
> : 2 & o iy * & & 
# ‘oe : ~~ ee er SP ee et St 3 


— an AS RE AM A A IG | BS I OS eS 
SS SSS Si oe ee ~ = 


sea i A Mp A ARN A Rt RE MR A A MR A OR A OI a ER Se he re SS eee 
SE saa na en RR AES Aa AED MSN A AR ARS RA SE A RS i OS RS RI Aa SRA AE eS a a RE 


eS i bee ae ee cere eee eee, 
Les | 2°08 : 5 ae 2 Le és | 9°%S | Ae 34 : L°S9 | bpy 1 1st Oe bh | Ow ie Sh 98 Cl lea | 2°98 | 22°00 Krenuee 

| tea = eal wea 

| ! ' { \ i 
T°TOT | Z°ROT} 7'ZOT ¥°ER | L°e6 | & "x6 | C°lQ= | 1719 | E09 <S] 69>) 2°96 =)-c"66 | Q° LQ : yPCET | 9° teaeaa BOM e Oey 
Epo: 1G *t Oye eG : GET6 ayer “26 eG ee eee 0°59 | i OR Sess eee a a 6°6h | 1°t6 | 6°16 | e°2*c°? zequeaoy 
1°72 | Meas 5 eee: LPG ei VOUT 1p °t Ot sP cr Ot | 6d ek od Gg 9°20 = 1°99 SG Ek a v2 6 0 ee pee Oro T8085. 35 
yog | £999 | eve | 9°78 | Teo 20re| OF 0054 9°46 ep °vG =) 600 | EBL “iv ek SP 9°6h od grep 1 6°09 ateenee* zeque deg 
0°ER | 9° Ole st Gh ap 92 Lt S02 1G °B8 Lk lies 9°oh 20" o) eee Tb 9 "es Copa zo Pen [Oees °° * pen dny 
7°EQ / bte Sie ses eae eee, : ee-7 GFE = 1c 00. 45°19 OF Gir-=* 1° Or 1°09 | t9l | 6°09 pepe (erane * one eye 
G2G0 = 1 6° oO "Sarr SA aE tS | Corer a 6 OR) SOT ee 60r pis SD aor Le SP GR Hos ie =i ~Gaoe =) Rage *4P s —eoey 
eh | epee dat lo thy mere “TE ce CET SE E198 | 6*Lot| 9°S0t ; €*el : Ce Gok Gl 2 Gtea CFG <4 Ont ee oe hep 
cute ge eS P69 1-07 70 | E°Q’ | oo oy ae | 0°56 p20 Se GG hie ek ee oO ae | 9°hL | Stu sees orale 
by hve se 72e. Sp Gop e4 CEL | 1° Rd pc Oo, CES a Ob oye GL aye: T° | Legis S20F ~-O" Ora sae een 
9°0R | 6°Rh : vod oie Ge 4e°99. Se eo OS ey Ttge} o%ze 9°SL C° vd hy 19°95 ere Arenige gd 
€°6L | O°LL | 96h | 9799 | 9°9S | SOS | 9769 | Fer | Gg) ereh pe ok | & "BL ) eitle OSG Chis | er Aa 

| | | | | i | beot 

| | | | | | f 
£*20 | 6°6s | T* LL | L°2o 9°7S | 2°tS 4 1°69] bor 1 2°SY | O° bie, OF ee Gh 9° al sy 1299 | 9°9S | °°? QeéTt ‘Aaenuer 
St6) orks | 9°76, 4 9°9@ | 9°RS | ge) g8aos 9 Bp ste 2) vrei 2°OE sk OR 2] Co eksy gr lS -leeeks * | eetakter “Axenmer 
Gol 2k dic Sit € fal looy 1679p Forth 1 O°TS 16°TS | QL | 6rOh jg°eh | 6°S9 | Lees | g°es | Ph” 961 ‘Avenuer 
goon ee te ree te eh 1 | yen ote al OTE | 9°05 bh Gech-9° Gh. TO*DE etek at 199 | ves | Lo ae GT renee 
9°€, | vt lool OPES ss 2TLY | eS Vee CS Oe 6°TL | 0°69" 4-0708 Gea JESS <1 tes “gaat ye6t ‘Axenuer 
2°Th | 1°69 eho SELIG mi 2*E ja" eS 9) Tao 2] So spe 5) GP Elcs 6° OR ch Oko] 9199 L TREO = aon = 4 akin ea Seen 
OGL -PO°Ok | £°6L OTeres TG 400*2S | 9G | C929 Aten <=] lvoe] E°G |p "ES | gc al | 2°29 | G19 LatteetéT “Avenuer 
9°16 | é-90 i7°S6 1 9°69 | ¥°99 | 599 GEOG Seo P49 59 E°v6 | S°06 | L°vs 2°16 : off) | t7SL fee teét ‘Avenue 
L°QOT | "SOT | 9°90T | 2° ROT | T°08 wee 6°66 | 6°0L ee CPt <6. 4S" 66 Z°€TT | St06 | 0°26 fet’ O€6T ‘Azenuer 
peor | 1°66 0 *66 eset | g°ne | 79g | TF96 | e7p9 | 2°50 ZeeOl 4 Tao | -T LOT 4 Or 0tr bree | T°6Q9 | °r° 6261 ‘Axenuer 
| 
eee at a | eee aes 
sudty 92) aD BYES — (suTeuod 2) 

sqyeem pue setse0014y eINngetTuUIny SzeuBeTO pue sazeiq g3ni¢ 
= SSS SS Se eS SE = Ten Sa Sa SE eS 


“suoTLeTIeA Teuosveq pues sfheq sseutsng Jo sequiny s0j peysnfpy *O 
"shaq sseutsng Jo sequNN Joy peyoets0O *g *peqsn(peuqn “y¥ 


= BE Ot. 


HOT = OFel UOd TOVERAY) - SHIVS TIVIGY GO SUMEMNN XHANT 


en awe met Soe ee oe ee ee 


4 Kad ae (tn 4 G cee oF Ce 


3h: 


~~ 


ee 
6 eo 


°oa* 
wh Os, 


al ae 


wprr ae 


~m 

ae te hae wre he alee ey 

DAB ( ro te res) ry Neer 
oe Oo oe Sie a wa = 
_ Sra Ort a t+ et + 14 
i " ’ a « ©. , > yo 
aly ve a pe ed) ee. t ¥ orn id -4 

ee ee or al Pe +e 

7 7 ae — an ba hate int Sem it 
ae bot Aas Awe oe 
-« © ‘ * ‘ 

pare ee te TE oy ct Sens A 
4 4t ae.) me “ey fi fi ee > a 


owe nd ves ’ jeden ) Te > 
4 ea] ee i ja ee ~<a fo at oF 

4 # ae ao® 

a. Wy ei Tt eed, he ee 4 + OY 
ce ee Str 3 eB ie ate ork ote 5 
tale —— — . = <_< ee 
= . a. : An i. eR OV es 

my seal ‘ath pee Cer —| Of ge SS bet ihe ¢ Ww 


7 e ba) . , 4 “ * é 4 4 ® f : 
ee aks we eS Ss e 
= ie eC Ome co ee ee OE ee a a Ay a] 


— a 


Tc op St ers hee oes | a ; 
CR REN wg et tle cee Nard ete Ae etek ain El ays) eens 8 ee i ey a - 


os Nees a ‘De: oO += ~~! wim wt wh ars Of Sf - - ” j 
i ® S : = .’*« : > “ - 
ni Te eel eS Tal SS ky" y Oe SS a “9 a 
&) 65 fue .< te te rel Se ei) aaa oy i 
4 p 
‘ 
st Ce taal a —_ & - + ree — — ~*~ OA OE DAS 
7" FI) ee - (i + foo Hoshi 


a ? 2 oo 2a m 

bh ’ * « 2 4 a + 
nH ff cy -e Do wm Ge % Pe ero Cc wc ty «4 70d 
a #2 wis ora ont Cs ore are 


* Fs « 4 ¥ ° 
ting ee © An, oo EF: A CoV At ef 2 4 
; oe) af Cl wos so | si -—4=- Crt #0 «7 
t= 
- ~ - ‘ - - ame yee) — may 
tl my 3th ree 4 =] *- <\ 
= ‘ » 6 
' ser" eo t ~~ OF Le’ "a P-—|™ vey 
~ a “a rs a Go & S -) 
~ Hip ow 
i £ 2 > - Jud = = | a 
. 7 
4 * y= -— wir ‘ nr 
”- - ad " za a»! * TY “—_ 
Gy G&G Lane ei “—" ~ 
° - 
2 i. = 2 > & in 
~~ bn re af J a2 - 
= = — << ’ - o- -™ 
* « 
Chee Gy oat > Qf Ve ‘ 
A Ce Ths Pe oe A > 
. ee? eo et ‘ 
. = » — >» ~ f—» ~~ 
—_ *~ 
wr Lad 7 —~ 2 
& -— a & 7 =~ ew “ 7 «ot a ' 
S «A Mia) “ & ‘ a ‘ . 3 Pa ye 
~ ~3 es « ~~ = eB tp a es > o& 
= 4 - no & & » 2 - © 2 = =e & 4 
ies Be a iad spa o Go & eB P 6 
am uP ¢ 
a) > 2 Yi oo 2°09 % 
ny reefs a © ee sal 


Las Mn rie ges ee ee ee eee Ses: <a scion eget ener] 

OPES 2 20g PTA TS €°6p | O'R 6°6 | 2°25 | T°TS | seeeees Krenuer 
Qtet 

OSS [arog eG de Pua eh 9 L°08 } v°06 | T°26 | eeee** seqmeseg 

BOS =) 6566 [22 °GG S*OL | S*Th | Q°TR | Q°TQ 1 Ht ferse+* soqmonon 

S65. £45 | -€°96 0°S9 | Q°S9 G2 e 10556 | 1°96 | ******> “goqonon 

6°VS |9°LS | 9°96 Reo (5 °°LQ | C°VOT | §°2OT | *°°** azeqmeqdoc 

Rts | Tes | ¥°gs Oe | Tee 1599 S58 16°06 [ tctsee2* asnBny 

BS OGG = )52°96 Oe oe a 90 Ges! Soaks | Ostet ese hie 

9°€S | C°VS | Hees Q°fv | rrr | Sele | T*vOT] O°90T] °72eee"e%° oune 

eG eG ees G°SS | O°+S CES ee CUA g oe Se es EE ee 

2°9S | L°9S | 2°95 €°0S | 6°0S 0°19 | ¥°06 | Eos a ee ay 

Ney eas at a.) es bg seas 2 Lae ll yy la oe Oe Pp TO. 1 ae 

Fae pee BS | L*0S v°0S 1 Ey “2°00 16° er | e*zy- 1 282" Arenages 

Phe io Go Q°SS | 6*TS | 6°2s WoLy | 6b pe er S| Popy foots? Azenuer 
Q°€6 ; | | : evby 1 0°OY bb °96 fe°es a) TTS. | °° Se ecer *haenuee 
7°69 | ply | @°on [e°zg LE°Syel very ee E6T ‘krenuey 
9°61, | ey 9°cy | eke | E°99 [eee 1 o°6E | te" 967 ‘kxenuep 
G°6L pe 1 oe fee 19 = 9 °C hors °° GeGT ‘Axenuer 
¥°ZQ OS Ge Ce B°t9— E6790 ue] 6°15 2S ye61 *Axenuse 
9°€Q go Oe | Fe — far SG CCl ea yee | Pe CGY FAaentey 
ropa ; O°Gh 1 L866 [20°¢O FR0s 1 9*%h6e | °°%ezchr *érenver 
€°L6 h*yo | 0499 | G°G6 | 2°09 : T’T9 | °?* TE6T ‘Aaenues 
| gO | WEGOT 1 2*yTT+o°e1 [eck 1 ** Socet = sxeneer 
evel | Spel ) 6°Q2T | 2°te | S°2g [eee 626t ‘Arenuer 
gop PotD jes 

sureug 6) WITT 6 yLUoM pue seE8z 

OTpey pue otsny eTemMpsey 


ea a ee 


a 


“SUOTJeTIVA TBUCBeeg pue skeq sseuTsng Jo azequNN JOJ peisn{py °o 
*sXBq ssoutsng Jo sequnyy 103 peqoera0g *g *peisn{peugq *y 


(OOT = O€6T WOT WHVUSAV) — SITS TTVinT wo SuvamN YRCNL 


hg 


ra BREE ES sr eile 


aA era besinet rae pe we i ee te ety ae ee a 


ae eh hag o. ia sae hs pe EN OF ae 


# : ay, 
d Be re. ey ey AO te 
. & es i ees & oS the & 


ey beamed bony) em 
. en sone nlipeiericget apt mea ara al a 
os ) War try 7 "eA be ; ay 
ee ae (EA Oe Se be Se Be Ger 
ae a IS * + - @ - * * 4 - * . 
si > ni et ot eee PRA On, ea 
. “A fatu Pah pd fs id wren fs 0s ae 


92 rt GF oe! roe ~ 
i. eS ar aa we. bes my ms 6 , s — e 
<> the FE ne CT TY | Se EP i 
‘ rd aru cv fed Vere wey oe ot 
% ’ i f 
y ry tee = i —_——— ed 
ea ee a aye - aes ee a - nog lt 
* ro . Pia 4 e-: SS OL Oe oe ee 
te « ’ * > 4 P ‘ 7 j : * 
th _— ee a ee oe Oe a Ay ee a a ee 
3 ru Py rn A yes fa yy ru ray fyi 
AER FS LATE FRY CALE yas (0g7 6 G1 SS a ae 
\ { 
a wy ce 22 Tanne = CF re Fs 
a Wee ° be © i ' A 
ey. pie eek nace a Be, Fat AD Sata 
i e Ar. ah er eo Pr pe « i Ae Oa katy? |, 


eo) eo th ke} ; Fam Ue 
= oe, * . 7 7 
eee = i A dee be 
ne es tj a j “e ” 3 
rete eee a mags 
a Pe) > oe oF r <r = 
a * * q é 
i + oc mar © Ey 
f cs te ft Cy eo ee CO - + 
a 
rs A — _ “~ — — — 
> 
“I 4A Hr & ; Th no 4 
‘we "2 
ws a) 5 sd de ws SS 74 
5 fe Se e-9 OPS oe iy SS 
“ _ + den, 
aT ? 
: - LL AIO OR AE — —— - _ -—— te 
_ - PO * a or E ss 
” * a a * é 
el mith & a5 2 Ge Trt vo . 
~ 2.0) Oa rt. 
4 on: | 


a ES Atl Ee eet pe er ee = 
. —<-e 


. Pe . 
+? =* * * s * . 
* . * ‘ % 
» * La © ¢ 
ad Poe d ‘ e ‘ - > 
=? * e * = * 
: a «| ‘ 
oe | = . 
at” ty) a] iu a, ot ae 
G ea Pe be 
, Be & So e 32a & 
, S The © et DO wag = 
3. &, ol te eG?! a 
@ i 7c eer & ow 
a OMe = he 
ead rr 
ry 1 
. 


a — = oe a ea i rei 
rere Pere ee 


2 thy ek ee 
ey ul eat ae ae o 


gpa rowsi 


a 


. 
* 


I 

° 
ae 
» 


4 


Genes 


DEPARTMENTAL STORE SALES IN CANADA BY SBHLECTHD DEPARTMENTS (*) 


January, 1937, and January, 1938 


Se 


Le 


a 


Se 


+. 


de 


L. 


ae 


3. 


Ww 
e 


bi 


TOTAL SALSS, ALL DEPARTMENTS .... | 13,900,731 | 


Women's dresses, coats and SUItS ceceoscerscccs 
Cites (And ani ante Wear . scien ess 
OME AGEL OV OS 6.4.4 kiaininiw's ib-6 006.8 We W Wle aie ainiy see 
RDROCDO ANG COVEOGS, g4.00 65s os slas whee 5s 


Millinery eecoeeseeoeeoeveeeoev ee © 8 


Women's and children's apparel - 
Porat 5) 4s 


@eeco0e000@2008088@8 886888806 


Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings ....., 
Drugs and toilet articles and preparations .... 
Piece goods @eco@eooeoeseseeeeeoeevpeeeeeneeeveeeee 


eeeeorocse e906 


Smallwares eeeoeoeeveevoseees eee? 


eco e@eeeg 


POOR sen INGrOG. DFOCUCTS vse chess sess seb ovinies 
Furniture (including mattresses, springs) ..... 
HOME LUPNISGNINZGS seossecopesececsevardensoneegses 
Household appliances and electrical supplies .. 
Hardware and kitchen utensils wicrecsceseceevce 
Radios, musical instruments and supplies ...... 
Shoes and other footwear weseeeveesereveveseccs 


Stationery, books and magazines .eccuseresevene 


Ali other departments, total eeoceoeevoeve eevee 0% @ 2 


a EES EE EEO . 


x) Based on sales of 20 firms. 
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1,091,865 


308,048 
467,617 
692,155 


104,814 


2,664,499 


hei2 397 


bli bos 


1,583,567 


602 , 322 


1,710,778 


868,118 
894, 802 
287,700 
412,138 
311,939 
833,434 


249,545 


1,492,063 


January, 


1938 
¥ 


1,104,226 


320, 637 


492,581 


672,596 


103,950 


2,693,990_ 


1,347,761 


548,440 


1,531,324 


614,597 


1,691, 780 


830,083 


870, 303 


292,584 


403,867 


264, 309 


811,225 


247,765 


1,643,305 
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LO, Smallwares ee@eeenereeeerteteetcteesoenssdsoee oc eos0080 80800 
me Food and kindred products ..opcecee ais atin Bahan 


Lee Furniture @eeoeoeeenonseo eee seen o0ec 8 0 fF @ ef Ce HF € 8 
Los Home furnishings egqoevoeseeekrvu%9@ GQ eH eFC 608 GC 0e FO ED 


‘4, Household appliances and electrical 
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DEPARTMENTAL - STORE SALES It CANADA BY SELECTED . PART mirs‘* 


annual Totals for 1936 and 1937 


ee Tee Charice. 
| % Change, 
CAR eB lA CM se ance SP MAR he SM Ne cA OMS 6 
$ $ 
TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ...cc00e> 218 BAC. A50 | BS , Lib ,853; PEO 6S: 
i. Women's dresses, coats and. suits ...... ovo 20,569, 602 | 21,064,749) + 34 
| ; 
| | 
| 1 095, 7544) + 16.0 


t 


LOPROD. 4 + 6.2 


\ 
: 
| 
3 
Retr Ase ey nt ental yee To co ve oils o's | 6,694,605 
} 
i] 
Die Hosiery and gloves eocsccoee@noeeas9v9¢e06 60602080 60090 i 


BL Lingerie and corsets @enresvecsassnuo7Gearsaeane 10,484, 300: te a 5 


D. Millinery pe@asecod ove zxearoonvxveneeeertoeoe2e eooc 5,005,582 | 3,164,991 aP Sia 


Do Women's and children's apparel-- 


(Total 1 ~ 5) ae oe O27 > BMH HU AO KTH e@0vr09 09 BO. ,093,130 | 
| 


92,102, 932 | + 4,0 


ee re ee —————} 
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Index Numbers of Hardware Store Sales in Canada by dconomic Divisions 


(Base - Average for 1930 = 100) 


(Unadjusted for Seasonal Variations) 
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Index Numbers of Variety Store Sales in Vanada by #conomic Divisions 
(Base - Average for 1930 = 100) 


(Unadjusted for Seasonal Variations) 
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o Mis nth A ‘ 6 Saskat- et British 
Year and ion ass | ax DA |Provinces| “US gue bes ae Manitoba chewan ALDErUa ls Ctumbia 


(293.2. 

MEEOMUBYY ccovencset 5302 51.8 49.3 56.2 39.0 53.3 49.5 
Bebruary ..sssce| 5747 5467 cel s Mees Pan 47.9 7.1 58.6 
Been. isicvsoos! 6745 | (66.4 62.2 71.6 48,3 Tg 62.4 
Mri tesa. inh rise | Too pate 80.3 | 599 85.5 1256 
is csk ati Poe 8 ATBLeral  F9LBr| | ole. ode hy 83-07 Wao 
i os asc BONG | 19244 91.2 89.5 | 65.0 85.8 73.9 
Ee Pe. 62,6 | 91.6 1565 Oleg de! Tie 87.5 16.6 
MAS t lcs cenbewe | | 8387 92.6 7936 53.8 10.7 94.2 81.7 
Beptember. espe.) 77%9 | 81.6 75.0 (hie 70.0 87.6 73.3 
BOUVET SS oe do « Gord 1 $93.1 83.5 90.4 103.1 106.3 Ts 
MOveMber cecsoee| 9ls3 | 93.4 81.3 94.9 719.8 108, 3 84,3 
December cteeeee | 16480) 537929 V37e6 168.8 142.44 194.0 LTS 
Yearly Average | 64.5 | OF ec] TOR) 86.2 12 te 95.0 19.4 

| | 

1936 

| January Se Oe Sem. | 53.4 50.4 43.1 Viera | 40.6 65.5 556d 

Witebruary .......) 60.8) 58.7 Cie 6205 | 47.3 63,3 61,5 

Wiliarch ..c.,.2s00, 65.1 | 60.8 59.9 67.4 50.9 717.8 64.4 

WWMepril 22.06% sooo} 00,4 | 77.6 76.3 81.6 63.6 92.5 oe 

| ES aoe | 88.5 91.2 92.7 13.1 92.7 1958 

| SS st a eee 93.1 93.7 = apa V1.0 93.5 C303 

WILY sooo crea bosh 100s 97.9 81.9 87.5 80.3 103.5 89.3 
Mreust sexs OR | haf Aaa 98.9 60.9 65.5 76.4 94.2 92.0 
MOLEMDEr 2s oes 85.5 91.3 1a 63.2 90.1 95.5 83,5 

WEE TODOD osceures| 100.7 | 107.2 Fok 101.0 105.9 1940 9105 
BOveMber ..ccccco} 90.5 95.6 19.7 90.9 96.9 109.4 89.5 
December ...-0¢> 183.0 205.2 153.2 186.9 163.8 200.1 204.8 

i | P 

| Yearly Average q TOs Oe 2) AGA ye 82.0 90.6 80.5 10156 oh Py) 
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Ey og cue ne RS, We" aay 1754 96.8 101.0 109.3 19.7 Lh] 100.0 
Bese se |) O62 16233 80.9 63.0 65.9 64.2 95.0 93.7 
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Becember veeeees| Mee beer aay. e515 |) Lese6 | 135.2" 4h, 20455 etre 
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1938 | 
Mary) 55 escees |. 60.7 62.6 51.9 Arlee G20 42.5 Vise 64,3 

jo Change, 

January, 1933 ..] - 1.6 + 0.90 + 0.2 oe + 9.4 - 8.6 +19.0 + 6.3 
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indexes.of Vai aek 
Dollar volume of retail sales averaged 1 
year than last according to index. numbers of retail 
(Branch of the Bureau of Statistica. The composite 
included in the survey st 20d ey G2. 1 for February, 
and 61.7 for February, 1937. 


er cent greater in February this 
sai.es compiled by the internal Trade 
naex for the 13 Lines of business 

1.933, compared with 62,!: for January 


3 
oo 
_ 

} 


The slight decrease from January was contra-seasonal, the index, when adjusted 
for differences in number of dusiness days and normal seasonal variations, declining to 
76. 1 for February compared with 78.2 for the preceding month. ‘The gain in February this 
year compared with last partially offsets tho 2 per cent deurease in the corresponding 
jJanuary comparison with the resuJ* that sales fox the first two months of the current 
year were less than 1 per cent lower than for the sane period in 1937. 


Results for individual nue of business reveal substantial increases over 


February last year for two groups, declines for eight groups and changes of less than one 
per cent for three, Hardware store sales were up by 12 per cent and grocery and meat 
istore Sales were up by 7 per cert. Decreases below February a year ago were as follows: 


Imasic and radio stcres, 11 per cent; boot and shoe stores, 9 per cent; dtug stores, 9 per 
cent; men's clothing stores, 7 per cent; furniture stores, 7 per cent; candy stores, 6 
per cent; restaurants, 3 per cent; and department stores, 53 per cent. Minor changes from 
last year were repor hse for women's clothing, dyers and cleaners, sand variety stores. 


9 & 
») 


In an endeavour to provide current stati of retail trade on a regional 
basis, the Bureau has extended its coverage of sales to include returns from a large 
number of andeponsant retailers in addition to the Seponimee y+ and chain firms whose 
figures originally formed the basis of these moxnthiy indexes, Indexes on a provincial 
/basis are completed for seven lines of business and the rosults are presented in this 
\bulletin. Provincial data being available in most instances only since the beginning of 
1936, it has been necessary %o computes these regional indexes on the 1936 base. 


The complete series of monthiy incexes of reta: 
a 


.es Since the inception 
of these statistics in 1929 will be published shortly in : 1 iss 


ue of this bulletin, 


| index Numbers of Men's Ci. othing Store Sales by Provinces 
The new series of index numbers of men's clothing sales {base average for 


19362100) has been computed from returns made by 355 firms. Provincial index numbers have 
been computed commencing with January, 1926. 


During February, 1938, sales of men's clothing were higher for two provinces 
and lower for five provinces, with the result that the index for Canada declined 7 per 
\C6nt. Maaticia figures wore we 12 per cent and those for the Maritime Provinces, 11 per 
cent. The following declines were shown: Saskatehewan, 18 per cent; Ontario, 10 per 
(cent; British Columbia, 6 per cent: Quebec, 3 per cent; and Alberta, 1 per cent. 


| The two-month comparison indicates increases over the first two months of 
1937 for three provinces, decreases for four provinces and a drop of 3 per cent for the 
Canada total. A gain of 15 per cent was shown for Manitoba, 14 per cent for Alberta, 
and 8 per cent for the Maritime Provinces. Declines were noted of 15 per cent for 
Saskatchewan, 7 per cent for Ontario, 3 per cent of British Coiumbia,and less than one 
per cent for Quebec. 


Index Numbers of Women's Clothing Store Sales in Canada by Provinces 


| Based on figures supplied by 234 firms, the new series of index numbers of 
betes of women's clothing is shown for each province from January, 193 6, to date. ‘The 
werage for 1936 has been taken as 100, 
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During February, sales for the Dominion rose less than one per cent over 
February, 1937. Quebec gained 8 per cent; Alberta, 6 per cent; the Maritime Provinces, 
5 per cent; and British Columbia, 1 per cent. i) uitoba sales fell off 10 per cent; 
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Saskatchewan, 8 per cent; and Ontario, 1 per cent. 


Combined sales for January and February exceeded last year's figures by one 
‘per cent for Canada. Alberta reported the best improvement, 14 per cent. The i.aritime 
Provinces advanced 7 per cent; Quebec, 6 per cent; British Columbia, 3 per cent; and 
Manitoba less than one per tent. Saskatchewan and Ontario sales were respectively 3 per 
cent and e per cent lower than a year ago. 


Department Store Sales by Selected Departments 
Sales of those stores which reported a breakdown by principal departments 

for February declined 1 per cent compared with February, 1937. Six out of the nineteen 
departments covered showed increases, The best improvement, 7 per cent, was noted for 
jhome furnishings, A 5 per cent advance was made by household appliances and electrical 
‘supplies. Two departments, women's dresses, coats and suits and girls’ and infants! wear 
were up 3 per cent. Stationery, book and magazine sales exceeded last February by one 
per cent, 


} 


The following departments reported declines from Fobruary, 1937: food and 
kindred prceducts, e per cent; furniture, 2 per cent; hardware and kitchen utensils, 2 
per cent; hosiery and gloves, 2 per cent; total women's and children's appsrel, 1 per 
j}cent; and smallwares, less than 1 per cent, Decreases were also noted for the following: 
radios, musical instruments and supplics, 13 per cent; shoes and other footwear, 7 per 
Gent; millinery, 5 per cent; lingerie and corsets, 5 per cent; men's and boys! clothing, 
14 per cent: piece goods, 4 per cent; and drugs and toilet articles, 3 per cent» 


index Nunters of Department Store Sales by Provinces 


Gains for February over a year ago of 3 per cent for Quebec and 2 per cent 
for British Columbia were outweighed by declines of 8 per cent for the Prairie Provinces, 
6 per cent for the Maritime Provinces, and 3 per cent for Ontario. Sales for Canada de- 
creased 3 per cent during the month under review. 


The twormonth totals varicd only slightly from the February comparison. 

| Figures for January and February, 1938, were higher than 1937 by 4 per cent for Quebec 

and 3 per cent for British Columbia, Losses of 7 yer cent for the Maritime Provinces, 

|6 per cent for the Prairio Provinces and 3 per cent for Ontario compared with a drop of 
|@ per cent for Canada as a whole, 


Index Numbers of Grocery and Meat Store Sales by Provinces 

February figures are 7 per cent above the same month a year ago for the 
Dominion as a whole. Best improvement was noted for Alberta, where an increase of 11 per 
cent was recorded. Ontario returns were up 8 per cent; Saskatchewan, & per cent; Quebec, 
6 per cent; and British Columbia, 2 per cent. Grocery and mest store sales in Manitoba 
declined 3 per cent. 


For the first two months of 1938 sales for Cansda were up 2 per cent over a 
year ago. A sharp rise for Alberta with moderate increases for Ontario and Quebec off- 
set declines for Manitoba, British Columbia and Saskatchewan, 


indox Numbers of Hardware Store Sales by Provinces. 


Hardware store sales for Canada advanced 13 per cent compared with February, 
1937. Ontario sales gained al per cont; British Columbia, 19 per cent; the Maritime 
Provinces, 9 per cent: the Prairic Provinces, 8 per cent; while Quebec remained un- 


changed. 


Combined figures for the first two months of 1938 indicated gains for ovory 
| province over the same period a yoar ago, Percentage increases ranged from a low of 8 for 
British Columbia to a high of 21 for Ontario compar.d with 14 for Canada, 


Index Numbers of Music and Radio Store Sales by Provinces 


Index numbers of music and radio store sales by provinces appear for tho 
first time in this issue. Figures based on 102 firms, including independent stores and 
Chains, are shown commencing with January, 1936. ‘The serics is calculated on the basis 
of the average for 1936 as 100. 
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During February, music and radio sales in Canada wore 11 per cont less than 
ayoar 14g0. Declinos were noted for each province ranging from e per cent for Quebec to 
\20 per cent for the Prairie Provinces. 


| During the two-month period, Jamary to February, sales in Canada fell off 
5h per cent compsred with the same two months last year. The haritime Provinces showed a 
decrease of only ono por cont, while sales in the Prairie Provincos wore 12 per cent lowor, 


| Indcx Numbers of Varioty Store Sales by Provincos 
| 


| Varicty store sales for Canada declined less than one per cent during Febru- 
ary compared with February, 1937. Substantial advances of 12 por cent and 10 per cent 
were made in Alberta and British Columbia respectively. Smaller gains were shown for 
Manitoba (4 per cent} and Quebec (2 per cent.). The following doclines were recorded: 
Saskatchewan, 17 per cent: Ontario, e por cont; and tho wtiaritime Provinces, less than one 
per cent. 


Cumulative figures recorded a 1 per cent loss for Canada with five provinces 
showing advances, and two provinces reporting declines, Varicty store sales for Alberta 
improved 15 per cent; British Colvmbia, 8 per cont; ianitoba, 7 per cont; Quebec, 1 per 
cent; and the tiaritime Provinces, less than one per cont. Gasaa>cchowhn figakae dropped 
113 per cont while Ontario sales declinod 4 por cont, 


Corresponding-Month Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, by Kinds of Business 
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Maritime Saskat- British 
Year and Monthi|CANaDa |Provinces Quebec Ontario |Manitoba |chewan |/Alberta | Columbia 
936 | | 
Senuary...... | 66.1 68.9 64.3 67.5 65,4 bo.4 66.1 70.2 
Mebruary..... BS. t 60.5 oGs'7 61.3 96.4 48.1 oye Peak 57.0 
March. ws a. gon BBL. 76.3 78.7 TS 78.08 62.3 73.3 66.8 
BTL Foie wwe 162.1} 20e1e 165.6 | 106.7 VRe.2 97.4 98.0 9455 
ME iwc ve ee off LOA. 99.5 182.8 | 102.7 106.6 98.3 100.0 LOBES 
Bune..... vee OO. B 109.8 1206.0 99.8 104.6 87.4 88.9 96.9 
rr | 80.7 95.1 87.9 78.0 76.9 67.9 79.6 82.9 
Mieust....... | 76.6 88.8 20.8 | 128.6 72.3 67.6 71.8 90.9 
September....|| 98.2 90.7 91.8 oD Lee D 144.9 702.2 10°.9 
Metober...... 139s pee: a 126.6 | 139.2 161.5 £05... 158.5 136.0 
‘November..... 1126.1 11642 193.5 | 189.8 124.4 132.0 180.7 11292 
'December.....|[167.5 177.9 16h.8 1194.5 140.0 138.6 167.8 182.1 
| | 
early Average || 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
| 
| 
- | 
January...... : 76.5 | 80.6 P2750 0 80,4 65.7 59.8 67.8 75.6 
‘February..... coo 4 62.8 59.7 66.9 54.8 Dou! 56,0 60.1 
eect... ..... | 90.2 90.0 82,5 92.3 90.9 90.0 85.4 86.9 
Meril..... | 108.7 99.7 129.8) | YO9.3 128.0 104.5 99.6 93.4 
ee 112.8 LPS70 129.6 | 109.1 12459 110.2 97.5 LORY? 
June. pie ies 12997 190.8 {123.4 113.2 94.4 92.6 108.0 
ae | 94.3 LuPs6 104.6 92.0 84.1 70.4 84.2 9599 
Meeust....... k 78.6 93.6 65.5. 1176.0 25.9 53.8 68.6 96.6 
\September....] 107.5 100.0 108 108.1 128.8 83.2 114.9 109.0 
@ecober...... 1143.5. | 12998 135.9. } 180.4 162.6 119.0 154.9 Luss 
‘November..... 129.5 | 119.8 121.0 1160.5 149.2 115.9 129.3 12267 
‘December..... 174.8 187.8 164.9 | 181.3 152.8 122..0 173.5 189.9 
| | 
\arly Average 107.8 109.2 109.9 | 109.1 108.8 89.9 100.2 106.4 
138, 
lmemuery......| 75.9 84.8 poe Ae ey, BE: Se it 85.6 74.8 
February..... 58.8 69.6 58.2 60.0 61.5 45.0 55.5 56.6 
| 
7 Change , 
i 
‘ebruary, 1938 -o.7 +10.8 -2.5 |-10.3 +12.2 -18.3 -0.9 -5.8 
‘ebruary 1937 
{Change , 
| 
an.-Feb. ,1958 -3.4 +77 -0.3 ~7.2 +15.1 ~15.2 +14.0 -3.2 
an.-Feb. , 1937 | 
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Maritime British 
ear and Month |] CANADA sasha ame Ontario Alberta |Columbia 


Saskat- 
Manitoba] chewan 
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Menuery...... | 66.3 72.4 57.8 | 69.3 58.1 74.4 56.8 69.3 
February..... | 57.4 61.7 60.8 | 57.3 60.8 61.8 48.0 53.6 
ee 81.6 75.8 ae taut: 75.7 71.4 96.3 85.5 
BM np sss 126 .4 114.6 113876. 124.6 129. %y 1 186.54. | daees 124.0 
iene 112.6 ne tals RA a a 62 10s | WRB poker | 
re 111.6 116.9)’ 4126.8 ')108.3 106.1) |) D028 99.2 110.5 
BG oibcas <n 85.5 87.0 86.9 | 82.8 89.8 83.4 83.0 93.3 
Meeust....... 72.3 2.0 23.5 70.0 WL 64.3 65.1 82.8 
September.... || 93.9 84.1 0 91.5 97.2 97.7 1104.0 102.2 
Detober...... 132.9 327.4 120.4,):1134,8 180; See 151. ALP | ae 6 117.4 
November..... 106.8 109.0 |100.8 |1128.1 G67 V6.5) (1100.4 100.0 
December..... || 152.6 $6.8 ae) eta 147.5 | 144.5. [148.2 148.2 
Yearly Averagel 100.0 100.0 |100.0 | 100.0 100.0) “1100.0: | 20080 100.0 
387 

fanuary...... 71.3 81.3 66.2 | 76.6 58.1 72.0 53.6 70.2 
‘ebruary..... 60.0 60.2 62.6u|o59.3 66.7 61.2 55.4 E8.0 
| 2 ann ag = es 83.4 96.6 94.7 93.3 112.6 12738 
\pril........ 124.3 110.9 1408 1180.5 Ds OO, a gat 106.4 
| Vs? VOLO! + 12129" 10644 Lone 1 1068 7 VTC5..0 113.7 
117.8 125.8) 1935.5. (11506 115.9 102.2 99.7 1345 
ae 94.2 109.7 97.9 91.7 90.6 Bia 82.4 103.6 
Meist....... 73,0 90.1 72.6 68.5 79.0 57.8 65.5 91.4 
leptember.... || 99.2 101.3 95.4 1 99.6 114.1 84.0 93.1 106 .4 
letober..... . 1137.9 M39 .4,) 1 1134.7). 1144.6 TACRSOOR 154, 9000 (429 .2 120.9 
fovember .... |}114.4 12 a" 4048. “\ T2014 104.6 1Oeu1 | 1189.4 102.8 
jecember..... 156.4 199.8) 445.6 1164.3 149.7 1139.2 149.7 144.7 
early Average|/104.8 112.5) 4105.7 1205.3 104.1 g50% 120056 104.0 
| 
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anuary...... 13.1 88.5 69.3 | 75.0 65.3 92.3 65.3 73.3 
ebruary..... 60.1 62.9 67.6 58.9 59.8 56.6 58.8 58.7 
(Change, 

ebruary,1938 | +0.2 +4.5 +8.0 | -0.7 ~10.3 ~7 5 +6.1 +1.2 
sbruary,1937 

| 

ovhange, 

an.-Feb.,1938 || +1.4 +70 +6.3 | -1.5 +0,2 -3.2 |+13.9 +3.0 


an.-Feb.,1937 
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DEPARTMENTAL STORE SALES IN CANADA BY SELECTED Deparmumurs (*) 


February, 1937, and February, 1938 


pee ee as a es ee ee a ee —— << eee es eee 
a a a a ee ee ee ee : ee 


February, % Change, 


February, 
1937 1938 1938/37 
a a NN stipe eS 
TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS...... 14,090,023 13,905,811 -1.3 

1. Women's dresses, coats and suits ......... ; 1,016 , 889 1,041,935 +20 
ree” ONG INLANtS* WAT . omnes ile seins’ 6 see 304,256 311,969 +2.5 
| | 
MU ONG GLOVES... eae sec c ee casecw’ i Ooieo 1 522,136 -1.7 
Be TLE PONG TOOTSEUS . . .). so. elas. cles wa vedios ce’ 641,272 612,130 -4,.5 
ee gags + «bee's Shee ob Fhe Beso} | 121,949 115,562 ~5.2 
Be Women's and children's apparel - | 

| Pratelgl = 8) be Reh. Pets 56 .. tt 2,615,577 2,603,732 -0.5 
Pe Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings..... 1,280,281 1,224,826 -4.3 
| | 

3. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations... | o7 33011 558,192 -2.6 
Md. ies bs ies es chi eas vag Iie 374039 | 1,317,312 “Age 
| 

EE eal reel buses ened 4 591,392 | 589,440 aOnG 
1. Food and kindred products.......eceeceeceeess 1,698,002 | 1,659,691 -2.3 
Le Furniture (including mattresses, springs).... 1,224,597 1,196,434 ~2.5 
Wome furnishings...........cecsceecccescnecss 1,065,295 | 1,139,524 +7.0 
|. Household appliances and electrical supplies. 339, 759 353,579 +520 
|» Hardware and kitchen utensils........ hei sp ae 507 , 284 498,509 -1.7 
|. Radios, msical instruments and supplies..... 200,297 253,177 -12.8 
ured OLNEY LOOTWOAT. 2. cc rcvecdecscccesesss 799,444 743,418 -7.0 
Meovationery, books and magazines....sercevcres 259,242 260,778 +0.6 
ml Other departments, total.......esssees ae 1,475,825 1s 807 , 208 +2 
x) 


Based on sales of 18 firms, 
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(Average for 1936=100) 


(Unadjusted for Seasonal Variations) 
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Index Numbers of Grocery and Meat Store Sales in Canada by Provinces (x) 
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(Base - Average for 1936 = 100) 


(Unadjusted for Seasonal Variations) 


> He est eee ote ewe eaa saa kets be, coin) te Beier, 
ear and Month ___| CaNADA | Quebec | Ontario | Manitoba | chewan__| Alberta | Columbia __ 
935 
Meenvary......... 90.5 95.8 91.9 84.4 72.7 76.2 89.5 
February........ 87.8 95.7 87.7 83.3 74.6 73.5 84.8 
Werch........... 103.0 LLP HS. 102.9 96.1 88.2 88.0 99.1 
| ooh 93.0 98.5 93.3 88.5 83.2 79.6 90.8 
en 95.3 100.3 94.0 95.7 89.2 86.2 96.2 
| oe 97.0 $3.4 94.9 102.2 98.2 92.7 103.9 
| 87.2 83.6 85.9 9269 tumds .1 90.6 94.6 
a 96.3 90.6 94.3 104.3 ae,4 105.4 102.1 
September....... 89.6 86.5 88.2 91.0 110.3 98.7 87.5 
BPO DOT so .%. "se ae O77 99.6 94.7 O7 eo 76.4 106.4 96.8 
| November........ | 103.5 108.0 102.5 98.7 102.0 103.5 101.8 
December........ 101.4 104.0 100.2 99.9 98.3 104.4 102.4 
Yearly Average.. 95.3 97.8 SF 94.5 94.8 Be sik. 95.8 
936 | 
Menuary......... | 97.9 106.7 98.2 89.8 78.4 88.1 93.9 
February........ 99.6 107.0 99.9 93.1 82.9 93.3 95.9 
a 97) .4. 106.9 96.9 90.7 83.1 aoe 91.3 
ee | 06-70 || 9988 96.5 93.0 85.3 93.4 92.7 
ean | Moe | 106% 163.2 105.1 96.1 102.9 97.4 
BMT Ossie e'she'e obs 96.5 | 98.1 94.5 106.2 98.1 100.0 95.8 
Ee 96.4 91.0 96.8 103.3 101.9 101.6 96.7 
Mist. .......i. 97.5 | S75 | 97.6 105.8 117.4 104.6 102.1 
‘September....... ary: Sat 96.0 104.6 30.7 110.4 SL Ag 
Metober......... 108.2 105.1 108.8 110.8 122.6 106.6 104.5 
November........ : 95.3 93.4 96.0 93.6 89.0 92.0 102.9 
December........ | 114.8 109.0 115.7 104.2 114.4 15.1 129.1 
| 
| Yearly Prevage). || 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
937 | 
Menuary......... | 103.4 104.3 106 .5 92.5 89.5 87.1 105.0 
| February........ 96 .4 98.1 97.5 28.5 82.9 9° 3 101.4 
a | 106.8 | 109.1 106.9 103.6 94.5 102.9 paeky, 
Meril...... eas i | 1099 | 110.4 109.0 108.4 100.9 126.9 115.1 
Se | 112.4 | 111.9 111.3 118.9 107.4 114.0 119.4 
ee 107.6 | 106.2 105.2 114.6 113.7 116.6 116.2 
A ie 1113.3 101.6 11°.8 120.3 132.2 132.6 120.4 
MSG e cise. s | 97.1 8544 94.2 107 2) 119.9 123.8 tose 
September..... .. {| 109.4 102659 | 107.7 114.5 129.5 135.1 113.4 
October...... aes (hEE706 Ling 117.8 114.2 129.6 132.3 120.6 
November........|! 106.2 101.3 108.0 97.4 101.0 1L7s1 110.5 
December....... ‘| Pete 125.0 134.7 116.5 126 .¢ 142.4 Laer 
| 
Yearly Average..|} 109.4 | 105.5 109.3 108.0 110.6 118.6 115.7 
338 | 
January......... | 100 1 101.5 104.6 78.7 80.9 95,9 95.1 
February........ || 103 i 104.0 105.7 85.5 89.1 102.5 103.3 
Change, | 
February, 1938 | (ae +6.0 +8.4 -3.4 +75 +1202 +129 
February, 1937 | 
Change, : 
Jan.-Feb.,1937 +17 Py ets #561. =o wha +95 o.0 
Jan.-Feb.,1936 | iO" dbs Ree 
x) Figures for the Maritime Provinces are withheld to avoid disclosing individual 
Operations. 
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index Numbers of Hardware Store Sales in Canada by Economic Divisions 
(Base - Average for 1936 = 100) 


(Unadjusted for Seasonal Variations) 
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te)  etine | °| | Draigie | Sener 
Year and Month | CalaDA Provinces Quebec Ontario |Provinces Columbia 
Me ss | (94 Pipes) Al Firms) 4 (17 Firms) |(21 Firms) | (33 Firms) | (12 Firms) 
1935 | 
Woenvery..... 51.4 | 49.97 51.3 53.3 49.6 52.6 
_ February.... 49.0 | 45.8 apps 46.9 49.3 Se 
fMmarch....... 64.9 h. 86.2 ; Teo 65.5 60.8 81.1 
|e 96.8 | 98.7 125) 91.9 89.7 85.0 
| 122.1 | 124.0 166.9 121.2 103.8 95.2 
108.4 | 109.1 1G 114.2 100.7 89.4 
| Se 102.5 125i. 118.3 104.3 93.6 79.4 
Bieust...... 102.6 106.2 120.6 9° .6 105.0 91.4 
- September... 105.7 105.8 119.9 92.8 113.2 97.7 
W@etober..... 113.3 119.5 109.2 99.4 129.4 110.4 
_November.... 95.1 i 104.0 93.3 85.5 103.2 102.2 
December.... 104.5 110v9 92.8 96.9 114.0 124.1 
Yearly Average 93.0 95.2 | VOR.0 88.7 92.7 88.6 
1936 : 
| January..... 51.2 54.1 48.5 50.0 5147 59.6 
February.... 50.3 42.9 55.9 46.3 52.1 53.0 
\Warch....... 69.5 | 66.3 78.6 02.7 69.1 81.0 
Weril....... 100.3 ; 108.0 109.0 96.0 96.6 103.2 
ae 151.8 t 421.6 148.4 139.0 118.8 114.0 
MUG a 6... 120.5 | 126.5 119.8 132.9 109.5 103.5 
ae 109.3 ' 116.9 107.2 1204. 99.1 99.6 
August...... | 108.3 1110 116.7 105.7 106 .8 99.1 
September... 112.2 | 104.1 118.1 110.7 126.3 120.3 
metober..... 124.2 YAN Sis6 109.4 124.1 135.9 126.2 
| November.... 104.0 | 113.6 97.4 100.1 108.0 115.5 
lMMecember.... | 113.4 | 118.7 91.0 12.3 126.2 125.0 
Yearly Average 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
re Pie | 
“January..... 58.3 61.9 Ly eect. Beye es 53.1 66.6 
'February.... 55.4 59.0 Tease i wane oo. 4. 55.9 
Warch....... 80.7 yee iy 4OGhS | 75.5 75.7 105.3 
ae | 121.0 126.5 | 137.8 | DeS.8 122.3 143.1 
ae 149.0 143.1 | 178.0 145.8 132.6 156.3 
Me. ....,.. | 139.2 142.3 iP aaeve. 9 4 ABS 122.7 138.5 
| 126.7 15462 | 140.2 128.7 106.1 134.9 
\@aeust...... 119.2 124.7 142.2 Ws 92. 109.0 119.0 
‘September... 135.0 | 149.7 15g | 126.2 130.0 133.9 
‘October..... | 127.0 155.6 131.2 ie. 5 124.5 140.2 
\November.... || 109,5 | 184.5 11055 99.3 110.8 124,7 
‘December.... age 145.4 109.9 114.9 128.3 128.5 
‘Yearly Average| 111.8 122.5 1st 107.4 105.7 120.6 
938 | 
Sepuery ..... 67.7 | 73.8 69.7 73.0 58.7 65.2 
February..... 62.3 L 6a 64.0 63.6 57.4 66.5 
j Change, 
February, 1938{ +12.5 +9.0 unchanged +24.0 +7.5 +19.0 
February, 1937 
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RETATL SALES IN CANADA, MARCH, 1938 


(Indexes of Value) 


Retail sales in Canada gained 15 per cent in March over February, but were 3 per 
int lower than in March a year ago according to calculationsbased. on returns secured from 
representative number of retail firms in 15 different lines of business. The general 
dex on the base 1950 equals 100 was 71.8 for March, 1938, 62.4 for February and 73.7 for 
Ireh, 1937. 


The 3 per cent décline from March, 1937, is due to the fact that Easter fell as 
rly as March 28 last year, concentrating Easter business entirely in March. The holi- 
jy occurred on April 17 this year with the result that the larger part of the Easter 
ying was done in April. On making allowance for differences in number of business days, 
r normal seasonal variations and on making a further somewhat arbitrary adjustment for 
ig changing date of Easter, sales for March, 1937, compare favourably with the volume of 
3iness done a year ago. The adjusted general index of sales stands at 77.9 for March, 
38, 76.4 for February; 78.2: for January, and’ 75.7 for March, 19357. 


| Two out of the thirteen lines of business indicated improvement over March a 

ar ago. Grocery and meat sales and hardware store sales advanced 6 per cent and < per 
nt respectively. These lines are less affected by the Easter trade than are most others 
sluded in this survey. On the other hand, candy store sales declined 49 per cent be- 

vy March, 1937. Furniture store sales were down by 16 per cent. Variety store sales de- 
jimed 12 per cent; ments clothing, 12 per cent; women's clothing, 8 per cent; dyers and 
baners, 8 per cent; boots and shoes, 7 per cent; departmental, 6 per cent; music and 
dio, 5 per cent; restaurants, 4 per cent; and drugs, 2 per cent. 


Data on a provincial basis now available for,seven lines of business show that 
septing only food and hardware stores, declines below March, 1937, were general for all 
gions of the country. Department stores in Central Canada reported a smaller decrease 
ow March, 1937, than did similar stores in either the extreme east or west. Quebec 
vince made the best showing with a decline of only 2 per cent while the drop in Ontario 
4 similar to that for Canada as a whole at 6 percent. Department store sales in the 
nirie Provinces were down by 8 per cent while the Maritime Provinces and British Colum- 
aA reported a decrease of 9 per cent compared with a year ago. 


Declines in the variety store field averaged 12 per cent below March, 1937, and 
aged from 1 per cent in Alberta to 26 per cent in Saskatchewan. The decrease in Mani- 
a was 6 per cent while declines for other regions were fairly uniform at from 10 to 
‘per cent. Hardware store sales were higher during March this year compared with last 
yall provinces excepting British Columbia where an exceptionally large volume of busi-=- 
G83 Was reported a year ago. Ontario sales were up by 5 per cent and Quebec, 4 per cent, 
ls Maritime and Prairie Provinces reported minor increases while a 22 per cent decrease 


8 recorded in British Columbia. 


Department Store Sales by Principal Departments, March, 1938. 


ng a breakdown of sales by principal depart- 
f 6 per cent compared with March, 1937. Baster 


| 
| 
| 


Department stores in Canada reporti 
lats for March, 1938, indicated a decrease 0 ' 
‘ying was concentrated entirely in March last year and the comparison with March, 1958, 
jows declines this year for all groups. Millinery sales fell off 18 per cent and furni- 
ire 11 per cent. Girls' and infants' wear ana ments and boys' clothing declined 10 per 
rot. Lingerie and corsets were 9 per cent lower, while sales of home furnishings and 
jationery, books and magazines decreased 7 per cent. Sales of women's dresses, cae 
id suits were 6 per cent lower than a year ago; and smallwares, shoes, piece goods an 
‘dio departments each reported a drop of 9 per cent. Other departments showed the 


‘Llowing decreases: drugs, 3 per cent; food, 3 per cent; all other departments, 2 per 


tat; household appliances and electrical supplies, 2 per cent; hardware and kitchen 


lensils, 1 per cent; and hosiery and gloves, 1 per cent. 
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UNADJUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF R@TAIL SALES - (AVERAGE FOR 1936 = 100) 


CANADA miceeie as uebec | Ontario |Manitoba Benen Alberta) Columbia 


Men's Clothing Stores 


Year and Month 


| 


mercen,- 19356 ..6 


66.8 
meron, 1957 w<.« 86.9 
merch, 1938 2.6 70.6 
1938 
PENUATY cv 76.6 
Fabruary «... D9ee 
March ...evee 70.6 
% Change, 
| March, 1938 . - 18.8 


Mareh, 1937 


farch, 1936 
Merch, 1937 ... 
March, 1938 ... 
L938 

WMP ENUAaLY secce 
| February .... 
BCCI 5, 0.0.9,0'08 
Change, 
March, 1938 . 
Mareh, 1937 


Grocery and Meat Stores 


Merch, 1935 ..- Leek 102.9 96.1 88.2 88.0 99.1 
Merch, 1956 ... 106.9 96.9 90.7 Boek 92.2 91.3 
farch, 1957 ... 109.1 106.9 103.6 94.5 102.9 bey? 
farch, 1938 ... Lueeo Tyee 95.8 99.3 iii sys) YALE 6 
1938 | 

PENUALY «cecce 10155 104 .6 Poet 82 3 956% ta 
| February .... 104.0 105% 1. 85.4 89.5 102.6 L035 «i. 
| ITT) vo ¢.0.0:0 9-0 112.9 ily? a 95.8 99.3 LIZ. 112.6 
6 Change, 

March, 1938 $16.0 1 # /2ORGT ce Fe b+ Baby | + TOG) = Orn 


| taclaens Sine tidied 
Mareh, 1937 


__ Variety Stores 


farch, 1935 


791.0 
farch, SOs wh 74.4 
farch, ROY se 89 .3 


farch, 1938 «0 78 «4 
1938 
\Meenuary..... 
PODTUSLY » oe 
| March ...eee. 
@ Chane, 
March, 1938 . 
March, 1937 


6} 9. 
69.2 
78 4 


ey, Le we 


(a) Figures for the Maritime Provinces are withheld to avoid disclosing individual 


| operations. 
(f) Final figures. 


ary 


B80 
0.62 


x 
oe 


ee 


. 
€ 
5 anamee 
- 
ere re 


= 
_— 
rf 
> ui 
‘ 
Fa 
te meer mmr es we 


+ é 
i 2 « +0 a] bi oe f} a at 
rf t ‘ “ 5 ie wee ee Fe 
3.85 vt iad: mat a Nee af Se: oe ne » 
a t ee: - 
. eS * 
Hy . 
4 i 
} eee ee PN ATR Te OE avian: — = 
ty eR et st TO nN TN AE NERO! 8 RAIN oP ipenmeareenn Neer es. —e mens brat hex 
a ss 3 CE AS cy ete 
re ta ; uiltons 5 we ; 
- Borpoo so tty pees 
ss es ne eee eights ie peancoete aaa 2 i ants eae ae ee AF i - 
6 Whe NW ows . | a 4 eo ed 4 Ao ihe . & abe kB } is 
P td , ‘ * x i - i f, 
en,“ . iy : PP ‘/< , * AD =. pho 5 " - 
_ § Fa +] i? it I ye j tm Ne 4 or) ae t ok aa ; 
Fi ¥3 { { - 
a ‘ . An "a : £ fas : a 4 a 
a ) ri } +> ee i ) Pf. bo ; t's ae ‘ eg 
= > & | ic e ee . as a ©, a | Ae wha ; oop : . 
- ‘(gle 3 = ‘ 4 ; 
f 4 
j 4 
: ; i i : : 
ys { * = & ; Ped oe 2 ie ~« { = \¢ ; ie] an } f ip ‘ Pica 
o $7 lire 7a bE Cay se ! € oe Shake | Bee i as od 4“ 
‘on " i i , ; aay wisi t hein +f i AY 
= = 2 the t 5 its, t ‘ ¥ as “ a ee a 
aL ie ta lhe : te ob) Bigiee oe Ge a Pas 
hs Rake aes é ; < Saat 6.00 ? at -_ 
r oe eee my el t £ 7) v ia* Sd ] we 
Si. eh iw nao | we : we A ; * we | mag ay = a 
. { i | } ] 
: | ' ; Py ae : ae 
S--T .. ¥: oe Bet. a ae ee - | in a 
- . a a » Cae , ” } oan : . 1 , 
ie eee | ' | 4 
i { | i 
os $ 
‘ } ; a “i ‘ 
* t. oy is * 0 PT. 
chan ten terreno inane blrewree nomen pee © wih seen aiamarievnias eA ie (tse fom nn, oi mga rR MR Bee le ee me ca 
is * i fe . 
sysose Jeet Gites wreoow ' 
ee ee aah miei aia et ere. etd Posie Nr le om maine sles in aia SE , oy 68.8 c 
mens eo ea . wy) be ee ae - if 
a “a * et Soe : i \ s- § a 3 Atse 
she — re  ¥ ae << ie { - $ he Sh 5 K) =e mat al a, ie 
a + er ‘ Pan q r + 4 < a ; a ae 
b ~ i ‘ an i is As « a] Sd } { i t A a 
; Let 7) j Sip hee es , oe eas z e'} 4 Pte 
Pig { p> *. ai f —" i Li} j f 2 ~ 
' = Gy be Oy tun 4, bf at's { By 3 iy fe " 5. cGt 
Jo 1 Lo , i } i w orf 
i {re ~ ’ won Tt ee. Wa ? € ~ fi bs f 
V o@ see ‘ wid ‘ 2 & F oar 1a% Ame Vk H a i - q a) | alr 
e Vy f i . 4 : ’ ! | } 
a ‘ t 
. ; | 
; ' ‘ ; 
t 
i i i ; ry =| 7 : , a 71 *% £5 
; mt i \ A: , . ~ ee vo) re S i. oe > ‘ i LO ; =a lot oF. , IJ. 
>. * °. n | : . | ; 
‘ om ye aa 
2 " ~ ae q i pas f th} | a } ».. 
(.O,ask | 2289 | ete re YM arn TOE 
é ‘i 
: : ae 5 fe “Bae a. 2 ae ‘ t h at fgisigiup, lar 
4 € + se EA ae a FSi ore ee aed =] ; BEG i fi CES 
= } > o 7 . a 
| 4 
‘ i » “ - i * } \ ‘ ys) 
Pi ' “ ’ p 
I x } . ; o = 4 ; BE. t. val | bie F ~ he ¥ re ho > t ‘Zz i S32 
bd e” +- a 3 { ‘ 
; ' f 
i j ; t : 
me ke ee Oem oo enews eee" wade Spee crn ite a = aside es ~e- niscormaatn-d ogee nvagaenane ee gsr me he . el eee ee ee es 
Fe Lesyelons Ao: . a 
5 eerie 7 wae lee em li 
re Ae ee eae ee Pa we 
Nee nn nn aan acetates: Shentad imate dedmaieeioénaaiieahebansiel te tain tied alia andl tant guaia pene eb oetegst ame ns en ne ns 
‘ eS. Bs ea otee cote: ee Ree Be co . Riga i 7 ‘ baal ro ; Vien 
rs Penal a } c ony a Hy ace P ra Wee” 1 ath i [ Wi ahs Jn At one gee 
. ‘ o $ 
was a! if . ae ! Gi wt Oe I Pe * 5 a sa" ; ore — i Di iinond 4 Sfecok } a " 
: : 5 4 ; ] 
. ‘ py + " : 5 ) i ; ; : & f 
tad i s - ; > iy | > ¢as2 2 ‘ c 
ree ha. +2 : Sa Ae 1 Sav | hea & “ & sa - } = 5 ahs ir. 
. 4 fe . } : 7 
- p23 ~ +* i fan ~ k “> i ‘ 0 Seer 
f #5 i ‘ ~O8 i wey 25 Pa 4 / he ‘ 3 « ‘ a es 
‘ ; . ’ ; 
| } 
; ; ; 
\ BT : 
, : } I 
‘ ; ? | - 
C : yr 22 ¥ : ¥ ! i; = 6 ~ » tas 
S. it ites : i) 9 -ca4e t oan 4 ' ost? ; ria 
ow ew 2. ’ Bn é i 5 ‘ ; = & Pw, a. oan 
 S } ae , i + ww 1 » cars +e & } er ae t . . 4 & ie SG: 
F i ay ™ b ry Dn _ P “4 : rs : os oe 
[BG ,.vEr , Ct £02 “i= | Dee : eas 
' $ ' 
} 
i | ‘ | 
: ~*~ Pao + , , ¢ “ fa] or 7 o~ or ty i 7. 
T,< > ww ~ ot ” Lav = ; Lee ba ’ “Jer ell | j tn = 
‘ j : \ : t } 
; 7 ‘ 
; : os ; 
' } : 
| 1 } : 


SF A 4 FS  e ee we. vale i Sune 


. 7 
girecinelt btovs of Siens: i ote esoutvet. ondiite eee sore 


| 


1938 
VeNUETY 2.56% eee. 
February 2... 76.9(f) 
PASO oie :8 ais ea So. 
% Change, 


/March, 1937 .... 


ee 


UNADJUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES - (AVERAGE FOR 1936 = 100 


British 
Columbia 


Prairie 
Provinces 


? 


March, 1958 
March, 1957 


march, L9S5-°. 0%. 
Mere. L956 4. <. 


March, 1938 .... 


1938 
Penuary s.s ee 
Pevruary .. ss 
PEON: gc seas 

% Change, 

March, 1938 

March, 1937 


meech, (1956-3.%. oe 72.36 Ba sO 
meen, 1937 1... 94 .0 B7 55 88.9 
meron, 1938 .... oT eo 89.57 73.0 
1937 | 
| December .... 140.3 11655 150.6 
-1gsg 
PATOL Y 0s os 92.8 70.9 Bi» 
February .... oer 61.0 70 
MC 30 ce e's oF .5 S937 79.0 
% Change, 
March, 1938 +3.7 +2.5 poh 8 


March, 1937 


(f) Final figures. 
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DEPARTMENTAL STORE SALES IN CANADA BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


March, 1937, and March, 1938 
(Based on sales of 23 firms) 


March March % Change 
1937 Bee eS) 1938/37 
f 
$ $ 
TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ..... cael LP eos yao 16,229,595 -5.7 
1. Women's dresses, coats and SuitS.....-.++e6. : 1,737,803 1,640,177 -5.6 
2. Girls' and infants’ wear ..... Give wisleie-s bia gates | 474,649 428,166 -9.8 
| | 
3. Hosiery and gloves .........- By ich ew eee ea’ | 7665101 | 759,840 -0.8 
Me WaNeET1O ANd COTEETS)\. 0.6 is ea sece ee ceveses oy 742,035 676 ,042 -8.9 
‘ | | 
25 Millinery eoeoereet seer coererree eres eee @ e@oervreevee 323 , 668 | 265,365 -18.0 


6. Women's and children's apparel - 


PG vak Mee) cy ec hs boone eee 4,044,256 3,769,590 


”. Ments and boy's clothing and furnishings ...{ 1,822,184 1632 852 


8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations . 554,312 538 , 034 -2.9 

eee) Goods) Access sg ss cieencb es MUnn: ae Se 1,399,785 | 1,336,236 | -4.5 
ILO. Smallwares ...........-. aa ieee: Be el cay ak 589,967 | -5.2 
“11. Food and kindred products .........se06- Dua) 4687, 761. bee (6s4,212 || s278 
12. Furniture (including mattresses, springs) ..| 975,709 862,979 | -11.4 
| 
} a3. Home furnishings eeoeveseceecee oe eoveoeeere eee eee 1,208,087 Wwi22,690 ~7 re 
| 14. Household appliances and electrical supplies 382 , 464 DVO, 70 -1,5 
15. Hardware and kitchen utensils ..........++- : 637,782 | 629,893 | -1.2 
16. Radios, msical instruments and supplies ...) 253,975 242,233 | -4.6 
_ 17. Shoes and other footwear ...... Ayes aera oh seals: Bier peee) He uke eee see? -5.2 

18. Stationery, books and magazineS ..-s.+eeeees 254,138 236 295 -7.0 
19. All other departments, total ......- ceevelaccl A, BSGuebS 4) 1,847,020 -2.2 
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| RETATL SALES IN CANADA, APRIL, 1938 
| (Indexes of Value 

| Retail sales in Canada gained 17 per cent in April over March and were + per 

at higher than in April a year ago according to calculations based on returns secured 
ym & representative number of retail firms in 13 different lines of business. ‘The general 
.. on the base 1930 equals 100 was 83.7 for April, 71.7 for March, and 80.2 for April, 


) 
i 


The shifting date of Easter is a factor of major importance tending to destroy 
aparability in retail trade statistics for the spring months. On making allowances for 
‘ferences in number of business days, for normal seasonal variations and a further ad- 
‘tment for the changing date of Haster, sales in April, 1938, averaged 2 per cent below 
sch and 4 per cent below the level obtaining in April a year ago. The general index 
ljusted for number of business days and scasonal variations) stands at 75.9 for April, 
.6 for March and 79.3 for April, 1937. 


Gains over March and over April a year ago were greatest for those lines of 
jiness most susceptible to the stimulus of the Easter trade. Candy store sales increased 
per cent from March and 61 per cent from April, 1937. Variety stores gained 30 per cent 
L 14 per cent compared with March, 1938, and April, 1937, respectively. Increases over 
wil, 1937, for other lines of trade were as follows: groceries and meats, 9 per cent; 
son's clothing, 7 per cent; dyors and clemors, 6 per cent; men's clothing, 5 per cent; 

| department stores, 3 per cent. Shoe store sales remained unchanged from April a year 
», Drug store sales were down by 1. per cont; hardware, 2 per cent; music and radio 

res, 5 per cent; furniture storcs and restaurants, 11 per cent. 

| Regional figures for department stores show increeses over April last year of 
yer cent in the Prairic Provinces, 2 per cont in Onterio, 3 per cent in the Maritime 
wwincos, 4 per cent in British Columbia, and 10 per cent in Quebec. 


i 
i 


Sales of varicty storcs wore down 3 per cent in Saskatchewan and wi 21 per cent 
Manitoba compared with last year, while increases for all other provinces were quite 
form at from 13 to 17 per cent. In the grocory and mest sterc field, sales were down 

'6 per cent in Alberta and in Manitoba, romained practically unchanged in British Colum 
}, gained 4 per cont in Saskatchewan, 13 per cent in Onterio and 11 per cent in Quebec. 


| Department Store Sales. by Departmonts-~Sales of department stores roporting 
imodity figures ranged 3 per cont higher in April of this year than last. Reflecting 

» Concentration of the Easter business in April this year, millinery sales gained 18 per 
it, and hosicry and gloves 15 per cent, Sales of all women's and childron's apparel 
ned 9 per cent; mon's and boys! clothing and furnishings were up 7 per cent, and shoes 
med & like amount comparcd with April last year. 

Corrosponding-Month Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, by Kinds of Businoss 


| RRS eee I I SEE EE A STA TS SS a 
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UNADJUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RET.IL S.LeS - 


aVER,GE FOR 1936 = 100) 
He Ou Nu Daa Provinces | Quebec | Ontario |Manitoba|/chewan |ilberta}| Columbia 


Merits kat - British 
sar and Month | jaritime Sas 


Men's Clothing Storeg 
Meal, 1930 ... 


104.1 100.2 105.0 £066 7/1 126.2 97.4.1 98.0 93.5 
fil, 1937 oes 108.7 99.7 119.1 109.3] 117.0 | 104.5 99.6 93.4 
pril, 1938 ... 114.6 126.9 117.8 a%6.34  116u0 97.2 | 109.9 | 104.7 
3 
is 
January seoee ff 77.2 83.1 77-3 78.8 Tata 52.4 85.5 1163 
February ..0- 60.5(f) 68.4 59.7 62.0 60.3 ATA 55.2 59.6 
Merch esccoes : 1905 82.1 7329 82.2 96.4 710.6 9 4. 73.8 
| oo ee | 114.6 126.9 117.8 116.3), 11660 97.2 | 109.9 | 104.7 
Change, | | 
epri.l, 1938. + 5.4 +2743 ~ 1.1] 46.4) - 0.9 | = 7.0 | 910.3 

| 


hpril, 1937 
| 


See or P ere 2 ee 


+ 
wt 
fo 
> 
i 


Women's Clothing Stores 
114.6 
110.9 149.5 
13701 141.4 


rit, 1930... 
wpril, 1937 eve 
\pril, 1938 eee 


238 


| January e2are 86.1 65.2 
| February eeee 63.5 6467 
Milar ch. once 78.5 79.2 

13767 141.4 


| &pril eeoeeaeoe? 


hpril, 1938 . 424.2 oe 


| Grocer 

rit, 1935 

april, 1936 eee 

April, 1937 eee e 115.61 
april, 1938 ... 122,69) (20260 119.1 | 114.5 
| 

£938 

January eeeQqge 93.7 95.1 
IMeOTUary ..o< 102.6 | 102.2 
WMAY'Ch .cscecs 112.8.) Wake 
| April ee+oscene LG gl 114.5 


f Changs, 
April, 1938 . 


| april, 1937 | { iid a 


| 


april, 1935 ees 
april, 1936 eee 
april, 1937 ... 
pril, 1938 ... 


1938 
JANUALY sooee 
February cece 
March sececee 
BPEL socsses 


% Change, 
April, 1938 . 
April, 1937 


@) Figures for the Maritime Provinces are withheld to avoid disclosing individual 
| Bperat tions, 
(f) Final figures. 
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UNADJUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES - (AVERAGE FOR 1936 = 100) 


Maritime Prairie British 
ar end Month | | | 
- CANADA ___| Provinces a sail ee | Provinces | Columbia 


Department Stores 


1935 ow ce 96.6 92.4 103.3 98.4 92.6 93.3 
Me 1956 35.4: 95.9 91.8 99.0 96.2 94.4 96.7 
me 1937 oc. ' 103.2 99.7 110:6 104, 99.2 101.5 
i, 1938 ....0. 106.4 102.3 12251 106.6 98.2 105.3 


“January .,..... 75.0 70.4 84.4 74.6 69.6 77.9 
February ...... 76.9. , 70.7 81.9 78.1 71.9 80.8 
PATCH 5 cccecces 88.5(f) 7945 97.9 88.4 84.3 90.6 
ee 106.4 102.3 122.2 106.6 98.2 105.3 
Change, 

April, 1938 || + 3,0 + 2,6 +10.4 + 2,4 Fah Ys 3,0 


“Bpril, 1937 


| 
ril, 1936 @eeeeee? 108.0 109.0 
ril, 1937 eseeeee? i Aw Bs) 137.8 
iril, 1938 @eee29e#es T2435 136, 7 


38 


January ...23.6 72.5 
| February «..... 67.5 
MECH cer evcas 95.0 
Meat ee... 136.7 


fiance 
April, 1938 ... 
April, 1937 


) 
a 


bed 0.8 


Wl, 1936 ...... 88.0 
lm, 1937 .......| 106.0 
WW), 1938 .,.... {| 101.0 


| 


38 

fenuary ..0220. 87.0 
February ..cece 76.0(f) 
MECH seccunsce 90.7 


PEEL. socncccss 101.0 


(Change, 
“April, 1937 


') Final figures. 


ey 


asa 


nn iene elt Ne A DED LE LE LL AON AT 
; r oe = ; * am 
F * ; 
hh sci “ 
2 


ene octet snenoetdomanenansineelh bite sea ta ir ete Aa NS CR ena el a rn re ee orem + etre: 
earod & eawhcod. 
ates ee ry em eer re Oe » aeaeiaaieaamionameaicn ciation ened ae \. eh pee , an ny a eine r 
} Ae es b , 
‘ RP sae 7 7 ‘ : 
&, SOs 1 aan? i yee o.e0L G. 80 . &,00L 
- x F } om] - : ~~ t “— «A - 7m 
ae ee a 0. 1st 
: ~ . H i ae =n 5 a i 
ry ee i 08s . ore > a 
> 
s e i 3 rs ; i ¢ EA - 5 
‘ i * } = 4 | 4 
‘ . | } ' z 
y é- ' : tn r { P ; - 
Ci aa 1 (Te | : Pe iy : e + PAY ‘ot ey 5 % PRY) 
~~ : aia: { + i - > Ny, oe 
Tce 1 Boo : Fees . . Bla 8,58 , UryS.Se 
$,68 : Batt | $8 ; 0. C9 . O,e% a : t,. 68 to venue f fc 
j , : . ' yas 1 $ ' 5 vu oie 
2, fo] ‘ t ‘Gas 4 ae OF y 38. 4 i goof : ‘$,812 i soe oe ere 
: ! . : ; ; 7 y ( 
t H P “@ ~ | 
~ | (4) i als # rt ¢ = 
5, 4i~- ; a bas : ‘a ; oe ; sats - fr iad 7 ; Sa. s... th ~*e 
: 2 E 1 , i ; 
J ; | Fe ¥ 
t i t . ) ; t 
a a ee ee eeeteyy Hem 6) lt in mmc ha te A RAN Per HL MY A SS Ul A ALL ALL AE ELA LA LA A RON EEA ARATE OTR OE 


~ ~_ 7 + & 
BSeTOve O2L4 hat Dis o.feun 


— ae ee ee ia t ht ASA AA ALA LLL LALLA LLL LE rage | _ ne ~~ Cit tee eam gamer, stems been v 
| st ’ is 
d i i : i ae t> . \ +a i 
e.ey [ 5,63 : 7,.@¢ b+. OF 0.08 : 9.88 ‘eo e4ee 
$.90l | ee a ee ee ber | 0180! Féin 
3,008 |. See | SBOL 4 Be Bat LOL Povasee bE 
; ; 
: 
; | 
i : § | - | 
o ' au af ; 4 ? ' Ps : . 
t,§8 ; @, OF | $. $2 | ¢,33 ) 8. Lc 0 mY - eee : 
Fé : ; "= 14 
Gua { ener ; {3 3 PTS : b.$¥ : 4) 0,89 asoaee * 
[08 } ; &. 2 | f.ne +, 28 \ tive +, OF : earn eves. be 
4 ‘ i Pa) “ -_* : 
Y.00£ ) a, S@ i $.80f €. Ae ty ee) 6. L601 : 
ae | ; : 
; - 
. f : 4 
- } ~_ * 
a.& = Oe ; = Hei 7 j ¥en c.f ! 
: ; 
| ; | | | 
pe | ) ; 
-~ ee ae ee A NN A AT ANG SO TCE > <8 ee a Ee a * ao - J # 


ee ee ae es 


= ] 


DEPARTMENTAL STORE SALES IN CANADA BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
APRIL, 1937, aND APRIL, 1938 


(Based on sales of 20 firms) 


Sag i | eon 
sn 


| TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ......... 6.099 119% 2 | 
1. tiomen's dresses, coats and suits .......ec. 2,141,360} 2,314,651 48.2 
me. Girls* and-infants’ wear ........ bee ybare he 566 ,068 627,841 + 10.9 
| OSLO RY RGM LOV OSE nein ace Gacesw wind o soso’ harecsdd ais 812,967 934,750 + 15,0 
Mee bingerie and corsets, Voce. eee dees hha ae 727,017 7104 ,604 = Hee 
BA DST ye cee Pha ee bode ede a lands a 395,041 466,190! + 18.0 
6. Women's and children's apparel - 
| Totals a5}, os’. bee R th Sah Sawer 1 41648 06S 10s O48) Oo 
9. Men's and boy's clothing and furnishings .. 2,008,623) .2,144 887 6.8 
| 
| 8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations. 516 ,204 518 ,022 0.4 
| 9- Piece goods eoe@e@eoese ee eoecrese¢e+poeetereeteevoeee L322, 768 Laloi 147 1620 
Mee Amallwares 5.2. ewce ee ys oe EE Sa eae es Ge he 575,164 589 ,225 2.4 
Merced arid Kindred prodticts ...,+seecsssiawes 1,824,583} 1,906,697 4.5 
12. Furniture (including mattresses, springs) . | cO4e.875) 2,002 252 3.8 
| | 
Me Home furnishings ..,c.sisesesisdone beadae 14485279 1os1 389,756 4.0 
14, Household appliances and electrical supplies 498 , 328 461,763 eS 
15, Hardware and kitchen utensils .....sceceees 816 ,598 195 9302 2.6 
16, Radios, musical instruments and supplies .. 225,140 220,902 1.9 
ee «Shoes and other footwear ..... css eeeccvcses 1,520,543 | \ 1,631,724 73 
18, Stationery, books and magazines ....esagece 210,905 210,652 0.1 
19, All other departments, total ..e.sseeceeees 2,093,636| 2,168,824 3,6 
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| Revall Sales in Canada in ilay declined 7 per cent from april and were also 7 

r cent below the dollar volume recorded for May a year ago, atcording to calculations 
sed on returns from a representative number of firms in 13 different lines of business. 
2 general index (on the base 1930 equals 100) was 78.0 for May, 84.0 for April, and 
hb? for May, 1937. 


| The 7 per cent decline from last year may be attributed partly to the occurrence 
five Saturdays in May a year ago compared with four in this. On making allowance for 
‘ferences in number of business days and for differences in the sales importance of the 
rious days of the week, the decline below May last year reduces to 3 per cent, The de- 
ine of 7 per cent from April is in line with the average seasonal movement for this 

ne of year; the general index, further adjusted for normal seasonal variations,standing 
16.5 for May compared with 76.2 for the preceding month and 77.9 for March, 


All lines of trade shared in the decline from May last year. Unfavourable 
ither conditions contributed to pronounced decreases in all branches of the clothing 
ide. Shoe store sales were down 22 per cent from May a year ago, men's clothing store 
68, 20 per cent; women's clothing store sales, 13 per cent; and dyers and cleaners, 
(Por cent. Variety store sales were down by 12 per cent, and department store sales 
ee off by 9 per cent, Gandy store sales fell off 12 per cent, while more moderate de- 
lnes were recorded for other groups as follows: music and radio, 6 per cont; restaur- 
ns, 4 per cent; and drugs, furniture, hardware and groceries and meats, 2 per cent. 


| 


Results by territorial divisions for department stores show decreases belew 
ef, 1937, ranging from 7 per cent in Quebec to 13 per cent in the Mgritime Provinces, 
#@8 in Ontario and British Columbia were down by 8 per cent, while the Prairie Provinces 
: down by 11 per cent, Decreases in the variety store field ranged from 1 per cent in 


ish Columbia to 22 per cent in Saskatchewan. Increases in hardware store sales of 7 
¢ cent in Quebec and 5 per cent in Ontario were more than offset by declines of 2 per 
at, 11 per cent, and 23 per cont in the Maritimes, Prairie Provinces and British Col- 
mia respectively, resulting in the 2 per cent decrease for the country as a whole. 


Department Store Sales by Departments--Sales of 22 departmental firms operating 
es by departments averaged 8 per cent lower in May this year than last, Declines were 
aerally greatest for tho clothing groups, amounting to 14 per cent for men's clothing 

(| furnishings, 10 per cent for shoes, $ per cent for piece goods, and 8 per cent for 
agen's clothing and apparel, Radios, musical instruments and supplies were down by 22 
¢ cent, and the furniture department was 8 per cent lower than in May last year. 


_ Gorresponding-Month Comparison of R 
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DEPARTMENTAL STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
MAY, 1937, AND MAY, 1938. 
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RETAIL SALES Il CANADA, JUNE, 1938. 


(Indexes of Value) 


| 
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Dollar value of consumer purchasing in Canada, as reflected in composite figures 
lee different lines of retail trade, gained 5 per cent in June over May and was only l 

; cent lower than in June a year ago. The general index (on the base 1930 equals 100) 

ads at 81.5 for June, 77.7 for May and 82.4 for June, 1937. 


The gain from May this year was more than seasonal, the general index of sales, 
asted both for differences in the number of business days and also for normal seasonal 
lations, advancing by 5 per cent from 76.2 in May to 80.3 in June. The 1 per cent de- 
1e from June last year compares with earlier corresponding-month comparisons of a 7 per 
>; decrease for May and a5 per cent gain for April, and it is about on a par with the 
rage percentage change for the first six months of the current year compared with the 
responding period in 1937. 
| 
| All lines of trade averaged lower in June this year than last excepting only 
geries and meats, for which group a gain of 7 per cent was recorded. Declines were most 
red for those lines of trade dealing primarily in durable merchandise; furniture store 
}s were down by 15 per cent and music and radio store sales were down by 13 per cent. 
| branches of the clothing trades were down, sales of both men's and women's clothing 
vas averaging 6 per cent lower in June this year than last while shoe store sales were 
jt by 2 per cent. In the general merchandise group decreases of 4 per cent for depart- 

; stores and 6 per cent for variety stores were reported. Restaurants were off 6 per 
4 and candy stores 4 per cent, while sales of drug and hardware stores were practically 
wanged from June last year. 


| Results by geographical divisions for department stores indicate declines in 

» of this year compared with last of 5 per cent in the Maritimes, 1 per cent in Quebec, 
we cent in Ontario, 3 per cent in the Prairie Provinces and 7 per cent in British 

mbia. Sales of 22 departmental companies reporting sales by departments averaged 2 per 
j lower in June this year than last. Drugs, toilet articles and preparations, were up 

; per cent; women's apparel, smallwares and shoes remained unchanged while all other 
rtments were down. Piece goods sales were off by 8 per cent; home furnishings, 7 per 
1: radios and musical instruments, 6 per cent; hardware, 6 per cent; furniture, 5 per 


> 
; and, household appliances and electrical supeine! 5 per cent. 


| Corresponding-Month Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, by Kinds of Business 
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UNADJUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES - (AVERAGE FOR 1936 = 100) 


Saskat- British 
CANADA !Provinces Quebec | Ontario! Manitoba ; cChewan jAlberta /Columbia 


r and Month | 


Men's Clothing Stores 


merosG ..... || 103 cl 
3, 1939 eeeee 114.3 
® 1938 ..... | 107.8 


88 .9 96.9 
92.6; 108.0 
105.2} 112.4 


MUGTY ccocce 77 2 85.5 Vive 
MLUGTY 2.00. 60.5 stahiest 59 .6 
MH Sesese cs 80.3 81.1 73 .6 
ML @essescs MIG <ItT 108.4} 104.1 
I yo et 92.2 92.8] 106.4 


tN e¢¢eeesee 107.8 
lange, 

me, 1938 ... - 5.6 
ine, 1937 


103.2] 112.4 


+11.4 + 4.1 


: 


Women's Clothing Stores 


Mm 2936 2.2.6 111.6 118.9 126.8 | 108,3 1062)  LOOLe 9922/7) 11085 
L959 ©. cee 117.8 125.2 135.5} 115.6 115.9 | 102.2 99.7] 111.5 
mm 1938 ..... 27251 133.3 126.9 | 105.2 140. tesa 104,315 2.00.2 
j 
muary ...... 72.5 88.1 64.9 75.6 65.4 22 3 64.8 73.9 
IDYUATY o.ec. 61.3 63.5 64.0 60.5 62.6 ST} 58.2 59.8 
MEG<eaces% a 90,5 83 .6 79 .6 92.7 91.9 78 4 103.9 98.7 
EL 5b 3 wve-a%'s 15748(f)) 145.8 147.4 | 133.5 135.4 | 132.8 141.9] 132.2 
. 97.0 120.5 101.6 89.0 99.4 93.6 98.8] 108.1 
Meas cw eee Hee lllsl 133.3 126.9 | 105.2 LED 0° 10614 104.31 100.2 
/ANS , 
ne, 1938 e@e@e cared 5.6 + 832 tee! 625 on 9.0 = ee + Ae bs 446 ~10.1 
ne, 1937 
Groce and Meat Stores 
M2935 ...6..]1 97.0 (a) 98.4 94.9 103.9 
MEL9S6 cecee f. 96.5 (a) 98.1 94.5 95.8 
|, 19357 ..... | 107.6 (a) 106.2 | 105.2 116.2 
| OCS | 115.0 (a) 120.4) 0113.7 115.6 
} 
nuary ae | 100.0 (a) 101.5 | 104.6 95.1 
‘bruary ..... | 102.5 (a) 104.0 | 105.1 102.2 
ee... L113 .1 (a) Me oo eu slid 
Mitivsecsese | 119.7(f)}. (a) 122.8 | 122.7 114.4 
Se : 110.3 (a) 1827 | etl ve 107.7 
| ae | 115.0 (a) 120.4173 7 115.6 
ne, a a (a) 3 ae Bk ~ 0.5 
ne, 1937 | 
Variety Stores 

(Pe | 98.5 98.0 110.0 82.6 
Fy 1936 eevee } 103.4 104.1 EO ee 93.0 
LIS? .eeee | 111.7 111.6 122.6 LOSs2 
3 1938 @ee@see | 105 6 TO? 5 120.9 LOOse 
i ; 
quary ...... || 67.2 66.2 69.3 71.8 
pruary ..... | 69.6 | 64.5 | 75.3 77.8 
ac ssece § 77.9 74.3 78.4 84.1 
il ®@eeesrece RGA CH Tit} 96.6 107.8 104. @) 
iy ®eecvceese0ee 96.2 95.4 EEO. 99.2 
eX) eeeneeee? : 105.6 107 .5 L2029 LOO Ce 
lange , | 
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JUNE, JUNE, % Change, 
1937 1938 1938/37 
$ $ 
TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ..ccceccee 19,708,424 | 19,259,536 - 2609 
Women's dresses, coats and Suits ....ccsccoee 2,031,436 | 2,042,233 + 0.5 
re MONG -2NTGNus! IWOOT! “s.\s sce .aitoxo.sinie.e.oateee 931,609 534,538 + 0.6 
Hosiery and gloves S@®eeeoeeeeveeoeoeepeeoeesegeeneee @ & 826 ,544 834,676 a 1.0 
Lingerie and corsets eecvervreeeeeeaeeoegeeaeeee ove 994,115 973 ,503 ba! Pian 
' Millinery eevee eseoeoeeoeneeos Ge eves eeoeevearve ogee eee08d 344,652 ois 2.6 
l Women's and children's apparel - 
(Total, 1-5) ee@vesceeve es eae eee 4,728 356 - 0.2 
» Men's and boy's clothing and furnishings .... 2,224,403 | 2,183,112 - 1.9 
| ] 
Drugs and toilet articles and preparations .. 560,600 580,492 + 3.5 
! 
iy Piece goods eCeeereeoseeorxreveseeevee ooeeeeseeevxde 1,435,616 4,315,913 a 8.3 
| 
| 
f Smallwares ee@eseeveeeeeee eo eeeeeveeeevgeeeeeespeeeeesee : 572,620 971,506 ~ 0.2 
» Food and kindred products .....ssssscvvvevere | Lb, 784,217 | 1,726)268 - 3.3 
'' Furniture (including mattewesses, springs) ... 1,070,066 | 1,014,754 - 5.2 
ie Home furnishings eeneeevese e¢eeveeveeeoaeeoeeoeee ee 1,370,873 1,276,617 | = 6.9 
. Household appliances and electrical supplies. 918,891 495,425 ~ 4.5 
ie Hardware and kitchen utensils @eeneep@eteeea eee es @ 849,779 798,676 Sa 6.0 
| 
- Radios, musical instruments and supplies .... 166 , 747 156,411 - 6.2 
weeonoes and other footwear ...cevccccccecccaves 1,816,930 1,818,262 Oe 
i. Stationery, books and magazineS ..-.ssssseee 205,469 199 ,459 =.2.9 
. Ail other departments, ZoOtaL eeoereoerereve eee eon e 2,403,857 2,401,956 - Orvik 


a. ee 


DEPARTMENTAL STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


JUNE, 1957, AND JUNE, 1938. 


(Based on sales of 22 firms) 
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RETAIL SALES IN CaNDs, JULY, 1938. 
(Indexes of Value) 


| Dollar retail sales in Canada averaged 6 per cent lowor in July this year than 
ast and were down 15 per cent from June according to composite figures for 12 different 
ines of retail business. The unadjustcd general indox (on the base 1930=100) stands at 
Yeo for July, 81.4 for June and 74.2 for July, 1937. 


The decline from 1937 may be attributed in part to the fact that thcre was one 
pre business day in July last year than this. Indexes, adjusted both for number of 
siness days and for normal seasonal variations indicate that the underlying trend in 
jasumor purchasing was at the samc level in July as in the spring months of this ycar. 
ne seasonally adjusted indox stood at 76.1 for April, 76.2 for Mey and rose to 80.2 in 
ane. This gain was offsct by a more than normal scasonel reduction in July, the adjusted 
ndex for that month returning to 76.2. 

all lincs of tradc were down in July this ycar comparcd with last, losses rang- 
ng from 2 per cent for groccries and mcats to 16 per cont for women's clothing stores and 
arniturc stores being recorded. Declinos for other trades wore as follows: hardware, 
por cont; drugs, 6 per cent; restaurants, 6 per cent; candy, 7 per cent; shoes, 9 per 
pnt; variety, 9 per cent; department storcs, 9 per cant; men's clothing, 12 per cont; 
Msic and radio stores, 15 per cont. 


Results by geographical divisions indicatc that sales mado e better showing in 
re of this year comparcd with last in tho Prairic Provinces than in other rogions. ODe- 
| 


iment storc sales were down by 5 per cent in the Prairie Provinces compared with 8 
ir cent in British Columbia, 10 per cant in Quebec, 11 pcr cont in Ontario, and 18 por 
mt in the Maritime Provinces, 


| Total sales for 22 departmental storcs reporting salcs by departments avcraged 
;por cant lower in July this ycar than last. i411 departments wore down from a year ago, t 
no decling for the food department being least at 2 per cont. Women's and children's 
parcel was down 7 per cent, men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings, 9 per cent and 

06s, 10 per cent, Results for the various departments arc shown in the table attached, 


Corrssponding-Month Comparison of Retail Salcs in Canada, by Kinds of Business 
| iL SUNG LOE Owners ab July, 1930.0 
| | EGY 4 Ps, W Or - Pes 
| ; comparcd with comparcd with 
| | June,| June; May, July, | July, | vain 
nen Wt 20) LOR 9 38 I 0 |} 2987 ee 
ECS ak nt ge | 16.4 )- 1.2 |4 4.8 ]) -22.9 |- 6.2 |-14.5 
NOS is tee ney hms cine dc tcane Dee Hel Mey Seon aA LW Re ae te Ou ~32.9 
eh Es 5's ile vile wild ie %% soa ald Ta es } 943.8 |= 4.5 | -21.7]] -45.6 |- 7.1 {410.0 
MM OUT ye ch iy oli, ols da pid oe e |; e294 Ra 5.6 1417.0] -31.1 |-11.5 |-22.6 
RTT ees ce ess ertcnes } 41.9 | - 5.4/1 414,7 | -50.9 |-16.2 |-29.2 
ie cisatc secs sconces,” F8.6 = 3.6 | 6s4 |} -31.8 |- 9.4 [2609 
RARE RASS ee ee ee eee ee ee | -21,8 |- 1.3) 4 34 +2303 be Dad 1) Ue 
rniture COSHH OHHH HEcievarecrecsvnecoerve -18.6 -16.3 “19.2 | -10.4 “16.1 ae 
MPLS and Meats (oi seecccccceccucs H = 3,5 Heat) ac ie Salk 1m aoe ae 
MEM Sol oes tec cscsac. ste es teks Is ea bi rg 3-7 | - 545 |~ 2.6 | -12.3 
MT Fadi oie ccc ccs cess ee Hl -19.0 | -13.5) -18.2)) -27.8 | -14.8 | -19.1 
EG a ae | “50.7 | 634] = 3.84) =49.6 | - 6.3 | Gee 
| 2! 410.0) - 3.9 !- 9.3] - 3.3 
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UNADJUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES--( AVERAGE FOR 1936 = 100 


Sar and Month ] \Maritime | | | Prairie. British 
| CANADA ces! Eien esechani adel 
-Provinces | Quebec Ontario -_ Provinces Columbia 
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. Department Stores 
| 9 - ) 


| TE SS face | G51)” | ebro age | faaT 1 Bae 
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| : j i 

1938 | | : | 

January CC ee rr ; 1540 70.4 | 84.4 i 714.6 69.6 TQ9 
February ....seeeeeeeee |] 9 76.9 | = 70.7 «| 81 | Bil 71.9 80.8 
MED oc bese ces nseees SU Beeb) 7955 | ogkp PL BBs 84.3 90 .6 
| rr rite aa 10529, 7 20129) 1 eda | 105.9 98.2 104 .6 
| SRS nner eserarae Siig aS ee 110.8 96.4 o59 | ean 
| Ore Pe Ma oc ees ee Ls 5 | 105.5 0222.01 (Sie? 
| SREP Ire ip woe | eee) To“ Mago “pi 3.7 | 90.2 
{ Change, ) | | | | 
920 bass ice ees | SOE a HLT EQ. cere OBO | A eae = 533) |) S8eg 
duly, 1937 ; | | | | 

|) aa a ee 
' Hardware Stores 

MIG 36 bc yascisvenes Lopia) | Ube 7 Joree |. VeoKT 99.1 | 99.6 
| eee ; 126.7 ; 154.7 | 140.2 | 128.7 | 106.2 | 134.9 
| ee Sle DeAaS 1 Aaa | 150.6 | 128%7 100.8 | 100.3 
| @ ! 

(928 
ary pecek ei eawees es 67.8 1348 | 72.5 132 ec ie 66.0 
Mbruary ......s.ec000 ; 62.6(f)} 63.8 | 6725 64.7 55.8 | 66.7 
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| oe ean i6ed 1 419.0 | 1306 108.7 21256 7) lenses 
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a) No change. 
f) Final figures. 
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DEPARTMENTAL STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
JULY, 1937, AND JULY, 1938. 


(Based on sales of 22 firms) 
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| TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS 


2, Furniture (including mattresses, springs) . 


tae Women's dresses, coats and suits ....cc+ee. ee) Wed o4 he Phe ES G - 3.5 
; | | 
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| Oe Women's and children's apparel - : 
: (Pome ia hee yA oa / || 9,004 O77) 2.795.385 Lai ae ee 
| 
b Men's and boy's clothing and furnishings ..... 1,596,886 | 1,455,389 bie 8.9 
, 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ae 526,530 493,073 | - 644 
a E 
| 3 
| | ! 
We Piece goods .......4.. Of Faas PLE a sreesseeese i] 1,242,359] 1,081,030} -13.0 
0. Smallwares oe eCe8e oC eT eB Hoe OO 69270 %FFKV 2704697000074 oe 497,074 £00,792 | at Te3 
| : 
d, Pood and kindred products ..cccceevsssccevces 7 1,572,884] 1,542,560; - 1.9 
| | By 
el 905,982 §26.725 | shea 
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13. Home Die WAGES, Sp0ias aide a's « Re Teen Ae erage 15025, 703 906 ,836 | -11.6 
4, Household appliances and electrical supplies . 389 ,026 353;161) “Sage 
Se Gercowere Gnd kitchen utensils ...)...6ssc csc : 629,507 547,529 | “15.0 
6 Radios, musical instruments and supplies ..... We aaae 158,346 -10.6 
‘le Shoes and other footwear .....sceececs ities (et ra 1,079,958) 970, a) -10.2 
8, Stationery, books and Be SIRO ais bene ee sae 182 ,081 5,273 | - Joe 

| ALi 


9. All other departments, total sssccsceccecescee 2,144,386) 1,907,034 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES IN CANADA, AUGUST, 1938 


Composite sales figures for twelve Separate lines of retail business indicate 
fat the dollar value of consumer purchasing in Canada averaged 1 per cent lower in 

igust this year than last and was down by a similar percentage from the July level. The 
per cent decline below August 1937 presents a slight narrowing of the spread which has 
aracterized the corresponding month comparisons for 1937 and 1938 thus far, cumulative 
gures for the first eight months of the current year averaging 2 per cent below the 
irresponding eight-month period in 1937. The unadjusted general index of sales, on the 
se average monthly sales in 1930 equals 100, stands at 68.4 for August, 1938, 69.3 for 
ay and 69.4 for August, 1937. 


Of the twelve lines of retail business coming within the scope of this survey, 
jod stores and hardware stores alone reported increased sales over 1937. Grocery and 
at stores averaged 3 per cent higher this year than last, both in the August comparison 
, &lso for the eight months to date. Hardware stores were up 5 per cent for the month 
| August and 2 per cent for the eight-month period. 


All other groups were down from August last year. Department store sales were 
wm by 3 per cent, drug store and candy store sales registering Similar declines, Music 
(dQ radio stores, restaurants and variety stores all recorded a decrease of 4 per cent 

pm August, 1937. Women's clothing stores were down by 2 per cent; men's clothing stores, 
per cent; boot and shoe stores, 12 per cent; and, furniture stores, 15 per cent. 


Results for departmental stores on a geographical basis show that sales in 

sbec compared more favourably with 1937, both for the month of August and for the year 

-date than did the other provinces. Department store sales in Quebec averaged 1 per 

it higher in August this year than last and were unchanged from last year in the eight 

ath comparison. Averages for the country as a whole showed decreases of 3 per cent for 
tf month and 4 per cent for the cumulative eight~month period. 


Sales for 18 departmental firms reporting departmental figures averaged 4 per 
at lower in August this year than last. Women’s and children's apparel increased 1 per 
it and drugs and toilet articles increased fractionally from August 1937 but all other 
vartments reported decreased sales. Piece goods were down 13 per cent; home furnish- 
8, 9 per cent and, hardware and kitchen utensils, 9 per cent. Smaller declines were 
orted for the other groups for which separate figures are available. 


Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1937 and 1938 by Kinds of Business 
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UNADJUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES-- (AVERAGE F( FOR 1936 = 100) 
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UNADJUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES--(AVERAGE FOR 1936 = 100) 
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DEPARTMENTAL STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
AUGUST, 1937, AND AUGUST, 1938 


(Based on sales of 18 firms) 
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TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS 
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Women's and children's apparel - 
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Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings ..... 


Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ... 


Piece goods 


Smallwares 


Food and kindred products 
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Furniture (including mattresses, springs) .... 
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Household appliances and electrical Supplies.. 
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Shoes and other footwear ..... 
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Stationery, books and magaZineS ....eesccecece 
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| MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES IN CANADA, SEPTEMBER, 1938 
| The general index of retail sales, as compiled from composite figures for twelve 

-ines of business gained 16 per cent in September over August but was 3 per cent lower 
shan in September, 1937. The unadjusted index, on the base 1930 equals 100, stands at 
19-4 for September 1938, 68.4 for August, 1938 and 81.7 for September a year ago. 


The 3 per cent decline in dollar sales in September of this year compared with last 
.s about on a par with the experience of the year to-date, sales for the first nine 
tonths of 1938 averaging 2 per cent lower than for the same period of 1937. After mak- 
mg allowances for differences in the numbers of business days, the September gain from 
uugust this year was somewhat better than the usual seasonal movement, the general index, 
adjusted both for number of business days and also for normal seasonal effccts, advancing 
‘rom 76.4 in August to 78.9 in September, 


Food stores and drug stores only reported increases over September, 1937. Grocery — 
nd meat store sales incrcased 2? per cent, while drug store sales were fractionally high- 
r. Department store sales were down 4 per cent and variety store sales, 1 per cent, 
en's and women's clothing stores reported declines of 7 and 4 per cent respectively, 
hile boot and shoe store sales fcll off 1 per cont. Restaurant receipts were 6 per cent 
ower and candy store sales, 7 per cont lower. Sales in the houschold lines recorded theo 
argest declines; 17 per cent for furniture stores and ll per cent for music and radio 
tores. Hardware store sales doclined 5 por cent. 


Department store sales ona regional basis show that sales in Ontario wero unchanged 
rom September, 1937, while for the January to Scptember period, sales were 4 per cent 
ower than in the same period last year. Sales in-the Maritime Provinces were down 10 
er cent in September and 9 per cent for the year to date. Quebec, British Columbia and 
We Prairie Provinces were all down about 65 per cent from September, 1937, while sales 
9 the end of September ranged from 1 to 5 ver cent below sales for the similar pe riod 
f last year, 
| Sales of 20 departmental firms reporting sales by departments averaged 3 per cent 
ower than in September, 1937. Shoes were 2 per cent higher; books, 1 per cent higher; 
nile furniture sales were also Slightly above sales in September last year. All other 
epartments recorded declines; piece goods were down 8 per cent; radios and musical in- 
bPuments, 7 per cent; men's clothing, 6 per cent; and hardware, 6 per cent. Lesser de- 
lines are shown for other groups covered in this summary. 


Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1937 and 1938 by Kinds of Business 
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DEPARTMENTAL STORE SAL@S IN CANADA, BY SaLSCTED D&PARTMENTS 
SEPTEMBER, 1937, AND SEPTZNBER, 1938 


(Based on sales of 20 firms) 
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MONTHLY INDEX&S QF RSTAIL SALES IN CANADA, OCTOBER, 1938 
t 


| The dollar value of consumer purchasing in Canada as reflected in total sales 
for 12 lines of retail business gaiyed 9 per cent in October from September but was 5 
per cent lower than in October a year ago. The unadjuated index of sales (on the base 


1930 = 100) stood at’ 86.9 for October; 1938, compared with 79.7 for September, 1938, and 
91.2 for October last year, ae Sea. : 


is 
Ss 


t 


| The decrease of 5 per cent below October, 1937, compared with a 2 per cent de- 
cline for the first ten months of the current year compares with the corresponding ten- 
month period a year ago; but it must be rémembered that dollar sales were on the up-grade 
throughout 1937. The unfavorable Octobey comparison is due to the fact that dollar sales 
in October, 1937, were considerabiy above the average for the first ten months of that 
year. On making allowances for differences in the number of business days and for normal 
seasonal variations, sales in October, 1938, compare favorably with the immediately pre- 
ceding months, the adjusted index standing at 80.4 for October compared with 79.2 for 
September and 76.4 for August. The underlying trend in retail trade is therefore being 
well maintained ‘and shows some deree of improvement. 


The prolongation of summer weather was an important factor affecting consumer 
purchases especially of wearing apparel. Sales of women's clothing stores were down 10 
per cent from October, 1937, while men's clothing and furnishings stores registered a 
decline of 15 per cent as did boot and shoe stores. Music and radio stores and furniture 
stores were down by 7 and 10 per cent respectively. Restaurant receipts dropped 7 per 
cent while candy store sales were off ll per cent. Department stores dropped 6 per cent 
and variety stbre sales were down by 3 per cent. Grocery and meat store sales moved 
fractionally lower while hardware stores registered an improvement of 4 per cent. 


Results for department store sales on a regional basis reflected wide varia- 
tions for the month under review. Sales in the Prairie Provinces increased 3 per cent 
over October, 1937, but declines oceurred in all other divisions. In British Columbia, 
sales were down 3 per cent; in Quebec, 6 per cent; in Ontario, 12 per cent; and in the 
Maritime Provinces, 16 per cent. Sales for Canada as a whole during the first ten months 
of the current year were 4 per cent below the same period in 1937. Declines for the var- 
lous economic divisions for the January to October period were as follows: Quebec, 1 per 
cent; Prairie Provinces and British Columbia, 4 per cent; Ontario, 5 per cent; and the 
Maritime Provinces, 10 per cent. 


Total sales of nineteen departmental firms reporting sales by departments de- 
clined 7 per cent below October, 1937. The furniture and household appliance groups sho- 
wed the only increases, with gains of 2 and 3 per cent respectively. Decreases of 1 and 
2 per cent occurred in sales of smallwares and drugs. Food sales were down 5 per cent, 
while hardware and books each dropped 7 per cent. Seles of women's and children's apparel 
averaged 9 per cent lower, with the various sub-groups showing decreases ranging from 6 
per cent for millinery to 11 per cent for dresses, coats and suits. The largest decrease 
was reported for men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings, sales being 14 per cent below 
October, 1937. 


On page 6 of this bulletin will be found a table showing revised indexes for 
the Prairie Provinces covering the men's clothing and furnishings, women's clothing, 
3roceries and meats, and variety groups. 
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b) Not available 
f) Final figures 


x) Includes men's furnishings. 
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|| CANADA eat a Quebec | Ontario | Prairie | British 
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Men's Clothing Stores(x) 


Wctober, 1936 ...s.ee RE ae ¥26,6 1. Lay bf wie 136.0 
Meer, 1937 cece eeus Wf 143.3 135.9 150.4 143.3 Liga oes 
Wetober, 1938 .....0.. ia 100.4 Thies eh ee (b) 
is | 

SE 52 ee tia ss the 82.3 ote 719.4 | 1729 83.7 
MCSE sooo tua nvcense | 1.9(f) 74.0 68.3 66.5 85-4 
Meocember . is tke es 99.9 96.1 98.7 i Dy 8) 9524 
See sy eee 100.4 115.3 LET aT (b) 
“Change, | 

Mmetober, 1938 we. : | 

October, 1937 | ee ; 2084 

“Change , 

Jan.~-Oct.. 3.938 eS | 2 8 o4 | 
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Jan.-Oci., 193] ze] 


fChange, 

mecober, 1938 o.scc5e 
October, 1937 
<Change , 


ee Stores 

fe OT; 1936. ..cocese 130.1 134.6 144.7 ar Ge 
Me LIST cts ce ee 13467 144.6 13365 120.9 
Mo er, 1938 cose e eve 119.5 120.8 148.6 112.1 
1938 

ee : O28 Thor Od ed. Ciao 
oT SP ae oF ae ; 69. 66.3 OF 92.8 
MPCCMOCT . 4 cc ce ncce Yous Wey": 93.1 101.0 
MOOS back kgic 6 bb oe 119.5 20:8 148.6 11268 


Grocery and Meat Stores __ 
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(a) 176.6 
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Jetober, Gee hak FS.) PY .9 ile aes hid. 5. 102.3 
Meober, 1937 ....... : 113.9 110yy i cee 105.6 
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NESE area ; 102.5 LOT La 98.8 105.6 
Ee. ya eas ta i 90.9 100.8 O55 105.7 
MOLOMDCr 1... ccc ces , 98.7(f) 100.7 94.5 106.1 
MDCT ce dba be eet WA6:.0 tad 103.9 LO7 «2 
(Change, 

Merober, 1938 .....0% | 49.9 
October, 1937 ees a ive aS. Aa, 
Change, 

Jan. - Oct», 1938 ...0. Migatias eee, Sas = Boe + 1.5 


CST TE oo 


Jan.-Oct., 1937 NR eee 

a) Figures for the Maritime Provinces are withheld to avoid disclosing individual 
Operations. 

.b) Not available. 

2) Final figures. 

\X; Includes men’s furnishings. 
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UNADJUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES- (AVERAGE FOR 1936 = 100) 


: ~— 


) nen . | Maritime British 
Year and Month CANADA Provinces| Quebec | Ontario | Provinces| Columbia 
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Department Stores 


Mupober, 1935 ........ 116.3 sy atity 104.2 107.8 138.4 112.5 

October, 1936 ..ssocee 126.1 116.5 118.0 118.0 146.8 121.0 

Mmober, 1937 ..escece 125.2 123.0 ROA 123.7 130.5 1212 

Gitober, 1938 ........ se ly 103.0 116.3 108,9 134.2 117.1 

1938 

July CHOCO SR CORO OCR OD 15.4 81.9 1355 3 1305 90.4 

a 83.1 83.5 87.5 79.1 1002 yee! 

Meeptomber .......00. 104,4(f) 92.1 1132 107.5 97.8 104.0 
GCL’ oc. cess eeccs 47727 103.0 116.3 108.9 134.2 177.2 

¢ Change, 

“Petober. 1938 ...... |] _ 6.6 “16. ~ 6. “12,0; | Fase | bw oyu 

_ October, 1937 3 3 ns 3 

¢ Change, | 

pee Oct., 1238 «2... - 4,2. ee cated aby (cont ree ly Re ASL Sh leg cA 


Jan.-Oct., 1937 


_Hardware Stores 


Mon, 193% vevacees 124.2 115.6 109.4 P41 135.9 12632 


Jetober, LOST «see ee 27.0 153.6 Lie a4 11625 124.5 140.2 
Jetober, OR te ick ease eee 146.9 146.5 116.3 LS hak 129.0 
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BM ess s eee biek 146.2 152.0 179.5 152.8 119.0 123.9 
a 140.3 156.1 161.4 145.7 120.4 11706 
ee 122.4(f) 138.3 148.5 123.9 101.8 105.7 
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Moder, 1937 .....0v- 144.4 110.0 

Member, 1938 .,..ssace 143.6 120.0 
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Fy CF Cee ee eer eseeoe 80.5 81.5 
92.9 18.9 

September teercesegoen 115.6 104.3 


October oeoeoeeoeaeoees 143.6 120.0 
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“October, 1938 ...... O6 + 9,1 
Grtover, 1937 
dan,-Oct., 1938 eces -~ Cyr -_ 4.5 
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i 
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Jan.-Oct., 1937 


a) Unchanged. 
f) Final figures. 
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DEPARTMENTAL STORZ SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
OCTOBER, 1937, AND OCTOBER, 1938 


; (Based on sales of 19 firms) 
. ee ———— CERISE Nig SP aes RE RIBS Sense ae oe ere ee a Se eee 


October October % Change, 
1937 1938 1938/31 
_ TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS .........,,.... GOO ME wi Bee’ 


1. Women's dresses, coats and suits oe Vee koe pak 2 534,992 2,264,435 - 10.7 
2. Girls’ and infants' wear Real tate Gioia dee oa ee 982,238 884, 337 - 10.0 
Meee TY ATONE OVER tia kins cous sane ctu 1,085,213 1,007,099 tee 
t. BS OEE PAPC OF SOL SN 5 Yun e's wtcieidvewibiars aided v's.che ee 986,686 911,268 wilatee 
Ne Naat db drains ehasones 365,768 345,399 a fee 
om Women's and children's apparel - 
| SoG war ein ama 954,89 412,538 = 9 
'. Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings ... 3,303,747 2,849,805 ae os 8 
}, Drugs and toilet articles and preparations . | 525,632 516,183 m:n 
| ME ODO cial ys Gilets sta rshe gs ci aaraiond monies a eeielavaniod 1,766,209 1,618,754 =) 843 
Reig haa atl st be vio er viwleskaeec cledcaws 725,674 719,002 - 0.9 
Meco and kindred products ..ussscccrestcececs 1,873,949 1,784,502 - 4.8 
iF Furniture (including mattresses, springs) ... 1,077,098 1,097,635 i nies 
TTL SLND 5 o's chee 9th ies Wk 66 Ae Bd ka boa 1,650,168 1,484,879 - 10.0 
+» Household appliances and electrical supplies. 601,570 619,492 ‘ 260 
; Hardware and kitchen utensils ......esrvecees 647,239 605,317 Oe 
« Radios, musical instruments and supplies .... 441,765 399,205 - 9.6 
meehoes and other footwear .esiscoctceservevcce 1,704,113 | 1,601,655 - 620 
» Stationery, books and magazines wsssssveeeeee 301, 800 279,697 +) ia 
» All other departments, total crscevecccovees 2,217,656 2,142,033 = 3a 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES IN CANADA, NOVEMBER, 1938 


| Retail sales in Canada during November, as reflected in the composite 
ugures for twelve lines of retail trade, declined 2 per cent below October, but were 
pactically on a par with sales in November, 1937. The unadjusted indexes (on the base 
730 = 100) were 84.5 for November, 1938, 85.9 for October, 1938, and 84.6 for Noven- 
br last year. The decline from October, was less pronounced than usual, while the 
omparison with November, 1937, is more favourable than any corresponding-month compar- 
son since last February. Sales to the end of November, 1938, were 2 per cent lower 


tan sales in the same period of 1937. 


After making adjustments for differences in number of business days and 
ir normal seasonal variations, November became the third consecutive month to show 
iiprovement over the preceding month. The adjusted index of 79.7 for November, 1938, 
qmpares with 79.5 for October, 79.3 for September and 76,4 for 4ugust. The adjusted 
idex of 79.9 for November, 1937, was only slightly higher than that for November of 
tis year. 


. | 
} 


| Increases over November, 1937, occurred in four of the twelve groups 
vered in this report. Hardware store sales gained 8 per cent; drug and grocery and 
fat stores advanced 4 per cent; while boot and shoe stores averaged 1 per cent higher, 
partment and variety stores were each down 2 per cent. Men's clothing and women's 
‘othing store sales declined 7 and 1 per cent respectively. Restaurant receipts drop- 
'd 7 per cent and candy store sales, 13 per cent. In the household group, furniture 
iores were 13 per cent lower and music and radio stores were down 16 per cent. 


| Compared with the 2 per cent decline in department store sales in Canada 
fom November, 1937, the following results were recorded by the various economic divis- 
ins; increases of ler cent in Quebec and in the Prairie Provinces; decreases of 2 

pr cent in Ontario; 7 per cent in British Columbia and 9 per cent in the Maritime Pro- 
vaces. For various other lines of retail trade summarized in this report on a region- 
basis, only the Prairie Provinces recorded increased sales over November, 1937, with 
¥Yomeasure of consistency, However, in most sections, and particularly in Ontario and 
ebec, Comparisons with November, 1937, reflected less serious declines than those for 
8 eleven-month period over the corresponding period of 1937. 


1 The summary of department store sales by departments shows a decrease 
om November, 1937, of 5 per cent for all departments, with declines predominating 
coughout the various sub-groups. Minor increases were recorded in sales of music and 
otwear. Women's and children's apparel declined 1 per cent, while men's clothing was 
oer cent lower. Hardware sales were down 6 per cent; household appliances, 7 per 
Git ; furniture, 8 per cent; and home furnishings, 11 per cent. The drug and food de- 


Pirtments each registered losses of 8 per cent. Books and smallwares were each down 4 
Pit cent. 
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Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1937 and 1938 by Kinds of Business 
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November | October 12 mos. 1938 
1930 


1937 | 1938 il mos. 1937 


General Index .... alk. 3 18) sche sy ee 

Mees and Shoes ............, - 26.9 + ide - 4.6 

ETT sinh ss sersls sleioig ee .te' occ =. 47.0 =) 1926 - 18.7 

MP OLOCHING 1... ..00ccscece - Hé - 6.8 i O.1 - 8,3 
Mets ClOthing 2... .cecceess - 20.4 - 0.9 youd ae ca | 
MESOTCAL oe. ec ep ena ces ~ 12.9 Nye pees =~ 349 
hk al loc dds on oe we - 14,3 + (450 ote Seg - 2,6 
MEO oct c ce cb cleecs - 20.5 - 12.8 - 12.3 - 1343 
troceries and Neats ......006 ee a ee | ae + ieee 
RS ee te a | rd 5 2.8 
Mee 8nd Radio ....cececvees ig bra rao - li.2 | pea cel 
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rene NADIUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF R@TAIL SALES-~-(AVERAGE FOR 1936 £ 100 


Maritime 


British 
Columbia 


Prairie 
Provinces 


Jovember, 1936 ..ooe 


112.2 
Jovember, os7 oescoe 


L227 6} 
Jovember, 1938 ..ce. 109.2 
MPMUUST secscesesns 85.4 
MOptvember ycovacee 94.1 
BODO bp e0nk ee oe 114.3 
MVOMDOL ssveccese 109.2 
{ Change, 
November, 1938 ... 
November, 1937 -11,0 
( Change $ 
Jan.-Nov., 1938 .. - 9.8 


Jan.-Nov., 19 


lovember, 1936 ceee- 
lovember, 1937 ee6a6 
lovember, 1938 ..... 


1OoG 


LOAL Lk 

338 

Gt ses cps stk se 92.8 

Beptomber ......4.. 100.8 

ar 11757 

SS a 104.1 
; Change, 

November, 1938 ... ot 

November, 1937 “3 
, Change, 

Jen.-Nov., 1938 .. mire oe 


Jan.-Nov., 19 rf 


Grocery and Meat Stores 


levember, 1935 ..eco 103.5 (a) 108,0 
lovember, 1936 ..eos 95.3 (a) 93.4 102.9 
lovember, 193% ...0. 106.2 (a) LOS 110.5 
levember, 1938 w.eac 110.5 (a) 116.2 (b) 
938 
a, ee woe (a) 105.3 106.5 
i an 100.2 (a) 94.4 103.7 
September ...+e... 110.9 (a) 109.4 TOT 7G 
MEGODEY .......005 Ts. (a) 118.7 99.8 
BMByOMDCr «.. cesses 110.5 (a) 1G oe (b) 
Change, 

November, 1938 ... 

ener. 1937 te (a) #1407 (b) 
Change, 

Jan,-Nov., 1938 .. + 2,9 (a) Lan (b) 
Jan.-Nov., 19 

Variety Stores 

Ovember, 1935 seco 101.4 99.1 94.2 
Ovember, 1936 ..aee 10056 °° 10k «5 100.0 
Ovember, 1937 ...0. 105.0 123.0 105.6 
i BONE ins 102.6 103.4 108.2 
ML uy cancvecs 7079 100.8 LO5aT 
September .....0ce 98.7 LOC. 106.1 
MPODOD so cvceeece 109.8(f£) 311.6 107.9 
November ..ceesees 102.6 103.4 108.2 
Change, 

November, 1938 ... = ove ene ye +e 
November, 1937 

Change, 

Jan.-Nov., 1938 .. - 6.0 + 1.6 
Jan.-Nov., 1937 _ ray 


a) Figures for the Maritime Provinces are withheld to avoid Sea LOST ie individual 
Perations. (b) Not available. (f) Final figures. (x) Includes men's furnishings. 
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q UNADIUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES--(AVERAGE FOR 1936 = 100) 
Maritime 
Provinces Quebec Ontario 


Prairie |British 


Year and Month Provinces|Columbia 
Department Stores 
Yovember, 1935 ..... | 1237 114.8 106.4 Lig. 1 Tagen aR ay eye | 
Jovember, 1936 ..... 11:4 62 114.3 111.5 119.0 aie ae 103.5 
Member, 1937 ..... ff 122.3 119.8 119.7 ToGs7 129.6 |) F1L6.4 
lovember, 1938 ..... || 120.3 108.5 120.4 118.5 131.4 | 108.4 
1938 
August CC TO CODE De Oa. af 83.5 S745 (Ge es 76.2 Sa 
Meeptomber ......., 104.4(f) 9254 41352 107.5 97.8 104.0 
MSODOD cess casass ah a 102.9 116.5 109.1 131.9 127.0 
MOMDOT cee s ees 120.3 108.5 120.4 118.5 131.4 108.4 
; Change, 
November, 1938 o@e°o pee 6 Az, + am - 
ASE TEE 1 904 0.6 de G + avd 6.9 
, Change, 
Jan.-Nov., 1938 .. - 3.9 - 9.6 - 1.1 - 4.4 Rob Mia wed 


_Jan.-Nov. ers i | 


Hardware Stores 
! i 


November, 1937 \ 7.6 ~ 3.0 Wai 


Change, 


Jan.-Nov., 1938 . 
Jan.-Nov., 1937 


+ 9.4 - 6.6 


ovember, 1936 ..... 104.0 14386 97.4 108.0 fH) 445.8 
Ovember, 1937 ..... 209.5. 134.5 e105 110.8 124.7 
Oyember, 1938 ..... LT 130.5 Tey ee rekiee 116.5 
38 | 

ME cd sc acess 126.3 131.6 2617 120.2 109.6 
September ..seccas 128.4 133.2 146.6 128.0 Liga 
Meober ....... 131 6 146.9 146.0 137.5 129.5 
Mepember . oe. nscec Vay gas) 130.5 eS ge 121.2 116.5 
Change, 

November, 1 Cae 


_Music and Radio Stores aoe 

| ! | 
vember, 1936 ...... |! 129.7 Deg mane 123.8 149.9 H gone 
feeeer, 1937 veeer 132.4 | (c) 150.3 131.0 D209 1214.3 
vember, 1938 ...., ie ie (c) 116.4 107.5 120.7 107.9 
38 
Ty. os sacks 85.4 (c) 81.6 88.5 92.9 78.9 
September .sesccos 116.5(f£) (c) oop he ng rg 115.5 104.3 
a 125.6 (c) 12059 12353 140.0 115 
November .ecescees Me ay | (c) 116.4 107.5 120.7 10727 
Shange , 
lovember, 1938 ... eee (c) -22.6 -17.9 - 1.0 - 3,2 
lovember, 1937 
shange , 
lana-Nov., 1938 .. Bor (c) -12,2 Be am sesh te tcc 


lan.-Nov., 1937 
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DEPARTMENTAL STOR@ SALZS IN CANADA, BY 


NOVEMBER, 1937, AND NOVSiBER, 1938 


(Based on sales of 19 firms) 
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TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS CWTMEN'S 6s, 6 000 BB ae 
Women's dresses, Coats and suits eer Marne 
Girls' and infants' wear Eists 6's 9 Sisto 0a TR aR aa teas 
Hosiery and gloves WR es sia2 6 56.0 bab were » eb bs so b 
Lingerie and corsets eae ane See Seas ee 


Millinery arse METS 8 AF 0.0 e800 0 O:0'6 On © 00 Bare wi e's 


Women's and children's apparel - 
(Total, l- 5) CGeorooeoeceoo 


Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings ..., 
Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ., 
Piece goods Rise Gls eubin ets (4s 4 nle's''s > 0X 640-06 vac tae e «8 
Smallwares SEVP Ie ia WA ENe sees vo 6 oh a 'e o's Rak 
Food and kindred products Pitts aie seis ale awe atts 


Furniture (including mattresses, springs) ... 


Home furnishings eee eee eeeere oe tCeeeecerers ener 


Household appliances and electrical supplies. 


Hardware and kitchen utensils CK eRe ha 
Radios, musical instruments and supplies .soe 
Shoes and other footwear RADU etal arn sede ke ate os 
Stationery, books and WACAZENOE s+ ebine as bis 90 


All other OPO GteutG, GeObEL esas csiees one v6 
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1,120,916 


1,013,875 


2555002 


26 
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596,884 


1606; 137 
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1,894,054 


938, 336 


1,414,596 


555,856 
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S76 5353 
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2,627,959 
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4373930 
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MONTHLY INDSXES OF RETAIL SALES IN CANADA, DECSMBSR, 1938 


Dollar value of retail sales for stores dealing in foods, clothing and 
household requirements averaged 36 per cent higher in December than in November and 
stood within one per cent of the amount recorded for December, 1937. After making al- 

lowance for differences in number of business days in various months the gain from Nov- 
ember was about on a par with the normal seasonal expansion for this time of year and 
reflects the impetus given to retail purchasing by the Christmas trade. The only 
slightly unfavorable comparison with December, 1937 must be attributed in part to the 
fact that there was one more Saturday for shopping before Christmas in December, 1938 
than in the preceding year. Average daily sales, in the calculation of which account 
is taken not only of the number of business days but also of the relative sales import- 
ance of different days of the week, averaged 8 per cent lower in December, 1938 than in 
the corresponding month of the previous year. This decline is partly the result of the 
somewhat lower level of consumer purchasing evident in 1938, partly a reflection of the 
exceptionally brisk Christmas trade in December, 1937, with which the comparison is made 
and is to some extent the result of declines in the shoe and clothing traces due to the 
unseasonable weather which extended into the month of December, 1938, The general in- 
dex of retail sales, unadjusted for number of business days or for seasonal variations 
stands at 114.0 for December, 1938, 84.1 for November and 115.0 for December, 1937, 


Retail trade in Canada for the year 193% was maintained ata level only 
slightly below that of 1937. Following the high peak in December, 1937 there was a 
falling off in sales until the months of April and May when the seasonally adjusted com- 
posite index for the 12 lines of business included in the survey stood four per cent 
below the 1937 average. Substantial improvement in June was followed by a drop in July 
and August. A gain in September has been maintained, the general index adjusted for 
seasonal variations moving horizontally until the end of the year with the result that 
dollar sales for the twelve lines of business included in the index stand only 2 per 
cent below the 1937 average. 


The substantial weight given to food stores in the index and the omis- 
sion of motor vehicle sales from this series combine to give the general index for the 
twelve lines of business a favorable bias. When data for country general stores and 
new motor vehicle sales are included in the calculations and weighted in proportion to 
their relative importance in the trade dollar sales for 1938 stand between three and 
four per cent below the 1937 evel. 


Trends for individual lines of business reflect the effect of various 
factors upon different trades. Sales of furniture stores, radio and music stores and 
hardware stores dropped in September, anxiety over the Hyuropean situation causing hesi- 
tancy in expenditures for more durable merchandise. Lateness in starting of the tourist 
trade is reflected in unusually low June and July restaurant business. Candy store and 
food store sales dipped in August when unusually warm summer weather extended the length 
Of absence of many people from the urban centres. And no mention of weather conditions 
is complete without reference to the autumn months when prolongation of summer conditions 
was instrumental in reducing sales of shoes and clothing well below the 1937 levels. 
Sales of men's clothing stores for the last four months of 1938 were 9 per cent lower 
than for the same period in 1937; women's clothing stores were down by 4 per cent in 
the same comparison while shoe store sales were off by 9 per cent. 


Four of the twelve groups covered by this report recorded increased sales 
in December 1938 over December, 1937, but only two groups showed improvement during 1938 
Over the previous year. Hardware store sales were 4 per cent greater than in December, 
19aT, and two per cent higher for the year. Groceries and meats advanced l per cent 
OVer December, 1937, and 2 per cent over the previous year. Variety store sales were 
up 1 per cent over December, 1937, but declined 3 per cent during the year. Candy sales 
exteeded December, 1937, by 3 per cent but were down 5 per cent during the year. Depart- 
tent store sales were down 2 per cent in December and 4 per cent for the year. Declines 
oelow December, 1937, for other groups follow, with the decreases for the year 1938 
mown in brackets: Men's Clothing, 7.(8); Women's Clothing, 1 (4); Boots and Shoes, 
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Wei); Drugs, 1 (3); Restaurants, 6 (6); Furniture, 2 (12); Music and Radio, Un- 
changed (7). 


Vhile department store sales in Canada during December, 1938, declined 2 
per cent below sales in the corresponding month of yaa. Ee following results were re- 
corded by the various economic divisions: increases of 1 per cent in quebec and the 
Prairie Provinces, and 2 per cent in British Columbia; decreases of 4 per cent in Ont- 
ario, 7 per cent in the Maritime Provinces. Department store sales during 1938 were 
lower for every division than in 293 Po Tle Quebec, the decline was 1 per cent; in the 
Prairie Provinces, 3 per cent; in British Columbia, 4 per cent; in Ontario, 4 per cent; 
end in the Maritime Provinces, 9 per cent, 


Results on a regional basis are shown in the attached tables for six 
other lines of retail business. Figures for grocery and meat stores and for variety 
stores are based entirely upon date submitted by chain store Companies. In computing 
the indexes allowances are made for the opening and closing of branches s0 that the fig- 
ures reflect the trend in a constant number of stores rather than the trend in chain 
store business as a whole. This factor is of considerable importance in the case of the 
grocery and meat group in Qyebec where the closing out of some of the weaker units and 
their consequent removal from the calculations tend to give a favorable bias to the re- 
sults shown for that province. On the other hand the 3 per cent decline between L937 and 
1938 shown inthe tables for a constant number of variety stores is reversed to 2 gain of 
2 per cent when 2 compzrison is mde of the aggregate sales of the chain store companies 
for the two years irrespective of the number of stores in operation in the two periods. 


Total sales of 20 departmental firms reporting sales by departments de- 
lined less than 1 per cent in December below December, 1937. ikiinor increases were re- 
jorted for women's and children's apparel, drugs, smallwares and books. Six departments, 
urniture, home furnishings, household appliances, hardware, music and all other depart- 
ents, recorded losses of less than l per cont. Men's clothing and food sales were cach 


lown 1 per cent, while the most serious decline occurred in sales of footwear which fell 
ff 6 per cent, 


Comparison of department store sales by departments for the calendar 
ears 1937 and 1938 will be shown in the January issue of this bulletin. 


Bomparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1937 and 1938 by Kinds of Business 
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) Figures f the Maritime oes are withheld to avoid disclosing individual 
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Year and Month CANADA Provinces 


Department Stores 
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British 
Columbia 


Prairie 
Provinces 


Ontario 


\Mecember, 1935 ...... US ed 163.3 154.6 146.0 

\December, 1936 ...... 169.9 176.6 171.6 162.0 

December, 1937 ...... 178.0 186.9 189.0 1L72y2 

December, 1938 ...... 175.0 Liss7 190.4 W753 

1938 
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MEIOL csi a sn cdee Re By Or 102.9 aa ee 
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Men.-Dec., 1937 
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December, 1937 . 
December, 1938 ...... 125.8 


1938 
MGT cost eke acs 126.3 
MBOGOMDCYr ....ee506 L2g.4 
i te ee 
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MCMDCL oo cts ee as 125.8 
( Change, 
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¢ Change, 
@en.-Dec., 1938 ... tia t 


Jan.-Dec. 
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December, 1937 
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¢) Discontinued. 
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DEPARTMENTAL STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
RN AL OLORE SALES J ay PP Ebi LED DEPARTMENTS 


NOVEMBER, 1937, AND NOVEMBER , 1938 - REVISED 


(Based on sales of 19 firms) 


| November November % Change, 
1937 1938 1938 
i oe 9 ) 
TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS paratieitew el wie 22,14 aa ee 

1, women's dresses, coats and suits atau eile gs Week 2,084,759 2 1727478 + ho 
2. Girls' and infants’ wear pti AN Sn. tee 7190, 784 852,021 | + 7.7 
3. Hosiery and gloves ............2..06, bowie eecaelaes 1,120,916 1,114,581 - 0.6 
mevingerie and corsets .....ccccceene APO See bree pret 1,013,875 1,002,265 =) on 
5. Millinery Ga Ma pabura yrs acy ala siale alee We 255,001 260 ,923 Pea 
6, Women's and children's apparel - (Total, 1-5), Cee Chae 402,268 nae Fie 
7, Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings ...., 3,125,236 3,046, 437 iain <r, 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ... 596 884 575,091 - 3.7 
ME EOOCE PI OT speaee od preperee t Pals 1 ago. 1347 wei dear = Ee 
0, Smallwares Cee meaner eee ee RWS ey eek Rie ws 884,125 876,699 - 0,8 
1. Food and kindred products Vrmtene oe eet ae tere 1,894,054 1,815 444 - 6,2 
2. Furniture (including mattresses, springs) ..., 938 , 336 886 , 539 - 5.5 
3}, Home furnishings eR S RW a eS bo Oy ne eb oe 6 6 OC o 1,414,596 t5297,977 - 8,3 
4. Household appliances and electrical supplies.. 555,856 533,814 - 4,0 
)» Hardware and kitchen utensils HEU cats ats ees 565,273 543,169 o)) Se 
» Radios, musical instruments and supplies ...., 376,353 403 ,808 + Te3 
+ Shoes and other footwear RP Ron oh elton Gerais iss aiipiate oy LO FOUL 1,828 , 538 * Os 
etationery, books and magazines ...-s.eseoce, 455 4565 448,325 ole 
+ All other departments, total ARBRE oe sab 2 9 n 2,627,959 2,531,015 Me 


| 
‘gure . tage changes from November 1937 have been altered 
Eiiaose povember sab Lignaa ber centage chongss from N in salés reported to the Bureau, 
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December December % Change, 

ues AIRE) Aan MO Tease, 1937 1938 1938/37 
a ie at | Fi 
TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ....sccccccces 05,792,798 535,060 , 740 ~ 0.7 
mae Women's dresses, coats and suits .....cceeece 2,503,482 2,552, 968 + Bl 
Memeerie’ Bnd InTants” wear 5... ..cboccceeecceess 1,154,154 1,275,148 + 1.8 
‘5. Fosiery and gloves ....... 4 SY OR eaN Gommemanss. Ure 2,018,627 2,029,886 + 0.6 
Murer erie Gnd COrSehS 2.065 ess eb cot sebowoune 1,780,525 1,764,417 ~ 0.7 
5. Let See ES eee ae RW ee 229,341 239,001 + 4,2 
6. Women's and children's apparel --. 
otal B1Si sys. an ae 7,486,129 | 7,564,420 + 1.0 
7. Men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings .... 4,606,489 4,557,916 aoe neh 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations .. 1,389,258 1,390,586 + 0.1 
9. Piece goods 200% HO IS ene estan SPS ae 1 942,335 1,848,202 -~ 4.8 
MSL LWATOS 20 cs cc ee cece beccceens OE ae ee 1,582,779 | 1,601,072 + Lae 
ll. Food and kindred products ...... wise = 40)" eta 2,605, 604 2:0 70,700 ~ 1.2 
12. Furniture (including mattresses, springs) ... 1,033,016 i 025,256 - 0.8 
13, Pome furnishings ..... EO EOS TRIE, PERPENm 5 Sab 1,663,600 1,652,273 = (OCF 
14. Pousehold appliances and electrical supplies. 648,541 643,407 - 0.8 
15. Pardware and kitchen utensils ....... Bran Ghedeee 741,503 750,000 - 0.7 
16, Radios, musical instruments and supplies .... 570,588 565,179 - 0.9 
@eeshoes and other footwear ...ccscccssescveecve 2,446 , 300 2,008,251 - 5.6 
18, Stationery, books and magazines ..+.s+e- eae | L276, 777 1,310,700 + 2.7 
| 

19. All other departments, total sa aoe ean | 5,799,879 5,783,713 - 0.3 
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DEPARTMENTAL STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


DECEMBER, 1937, AND DECEMBER, 1938 


(Based on sales of 20 firms) 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETALL SALES IN CANADA, JANUARY, 1939 


Although dollar value of retail sales declined in J 
by rather more than the usual seasonal amount 


tained at a level only one per cent below tha 
per cent higher than in January, 1936. 
business included in this monthly survey 


January, 1939, 62.7 for January, 1938, 


Dominion Statistician: 
Chief, Internal Trade Branch: 


* 


tistician: 


anuary from December 
» nevertheless sales in January were main- 
t of January a year ago and were about 4 
The composite index for the twelve lines of 

and on the base 1930 = 100 stands at 61.9 for 


63.6 for January, 1937 and 59.2 for January, 
1936. On making allowance for difference 


Ss in number of business days and for normal 
seasonal variations the composite index declined from foe. tor December, 1938 to Tac 
for January, 1939. . 


Excepting only groceries and meats, 
are available averaged lower in January this year than last, declines ranging from 1 


per cent for women's clothing stores to 16 per cent for candy stores being recorded. 
sales of grocery and meat stores avera 


last according to indexes Compiled fro 
companies operating in this field. 
allow for the opening or closing of branch stores so that the results reflect the trend 

in sales for a constant number of stores rather than the trend in grocery chain business 
is @ whole. The number of grocery chain units operating in January, 1939, is consider- 

bly smaller than the nymber in operation a year ago. The closing out of some of the 


Weaker units and the continuation of the larger stores hag probably introduced a favor- 
ible bias to the indexes thus computed, 


all lines of business for which data 


Indexes of department store sa 
f the trend in retail buying in different re 
eles averaged only 1 per cent lowor in Janua 
Tairie Provinces. On the other hand a 
46 Provinces. Onterio sales were down 
ff by 5 per cent, 


les by economic divisions are indicative 
gions of the country. Department store 
ry this year than last in Quebee and the 
decline of 8 per cent was recorded in the Prai- 
by 4 per cent and sales in British Columbia were 


New Series of Drug Store Indexes 


Monthly indexes of drug store sales previously published havo been com- 
uted from returns secured from all the larger chain store companies Operating in this 
ield. During recent months these returns have been supplemented by monthly statements 
f sales secured from some 500 independent stores located in different sections of the 
ountry and covering the period from January, 1936, to date. It is thus noy possible to 
resent indexes of drug store sales for each of the several economic divisions of the 
ountry. The complete series from January, 1936, will be found in the attached tables. 


Comparative figures for January of this year and lest reveal but minor 
ifferences in the various sections of the country. Dpug store sales in the Prairie 
"ovinces were practically unchanged from January last year. Sales were down by 1 per 
at in British Columbia, 2 per cent in Quebec and the Maritime Provinces and 3 per cent 
Mumerio, Sples for the Dominion were down by 2 per cent. 


Department Siore Sales by Departments 
Annual Totals for 1 and 1938 


hggregate sales for 22 departmental firms reporting sales by departments 
re 3.6 per cont lowor in 1938 than in 1937. Sales of hosiery and gloves were practical- 
‘unchanged in the annual comparison but all other departments averaged lower. Sales 
“Pisce goods were down by 7.8 per cent; men'g and boys’ clothing and furnishings, 546 
" cent; shoes and other footwear, 3.0 per cent and women's and childrens’ apparel, 
1? per cent. The furniture end household group shows declines ranging from 2.5 per 
nt for household appliances and electrical supplies to 6.9 per cent for a ed nue Gee 
struments and supplies. The furniture department was down by 4.7 per cent and home a 
shings by 6.0 per cent. Declines for other departments were 2.0 per cent for drugs, l. 
* Cent for smallwares, 2.6 per cent for food products, 5.5 PGF Seats s Or Ean Tease 
tchen utensils, 2.1 per cent for stationery, books and magazinos and 2.1 per cent for 
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@ Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1938 and 1939 by Kinds of Business 
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. UNADJUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALZS--(AVERAGZ FOR 1936 = 100 


Maritime Prairie British 
Year and Month CANADA Provinces | Quebec Ontario | Provinces Columbia 


Men's Clothing Stores(x 


| January, 1936 ...... 66.1 68.9 67.5 60.0 70.2 
lMenuery, 1937 ..... R 76.5 80.6 80.4 64.4 15s6 
menvary, 1938 ...0.. 11.2 83.1 78.8 69.9 (iss 
Menuary, 1939 coc. Tiel OT oe ‘ee 65.2 15.0 
1338 
DEED 0ST. Ges eaesns : 120.2 103.0 113.9 173.0 114.9 
BBVCMDOL 5.562000 Seti (S$)! 2a0e9 119.23 149.2 13085 
MeGOMDOl cisssees . 165.2 LTS ee 173.8 150.4 173.9 
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0 Le] p72 12.4 65.2 1540 
% Change, 
etary. 1939 .... = T+3 -19.1 ae! SO - 6.7 - 3.0 


January, 1938 


Menuary, 1936 ...... 
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Menuary, 1938 ...... 
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1938 , 
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pV OMDCT cence cces 
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4 Change, 
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January, 1938 
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9309 

Mery, 1937 .ecees 10580 
Menuary, 1938 ,..... 95.42 
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BOVOMDCr 1. ccc ces 108.7 Feng 

December ....s.ee 133.6 LOB. 
1939 
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January, 1938 
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Maritime Provinces are withheld to avoid disclosing individual 
a Beenie ote Final figures. (x) Includes men's furnishings, 
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UNADJUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALKS--(AVERAGE FOR 1936 = 100) 
Maritime | 
Year and Month CANADA Provinces! 


Department Stores 


i 


British 
Columbia 


Mmeary, 1936 ...... 
Mery, 1937 ..nsce 
Geary, 1938 ...;. . Tia 
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7%, Change, 
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January, 1938 


Hardware Stores 
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MPOVEMDCT ...,00000 BET a3 129.1 131.65 102.4 12340 L537 
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~% Change, 
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\f) Final figures 
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UNADJUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALZS-- (AVERAGE FOR 1936 = 100 


Maritime Prairie 
CANADA | Provinces quebec Ontario | Provinces 


| Year and Month 


British 
Columbia 


Drug Stores 


1936 
BEMUETY occ se 90.9 85.8 94,3 92.5 86.9 86.3 
Pooruary ..... Geer 87.4 98.0 93.3 86.3 89.1 
ash OS. otc 94.2 92.0 100.5 94.6 89.1 90.7 
ee 904.2 94.7 ees 96.1 96.0 94.7 
Se as eens s 97.9 2oe3 96.7 98.9 98.3 9333 
Baa Fy dls. slaies's 94.7 937 96.8 95.7 ‘EO 93.0 
Mss 56 6s ee 98.0 99.0 94.4 100.8 93.1 99.1 
PUpUBt .. 6s ty OP e> 103.3 95.9 vy ae 96.7 L005 7 
September .... 100.6 98.5 9166 97.6 110.8 104.3 
Metober seco. 107.8 104.4 105.9 104.2 118.6 1204 
November ..... 99.1 ea, 102.8 99.0 q1-3 90.5 
December ..... 3007 145.0 119.4 Mi L3S 8 135.9 139.1 
Yearly Average 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

1237 
MeMUGTY 56 sess 10027 96.5 104.7 102.0 94.2 102.2 
Pebruary ..... 98.3 92.8 ray ray bs SEO 89.8 96.8 
a 105.8 109.0 110.5 106. 99.0 101.5 
OS 10227 103.5 104.9 £0L. 5 | 100.2 10256 
7) Eee , MOS 2 105.7 103.8 106.3 104.6 103.2 
TANG «s.00s AF 101, 10077 1027 103.7 96.5 102.4 
re 107.6 114.9 105.7 110.8 S74 109.5 
2 rr 1071 114.0 107.0 108.8 100.3 106.3 
September .... 110,2 108, 2 108.9 108.4 114.3 ew Ry ge? 
BeGODOT ..sens 113.8 EEG. Liis9 1108 118.4 123.6 
November ..... 104.5 103.4 LOV.38 106.0 oa eu 10303 
December ..... 138, 3 157.0 128.5 P39 ue beds 146.4 
Yearly Average 108.0 110.1 108.6 108.6 103.9 109.6 
mot 

Be senuary ere dees Lone? LO1LS3 106.2 103.0 93.9 101.6 
February .....6 94,1 9207 A ire 94.5 88.5 eee 
MArCh ..csscee 103, 102.9 109.6 104.4 94.9 104.3 
og Ebene ae 105.0 106.5 107.5 105.0 Laine 106.6 
Mein cces 100.6 oon 100.2 101,8 97.6 101.0 
meres Grae WODGY 99,3 100.9 103.5 96.0 100.2 
PRIN yig's Asie 104.6 105.2 10.5 105.9 103.4 106.0 
i 105.8 108.4 104.3 105.8 106.3 106.5 
September .... 10746 101.0 104.6 105.4 116.5 114.0 
Detaber ..... : aakeeee 100 a 111.9 108.2 126.0 119.1 
November ..... 103.5 99.4 LOT 07 103.3 102.0 - 101.3 
December ..... 136.0 137.2 425.9 136.8 141.3 142.3 
Yearly Average 106.4 105.3 106.6 106.5) 4) tebe LOG. 24: 

i 

Bi ocscry Pash ee 99.6 pose 103.7 100.0 93.6 100.9 


Per cent change 


fees 1999 2... ee eae Sal may - 2,9 - 0.3 - 0.7 
Jan. 1938 


gine’ ee i 5 Mune 3 acy eu ee tees = ee : : Tad Si maa Whe me ear 
As Fy Seerate @iciarae Prork dope ty wavseeds. SieNi Lant lee be wh ede Recut, ates ote chin Kg é ‘ vag  Nevande RQ) FOR ICRU Re RAVeE, aera GISSGRRBC a Sen ALAY gue’ . . 2 hts 
mos a GRAS lide TRUE Foe ATINO TA. aot, HER ene UE Sem Ay ERI ceeN eS ante RY Od) SNE has eee 8 canes or a ny + ute bam) ene hy Fm evant Ppt ein “ « eat ees. oeNS 
' ‘ Mf 
! + 
” : 
. " 
A ; 
a) 3 ty ure * vg . mi gt Fy Sl ge oe ea tO 
: ‘ art 4 : é : ee 
ry t ‘ ke eh * : wo Sc ta wi ty hey 
4 . * ’ 3 . . 4 . . . . . a . 
' . ” on lay ’ 2 ate eeu ae tee 
. ' . 5 7 c a ® " fea Pad eos v 
‘ - ‘ . . . yom ee | 
i S a ' er; e fe tie ie ea 
j ‘ Oc 5 8 ‘ ie 
ai we . * { 2 Neg . £ ¥ 5 Re 
-, : y 7 = ¢ = e $ Z 
4 ’ ; ; ee Cras - ‘ Ser} Se eae 
‘ 2 oy 4 ~ A 
ay eh mae BS 4 ‘ toh we : a0 
: ‘ ‘ alt ‘ , ‘ . ac . Coe . : % 
$ , 
. 5 . ’ 6 
‘ : a i a 4 Paty as Oe eS : 
, z 
, ; 
‘ t 
) 
‘ : 
, 
i ‘( 
* u rang 4 $ a: ” , ‘ (Hea, matey aee ao 
: : 4 1 
- 5 5 ° Masten 2 ‘ CBee we ee 
e 4 « i ee : ‘ ‘ t : 9 A Mk be BE Oe ee 
a a cor m . ‘ . ’ « Ev is *s . a 
i 4 
. \ ‘ . . é S| Ons Keene, (ee eleva: gain 
. . . i , . : Hi * . so & @ ‘ . 
4 * u ‘ SS es See ee ee One 
F : aD ig ‘ 
4 bd . ; - ao Oe Son) aa eee wy ¢ > 
F ‘ ‘a , ek . = a Sey 
’ ‘ t : ‘ Deny oo . Rita hs (emt 8 
. ’ . . - ‘ - Ce Aer aad 
* ’ + . a $ , . a ae ” * ‘ 
. a . o z ‘ ” pF 5%, 
: : 
. a+ . . . ; » “1 ’ is a ae Fas) . one 
‘ ‘ 
ae : ’ { 
a 1 o ‘ . ’ a eee 4 
t . 
rie , ' . + . 2 ou ee we AS 5 
1 ‘ t : 
’ ‘ ‘ t , . 4 5 . . oo ee 
‘ 
=e: : ey . . { , - Cine eet ee hae « ¥ 
is 5 cae © 4 , ‘ ' rf : . es cle eae ee 
” t ae ’ < ' ' . ‘ . , 
‘ t iw, , . ‘ 
’ 3 > a e a8 ; ee ie Sia By eins 
Mi ‘ » , ‘ 4 no f . +. es 
> x ” . % os ' 2 3 s re eae 
, , ” ° . ° e a 
4 , . « ‘, e ‘ . A 4S 
t “ > ec + x 2 j 
i : vo 
! re.’ 
ie 
, 
rs 
) ! 
’ cee * . ote. IS ee % 
; ~ . 
\ Bi “ r ars ee | . 
prey . i i Fi 4 , * 
. ¢ p 
a 


wee a eRe oe y seat dese 5 kite cee tes ’ ror exe) nee ene Waediee WUE ‘ TRAN SNe Ae CN 4 . denne 1 . ‘ 


-~9- 


. DEPARTMENTAL STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 

a ANNUAL TOTALS FOR 1937 and 1938 

: (Based on sales of 22 firms) 

% Change, 
| Ph REESE 


1937 | 
| 


5 


} TT TNE ES SC a. a om 
\ - | $ 
. TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ....... mike 176 


6©oe@0 
0600 


1. Women’s dresses, coats and suits ceecscoccce 


| 2,956, 362 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


2 Girls' and infants' wear eC Foose oe oo oe 7 FOR 0008008 


36 Hosiery and gloves COT [88 S10 0:0 068) 6) 4 (0) '6,.61 016. 6.1916 oO Asene 6 ClO 10,413,718 ae ae 
MTS SG COCSOETE 6c. . cc woec cnc vedesecccence 10,444,998 | 9957, 9364 = heF 
5. Millinery COMO HSC ECO FFP OO COTO 05006600000 00000 6 3,182,474 3,102,445 ad 2.5 


6, Women's and children's apparel - (Total, 1-5) .. | 


2) slipesuos 25,650,546 eg ee 


1, Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings ...+.0.6 


8, Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ..... | 75320,443 | 7,175,959} - 2.0 


DOWOSL 302 > Toros. 25401 "=. a8 


9, Piece goods eCoeceeree eae eer eodeoer vee 0e Coe oH OCOD BO OO } 


i 
H 
tae 
Omeraliwares OP ete re Reeling) sa ge lei G.\u's o¢ Fos ale ¥K' ve aa i 8,205,512 | 8,152,578 | - 1.6 
| 
| 


‘ 


fee atid Kindrod products: .......:.c0esscecveees || 22,383,634 | 23,804,515 f= OMe 


13,028,989 22,419,605 | ~ Age 


2, Furniture (including mattresses, springs) ...ccc 


MEL SNUNGS 4 6.6 cc cave cccc'neecepeecvecseoes 16,212,900 15,242,522 1 =" bse 


> 


» Household appliances and electrical supplies ..e» 5,849,130 5,705,044 |- 2.5 


8,123,913 | 7,674,716 |= 565 
{ 


6, Radios, musical instruments and supplies ...-ec. 3,703,202 3,447,608 |- 6.9 
Ts)Shoes and other footwear o..,cscececscccevsveces 17,366,449 | 16,854,067 |- 3.0 
8. Stationery, books and magazines ...... tet aioe soa 4,155,202 4,067,043 }- 2.1 


5. Hardware and kitchen utensils i 
| 
| 


9, All other departments, total ...sccececessscoces 28,389,711 | 27,799,071 |- 2.1 
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7 DEPARTMENTAL STORS SALZS IN CANADA BY S#LECTED DSPARTMENTS 


January, 1938, and January, 1939 


(Based on sales of 22 firms) 


January January % Change, 
1938 1939 1939/38 
$ 3 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS mR Lk ee = 262 
1. Women's dresses, coats and suits adie Wee here 1,107,006 LS, 6094) + O50 
Meet to and infants’ wear... .cscccscccsccccece 321,341 elas 25 = 2.5 
MU LY SUC AELOVES 6. ys ae cece ssceeceacis sits 498,130 494,346] - 0,8 
e282 GNd COFSELS 6 occ i eres csssccoccecce. syeeruya 651,258 | =.3,6 
ae ans ee 104,628 EN tS ben ir mere + 
6. Women's and children's apparel - 
RT ted, 2a 5) uae aen eels - 0.9 
7. Men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings 3%. 1,345,396 1,319,426 | = 2.9 
8, Drugs and toilet articles and preparations .., 545,569 515,276 | - 5.6 
é 08 Behe 5 Soleids See c babe cbde vee ace 1,555,396 1,462,946 | - 5.9 
NE oY ON iia ao bab a des Khba bb d ba cb cays 602,096 600,633 | - 0.2 
@ueeood and kindred products sscoccsccvesccccvece 1 120,362 1,659,997 | - 3.5 
12, Furniture (including mattresses, BPYINES) «+s 869,681 852,800 | = 1,9 
ME PUPNYENINES | iis ss ceceveccccsvescvccdeas 916, 326 687,978 | = 351 
14, Household appliances and electrical supplies.. 317,500 338, 397 i 6.6 
154 Hardware and kitchen utensils ....seceeececees 400,916 393,815 | - 1.8 
16, Radios, musical instruments and SUDDIABS: wanes 268,466 261,595 I= 206 
11. Shoes BO ASOUNET fF OCtWEGE “ii sas slb agcin so Ao 0 0k 780,581 77,606 | = lyk 
18, Stationery, books and magazines .asesesecesces 253,897 259,760 | + 243 
I ALL merer departments, total c.receessicsesess 1,650,701 1,624,760 | - 1.6 
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24 LD 


Dollar value of retail trade in Canada for February was practi 
cally unchanved fron January but was 3 per cent below February a year AZO, 
according to returns covering the operations of more than 4,500 individual 
stores and giving represtation to twelve lines of: retail business. The 
unadjusted index of Sales on the base 13930=100 stands at 60.6 for february, 
mod, 60.7 for January, 1939, and 62.” for February, (1938, After adjust~- 
ments for number-of-business days and normal seasonal variations, February 
sales show a decline fron the immediately preceding month, the adjusted in- 
G@ex receding from 76.3 for January to 74.3 for February. 


Two of the twelve lines of trade included in this Survey show 
an increase over February last year: drug store sales were up 5 per cent, 
while music and radio store sales gained 4 per eent., Ali Other trades re- 
corded declines, the percentage decreases fron February, 1938, ranging fron 
e per cent for grocery and meat stores and for furniture stores to 21 per 
cent for shoe stores, Declines for other &6Toups were as follows: men's 
elothing stores, 3 per cent; hardware Stores, 4 per cent; variety stores, 4 
per cent; department Stores, -5 per cent; women's clothing stores, 7 per 
cent; candy Stores, 8 per cent; and restaurants, 12 per cent. 


Department store sales averazed lower in February of this year 
than last in all sections of the country) o Ts comparison with the average 


decline of 5 per cent for the country as a whole, decreases for the various 


economic divisions were 8 per cent for the Maritine Provinces .5 pee cent 
for Quebec, 6 per cent for Ontario, 5 per cent for the Prairie Provinces, 
and 5 per cent for. British Toes , 


Drug store sales were 14 per cent higher in Quebec provinee in 
February of this year compared with last. ‘Increases of 8 per cent and 4 
per cent were recorded for the ilaritime Provinces and ODeEr1o. whidie-des 
Mees of 2 per cent and 3 per cent were recorded in the Prairie Provinces 
ind British Columbie. 


Grocery and meat store sales averaged 4 per cent higher in 
luebec province in Pebruary of: this. year compared with last. Ontario sales 
‘emained unchanged while decreases of ll per cent and 18 per cent were re- 
‘orded for the Prairie Provinces and British Columbia. It should be pointed 
Ut that indexes of sales for this eroup atre compiled from returns submitted 
y Chain stores only. In computins the indexes, adjustments are made to 
llow for the opening or closing of branches so that the resulting figures 
Sibect the trend in sales for a constant number of units rather than the 
Tend in chain food store business as a whole, During recent months there 
a8 been a considerable reduction in the number of chain units operated, 
eyecially in Qucbee province. To the cxtent that the business of closed 
hits is transferred to continuing stores, the indexes of sales thus com~- 
uted are recognized to have a favourable bias. 
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Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1938 and 1939 
by Kinds of Business 
ae OF business 


‘wae February, 1939. 
} sn Oe Ga DeCe 
compared with 


Cumulative 


Kind of Business ravewes 


February | February January |; Jan.-Feb.,1939 
= plat ED ME MY Ba Bak ok 
LUSG L938 1939 Jan.-Feb. ,1938 


Meee LNGOCK wee revesse 
Memos 8nd ShoeS ...cesoe 


Candy SUONe @ S168 © & 6 6 66 66 6 @ « 


oe 


Mee CLOTHING 2 wcwcecss 
Men's Clothing ....... 
Meer eMONtal . ee. nce eee 
ae a er 
BS 8k kk le ow we 
Mameeries and Meats .... 
ES ae a a 
Meee ond Radio ..w.scecee 
estaurant aT a RY. ante <8 


EE ae 


J 
tt i 
’ ’ ! } 
renee SF Taare ace eer eceeae Ee 


Number of Stores Reporting 
La okesdenettae eae ae RO ek 


— . | ., . 


| Number of 


Kind of Business ie 
Stores 


TOTAL PONS CS 16, OOS NS 6 6 6. Ee, Ow Le ee eels 


Boots and Shoes (1) ee ere sn 4)® sieuels 6 

i ld a 169 
TS ES gle, gies: sip eels ie ela be 8 le 0 ae a Be 493 
Ge TOO GRAN S: occ 6 6 a 000 6.0 45 POS ie ry ve 383 
Departmental SAW SU Gla G6 Oke erel ea! o\ecw weds oem aRe ¢ he 
eee Be eg Ca eNaN geo WARY 4,(4-ob% ey ety dis: e) 6s $e) aus eran waite 795 
DYER AEUTC, 655s ee ae a ee Or ee wg winie ase 62 
Groceries and Meats Ue raeainaienrsemniarsy annem 1,420 
WET Oe Sa belie aa Vike Ee tee Teer ea ere 136 
Music and ni ae ROSA Baas ore. bria) Mute ser aon ele ao ‘ . Li? 
Restaurant ‘1 “ME Sa RY Fae RM ra ee 127 
oe yh te he ec vs a ek 433 


(1) Indexes for these lines of business are based on returns 
from chain companies only. Indexes for other lines 
of business are computed from returns from both chains 


and independents. 
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Grocery and Meat S$ 
Meeobruery, 1936 ..... IFS 
Mepruary, 1937 «ise. 96.9 
Bebruary, 1938 ..... 202.1 
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1938 
Movember ...ecces ‘ 103.4 
eGRTIDOT «\s sss sie ss 128.0 
1939 
SS na , 98.4 
POOruary i.esess as 100.7 
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UNADJUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES - Average for 1936 = 100 


Maritime Prairie 
Provinces Quebec Ontario Provinces 


British 


Year and Month Columbia 


CANA DA 


Pebruary, 1936 ..... 

eevoruary, 1937 ..<<. 

February, 1938 ..... 

Fobruary, 1939 ..... 
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Z 
November ..... eos 
December , oe 
1929. 
BBR E esc. 6 ks a 3's 
PeOPUBry «soe eee. 


February , 1938 


7%, Change, 
Jan.-Fob., 1939 ee 
Jan.-Feb., 1938 


Bepruary, 1936 ..... 
Pebruary, 1937 ..... 
Pepruary, 1938 ..... 
Beorvuery, 1939 saa 
1938 

November ...... nee 

Pecember ..cececcs 
1939 


i aan 


156.0(f) 


69.5 
56.9 


a al) 


February, 1938 
vA Change, 


Jan.-Fob. 1939 cae 
J 8 


an.-Feb.,19 


f Change, 
February, ed es - 1,6 
February, 1938 

o Change, 
Jan.-Feb. 1939 ... - 1.6 
Jan.-Feb. ,1928 

Variety Stores 


) - | ics cay a Fl ” 68.7 
February, 1936 .... 67.6 62.3 70.4 
Merruary, 1937 w+ ! 69,8 iy 4 5ue PRY, pe 
February, HORG vewha a | 69.6 64.5 1323 Hs 
Bevruary, 1939 ...+. 66.7 63.3 bo «7 : 
1938 
POVOMbDED ..cecsens £030 10561 LOT « ie: 
BPQOMDOr 40 ci cscs 20910(f) 1) 22643 198.7 248, 
£939 
ERO ay 5 Sak ko 65.5 60.4 Tine Bs 
BGOTURTY seseces oe 66.7 6333 69.7 19. 
° Change, 
February, 1939 ... | ~ 4,2 - 1.9 - 4.9 1: Ta 
February, 1938 
% Chan 
Jan. =Feb. SS. k's - 3.4 - 5.4 ~ 1,2 + 2.5 
ret 


= Provinces are Wr nnela O ABvoLrd” asec OSing IndLviLaua 
trons: (r) Final figures. (x) Includes men's furnishings, 
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UNADJUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES--(AVERAGE FOR 1936=100) 
Ui NU} we RE DALES~~ (AVERAGE FOR 1936=100) 


% ete. Maritime _,.| Prairie | British 
Year and Month | CANADA Provinces] Quebec ontario | , irae | ne 


Provinces; Columbia 
mes ee eee 


February, 1936 .. j 
Bevruary, 1937 
February, 1938 
pebruary, 1939 
1938 

December 
19359 

Hanuary ... ; 

Beer Uary os a ee o 
% Change, 

Benruary, 1939. 

February, 1938 
% Change, 

mene-Feb., 193 


Ae a ne ea enema ca 


Jan.-Feb., 1938 


Hardware Stores 


Bepruary, 1936....4 50.5 42.9 55 29 46.3, Se ek Boao 
February, 1937 | 55.4 59.0 64.0 SL ee 1 53.4 55.9 
Bebruary, 1958 .. 4 62.6 63.8 67 4 64.7 55,8 66.7 
Beeruary, 1959 .. # 60.1 52.6 O07 ay es 54.8 58.2 
1938 hi 
December ....-:>, Ca 6 ( 139.0 Lig 27 116.3 ee he, 116.3 
1939 
Muary ..... 0. | 67.1 76.5 85.2 6450 Bae 56.0 
Meeriwery, ose.,. 1 60.1 52.6 ¥O87 54.5 54.8 58.2 
@ Change, 
February, 1939 #- 4.92 -17.6 +18.1 -15,.8 = 198 ~12.7 
February, 1938 
% Change, | 4 
Jan.-Feb., 1939 | - 2.5 L = "642 | 417.8 a14,1 =1:0' |[--¥339 
Jans-Feb., 1938 | 


February, wea 
mepruary, 1937 .. 
Bebruary',, 1938 .. 
Bebruary, 1939 .. 
1938 
BeCOMV Or lass evs 
£2959 
A ha er 
POT UaPY «6's. 6 
® Change, 
pebruary, 1939 
Pebruary, 1938 
@ Change, 
Jan.-Feb., 1939 
Jan.-Feb., 1938 ° 


” Drug Stores 
mepruary, 1936 ., | 
Meeoruary, 1937 .. 
Pebruary, 1938 .. 
Bobruary, 1959 .. 
£958 Fi 
Becember ...cee 1136.0 
1939 | 
ear yy 6s eb eG 
BU rUary 2s. es 
i Change, | 
February, 19359 
February, 1938 
e Change, 
Jan.-Feb., 19359 


Jan.-Feb., 1938 


ee ce rerereeneenspinennerassnnacssseeemeesnibeetnenanson 
(c) Discontinued 
(f) Final figures. 
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PEEARIMENTAL STORE S\LZS$ IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


RESRULRY » 1938 AND FEBRUARY, 1939 


(Based on sales of 18 firms) 
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February 


February |% Change, 
19 8 


TOTAL SaLes, ALL DSPARTHENTS CHU WCE Dwele balks Gi A 0,46 - 6.0 

1. Women's dresses, coats EP OEE DE sete que dat. 1,016, 397 986,205 = 3.0 
2. Girls' and infants' wear Biss Ghaiat eB. whiviahs Gig kg Se oh 302 ,552 277,169) = Bia 

| 3. Hosiery and gloves Pai Sse @ ales Bias + Sieg Bhosabrevat aver 564,685 Sal 230). eee 
4» Lingerie and corsets Ae) ae oe: ee ee a | 604 ,949 586,585] - 3.0 
5. Millinery Pet SS Leb pineiahe na wanes nbiele mcd 114,566 LOG; OGG Bee 


6. Women's and children's apparel -(Total, 1-5) ... 2hOOR 169 IR ASK aCe |. 4.1 


1. Men's and boys' clothing and FUtmL Swings: § oo. ie 1,201,940 1,150,026] - 4,3 


8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ...., 549,029 DeAsS12) = Age 


ve Piece goods ah eee ee ee a ee WS ares ge abel eg & eb @ aia a Pyec0,124 1,165,057 — 5.0 


lO. Smallwares PAR ets Se Fo ele Wika vb al tie Peal os’eb ere 6 ok 580,356 eer yee | Mere 


l. Food and kindred PPOOMS Ol dss ba ews ee ware oduweuun 4,721,438 POOL 4014 me. eee 


BePueniture fannrtuding mattescane epainpd) leeesed 1,103,967 972,796] = 11,9 
33 Home furnishings She. 2) CLS TOP ONG Cre) 88 6 6: 6 OG. 66 WS CLS Bie K & & 1,074,929 932,096 =~ 1353 
| 

*. Household appliances and electricel supplies ... 399, 846 3995747 (a) 

>» Hardware and kitchen WSCA Sis i eo Ae ee OER bh wa 545,903 506,374) = Fae 
De Radios, musical instruments end Suppliee sess y es Pe BE 251,502) > Gan 
I, Shoes and other footwear Wa ttetss 6G Mis Ks cole kos A 768,292 698,280; - 9,1 
. Stationery, books and MECEINOS 2 .5.6db bade ocean 238,668 StiyelGt by 


» All other Oe Semen ts, “Hoch l .\. ves vis gxaneln ee doe 1,485,625 1,419,750 - 4.4 
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; | en esegnaeenee 
aan meneame cence ee : 
) Decrease is less than 0.1 per cent. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SAL@S IN CANADA, MARCH. 1 9 
TL SALES IN CANADA, MARCH, 1939 


- «after making adjustments for number of business days, 
rbitrary adjustment for the Changing date of Haster, 


sales in March were approximately maintained at the February level and were 5.3 per 


vent lower than in March last year. 


Three of the twelve groups recorded increased sales over March, 1938. 
rug store sales were up by 6 per cent; grocery and meat store sales gained 3 per cent, 
tile furniture store sales were also fractionally higher. Candy store sales were 
he same as in March, 1938. The department store and variety store groups were down by 
and 1 per cent respectively. Men's Clothing stores sales declined 13 per cent, wo- 
en's clothing stores, 9 per cent, while boot and shoe store sales recorded a decrease 
fl? per cent. Hardware store sales were down 6 per cent, music and radio store 
ales,17 per cent, while restaurant receipts were down by 8 per cent, 


Results on a regional basis are now available for six lines of business, 
rug store sales averaged higher in Mareh this year than last in all provinces, 2ains 
or the various regions being as foilows: Quebec, 10 per cent; Prairie Provinces, 7 
er cent; Ontario, 5 per cent; Maritime Provinces, 4 per cent and British Columbia, 
per cent. Department store sales were unchanged in Ontario in March this year compar- 
Jwith last, gained slightly in British Columbia end were slightly lower in the Prairie 
rOvinces and Quebec. Less favorable economic conditions in the Maritime Provinces were 
sflected in a decline of ? per cent for that region. 


Both men's and women's clothing store sales fell off to a greater degree 
1 Ontario than in other regions of the country. Men's clothing store sales in Ontario 
re 17 per cent lower in March this year than last while women's clothing store sales 
re down 13 per cent in the same comparison. 


An ll per cent increase in grocery and meat store sales over March, 1938 
' recorded for the province of Quebec. Grocery and meat indexes are computed from re- 
ns from chain store companies only. Allowances are made to allow for the opening 
d closing of branches so that the resulting indexes are intended to reflect the trend 
sales for a constant number of stores. The marked reduction in number of chain units 
erated in the province of Quebec hag undoubtedly led to the transference of some busi- 
8S from closed units to continuing branches. Such a tendency would tend to give the 
dex numbers for recent months a favorable bias. 
Otnote:- Some of the indexes contained in this bulletin have been revised since the 


bruary report. See next page for section: " Revision of Monthly Indexes to Census 
end,” 
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Revision of lionthly Indexes to Census Trend 


The Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics is- 
sues two series of reports on retail trade. In the first place there are annual 
bulletins showing estimated dollar sales by provinces and kinds of business, com- 
puted from the results of the complete Census of Merchandising sstablishments for 
1930 and annual trends derived from returns submitted by all chain store companies 
and a representative number of independent firms, The independent stores included 


in the annual surveys are, in the main, those which had annual sales of #~20,000 or 


more in 1930 and which have continued in business until the present time. A number 
of firms which have commenced business Since 1930 are also included. 


Monthly indexes of sales are also published. The monthly series is 
restricted to twelve lines of trade and 1s based on returns from chain store com= 
panies operating in these fields supplemented, in some instances, by returns from a 
smaller number of independents than report for the annual surveys. Monthly indexes 
for the following lines of trade are based on chain reports only: shoe stores, 
candy stores, variety stores, grocery and meat stores, restaurants. Indexes for 
the other seven lines are compiled from returns for both chains and independents. 


For some lines of business there is a close correspondence in trends 
from the annual and monthly series, For other lines there is considerable diver- 


gence. Since it is possible to secure a larger sample of firms for the annual than 


for the monthly reports it is reasonable to suppose that the results of the former 
are the more accurate, 


Dyring recent months the Bureau has undertaken the adjustment of the 
monthly indexes for trades whose trends departed materially from the annual figures 


§0 that annual averages from the two series would correspond. Lines of business 


for which indexes have been revised are as follows: men's clothing stores, women's 


‘¢lothing stores, restaurants, drug stores and music and radio stores. Changes in 


these indexes introduced minor revisions in the general index for the twelve lines 
of trade. 


Revised indexes are introduced in this issue of the monthly report. 
The complete series from 1929 to 1938, adjusted to the annual trend,will be shown in 
&@ special report "Summary of Monthly Indexes of Retail Sales, 1929 - 1938". This 
bulletin will be issued in May. 
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Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1938 and Re BM, 
by Kinds of Business 


Saas 


March, 1939 
EO Dt Cumulative 


Kind of Business compared with Indexes 
vee cey Jan. -Mar. 1939 
ce 
noral PAGGX seisws d6 | me 285 = U2 TEL - 3.0 
Boots and Shoes ...... - 45,2 - 16.8 ght - 16.5 
AE ee - 51.9 (2) ae i ergy = Fe 
Men e Clothing ....... ~ 45.0 L L228 | pee Se ~ 9.7 
Women's Clothing ...., Sey ai ie vhs FAG .3 a ee) 
Mepartmental ......... =O. 3 "i Za 7 20,3 -\ 869 
SE ae =~ 1457 “priestess | pie 8 pas as 2.8 
MPI CUTS 5... cee can eee ee 8 Tes pha See - 5.0 
Groceries and Meats .. ry 4 iat i 14.4 + Eee 
ES - 28.9 ren Dt + 26.2 mice 
Music and Radio ...... See ESS ee ay es 9.6 - 19.3 
Meetaurant .......... ; - 40.9 Meee + 15.5 - 8.8 
Gy eves c ve vies - 17.7 - 1.0 + 14.9 - 2.0 


a 


(2) Unchanged. 
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UNADJUSTED INDEX NUMB2ZRS OF RETAIL SALES--(AVERAGE FOR 1936 = 1.00) 
TV HRAGE FOR 1936 = 10 


_ anneal ‘ammmmmommmmmmmms merece = 
Maritime Prairie: British 
Year and Month |____ CANADA | Provinces guebec Ontario | Provinces Columbia 


Men's Clothing Stores(x) 


Meech, 1936 ...., che gre Tes 


78.7 
Meech, 1937 es.e. GOVE 90.0 87.5 
March, 1938 ..... 80.0 82.1 73.9 
Meech, 1939 ..... 69.7 68.0 68.1 
1938 
October ....., 120.2 103.0 104.7 
November ......, pea lean 8 ee a Lil. & 
December .....,. 165,2¢¢) 175.8 144, 3 
1939 
MEUETY osc cc es 69.8 66.5 68.5 
BePPruary oi ccc. bow 59.0 54.3 
rs 69.7 68.0 68.1 
{ Change, 
March, 19 ate -12.8 "17.2 - 7.8 
March, 1938 
; Change, 
Jan.-Mar., 1939 || - 9.7 -17.2 ~ 9.8 
Jan.-Mar., 1938 | 
mat ee ee I oe 


Women's Clothing Stores 
t 


8 75.8 81.0 

Mets 1937 wo cee 97.2 Oleg 83.4 
Men, 1938 1... 90.5 83.6 79.6 
Me, 1939 ..a0c 82.6 76.9 74.6 
938 

Metober ...... , ooo 2205 opis 

Movember ...... el a7 bis Sy pee 99.5 

December ...... 156.0 179.7 13620 
rh 

ES 68.3(+f) 82.0 60.8 

Meeruary ...... 56.5 56.9 56.9 

merch ..... aes 82.6 716.9 14.6 

Change, 

March, 1939... - 8.7 - 8.0 ~ 6.3 

March, 1938 

Change, 

Jen.-Mar., 1939} - 7.5 rig eae ; ; 

Jan.-Mar., 1938 | : 
a ee en 
ill Grocery and Meat Stores 
Mn, 1936 ..... 98.4 (a) 107.6 96.2 88.4 91.3 
me, 1937 12... 106.8 (a) 108.1 106.8 100.3 11207 
me, 1938 ..... LU 6 (a) i234 LUA. 7 LOL.e 113,23 
Me 8939... | 115.2 (a) 1353 Lo S23 96.8 
Mober ....... 108.8 (a) 110.9 109.5 107.2 99.8 
November ...... 1034 (a) 106.4 106.0 94.4 92.3 
December ...... 128.1(f) (a) 131.9 134.9 108.4 108.1 

9 

ovary Pas ete 98.4 (a) 104.8 102.8 (heme 83.0 
M@pruery .....> 100.8 (a) 108.8 1047 a9 84.5 
ee 115.2 (a) 123.4 Lo 92 <7 96.8 
Shange, ; 3 

March, 1939 .., + 3,3 (a) +10.8 + 4.2 ~ ad -13.0 
arch, 1938 

shange, 

Jan.-IMar., 1939 5 he’ (a) pipe ae) P23 ~ 71 “14.4 
Jan. -lar., 1938 | ged ye 1 a ee) ne 

} Sevres for the Maritime Provinces are withheld to avoid disclosing individual 


‘rations. (f) Final figures. (x) Includes men's furnishings. 
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RIMBNTAL STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTNENTS 


MARCH, 1938 AND MARCH 1939 


(Based on sales of 19 firms) 


it 
iy 


| 


March 
1938 


March 
“4 9 


be : Change 


? 
TOTAL SALZS, ALL DZPARTLEANTS tis Al 6 eiiele whe whl ve aes | 151044,250_ | 14,983,241 - 0.4 


1, Women's dresses, coats and suits A Ree cere Eeoo2 176 Lesa i a Oe 
m Girls‘ — EUREHUG  WOET . sire ese s cree cw cae 417,274 416,744] - O,1 
3. Hosiery and gloves osiine OW s Ato hin ne Rede ae REO 681,485 674,337] - 1.0 
4, Lingerie and corsets avis siafeharela ee oiw peie ass EA LG 639,763 os ag I are 
5. Millinery BEEPIRStUCTEL¥ 6 8's. 0.816 08 Ue x ¥ 4 yiess' s tacann Rte nk ie 259, 887 263,616) + 2.2 
6, Women's and children's apparel ~(Total, 1-5)... 620,58 aus P|! 
1. Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings ......, 1,562,264 Ve SO GO | <a: CaaS 
8, Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ....,. 499,811 493,865 | - 1.2 
9, Piece goods ICs CNM ot Cc 4 Or Se ay ea cee eee a Dpect sles 20. GTO =. yk 
0, Smallwares BE en ie oe Nace sap dS hs a oie g 69's lele.6 6} & ale 6 ahs 535,185 553,529 + Se 
1, Food and kindred products Sater ecadatste wate srace wlatelnr wees 1,564,693 Ly 527,020) | eo Ae 
2. Furniture (including mattresses, SPYING) tin pang 718,929 129,454. + ie 
MOL CRISE Y's ii bad ou vs win dace cavevacss 1,029,502 998,003 | = Taam 
#, Household appliances and electrical pees Py 378,610 399,699 | + 5,6 
>» Hardware and kitchen utensils seeccccececcccececs 561,280 539,072 11 = eae 
»» Radios, musical instruments and supplies isaAbhess ob 5 p28 242,961 |=) Asd 
Wmeenoes and other footwear ...y,secccccecevcccvene LPL yl wakes Lyt22 004. 4 = aye 
1, Stationery, books and magazines ...s.seceeveee bios 221,514 240,634 | + 8.6 
* All other departments, total .cssccseccecesscees 1,736,850 1,697,869 bi. 948 
CR Ee ee 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SA4LES IN CaNiDA, APRIL, 1939 


Retail trade in Canada during spril, 1939, advanced 12 per cent over 
warch, but declined 5 per cent below april, 1938, according to composite figures for 
twelve lines of business. Unadjusted indexes (on the base 1930 = 100) were 81.9 for 


fe, 1939, 86.1 for April, 1938, and 72.9 for March, 1939. dSaster occurred one week 
earlier this year than last. The consequent transaction of a smaller proportion of the 
faster trade in april this year than in the same month last year was an important fac- 
tor contributing to the 5 per cent decline below april, 1938. There was also one more 
business day in April last year than this. after adjustment for differences in number 
of business days, for normal seasonal variations and for the shifting date of taster, 
the index for April, 1939, reached the highest point attained since last Cctober. The 
bugex for april, 1939, was 79.2, 1 per cent above the 78.1 recorded for kori, 4938, 
and 4 per cent above the March index of 76.2 


Comparison of unadjusted monthly indexes for April of this year and last 
show that increases were recorded in only the candy and drug store groups, sales in the 
former being 5 per cent over April, 1938, and in the latter, 2 per cént. Grocery and 
meat store sales were down only 1 per cent; variety store sales, 5 per cent; department 
store sales and restaurant receipts, 7 per cent. a decline of 8 per cent occurred) in 
furniture store sales, while music and radio store sales were 10 per cent lower. In the 
apparel groups, decreases were recorded amounting to 9 per cent for women's clothing 
stores, 12 per cent for men's clothing stores and 11 per cent for boot and shoe stores, 


Although drug store sales were up fractionally in Quebec, a 16 per cent 
m@rease in the Prairie Provinces due to the sale of serum used in combating equine 
sleeping sickness is almost entirely responsible for the 2 per cent increase shown for 
vanada, 2s a whole. Sales in Ontario were down l per cent; in the Maritime Provinces, 
meer cent; and in British Columbia, 4 per cent. 


Decreases in department store sales were most pronounced in the eastern 
‘egions of the country, sales in the Maritime Provinces declining 12 per cent; in 
Wuebec, 11 per cent; and in Ontario, 8 per cent. Sales in British Columbia and the 
rairie Provinces were down only 3 and 4 per cent respectively. 


Results somewhat similar to those found for the department store group 
flere also prevalent for most other groups for which indexes on a regional basis are 
Wailable. Particularly is this true of the men's and women's clothing store groups 
ingre declines in the eastern sections were much higher than those registered by the 
lestern provinces. 


In the grocery and meat store group, which averaged only 1 per cent be- 
OW April, 1938, decreases were limited to the Prairie Provinces and British Columbia 
mére sales were down 10 and 14 per cent respectively. «an increase of 4 per cent occur- 
red in Quebec, while sales in Ontario were also fractionally higher, 


Aggregate sales of 19 department stores reporting sales by departments 
‘eCorded declines oelow April, 1938 in all except the stationery and book department. 
ales of men's and women’s clothing were down 6 and 5 per cent respectively, while shoe 
ales were 7 per cent lower. Food sales in department stores fell off 5 per cent. In 
6 household group, sales of radios and musical instruments declines 2 per cent; house= 
1old appliances, 3 per cent; home furnishings, 10 per cent; hardware, ll per cent; 


md furniture, 12 per cent. 
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Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1938 and 1939 


by Kinds of Business 


a 


Cumulative 
Kind of Business Indexes 
March Jan.-April, 1939 
ae eee Jan.-April, 1938 

General Index ....oes Ne 
Boots and Shoes ..... ~ 14,4 
BU eWeek obs scce ae ny 
Men's Clothing ...... - 10,5 
Women's Clothing .... =: 850 
Departmental ......06 - 4,8 
ES re area + 2.4 
METI UUTO . ccc renner = 6.3 
Groceries and Meats . hee 
BOWELS whose se nese gee 3) 
Music and Radio ..... 7 Tae 
Restaurant ..seseevee mr 
ES oe ee "hae 
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UNADJUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RSTsIL SALSS--(AVERAGS FOR 1936=100) 


year and Month | Cz 


oe Ome few Vn oe De ee ea 


Ml, 1937 pwr ascceee 
Se 
Rpril, 1939 ovccesae 5 
198 
BESOUGL eee enr see to 
MecOMbGY wosscences . 
1937. 
MEENUALY soccer sssoses 
BPE UELY a6 ecaivea « ap 
BNET Dn he's ovis ales , 
reer Sweetie 
5! Change, 
ES ee ce 
April, 1938 
4, Change, 
Ben.-April, 1939 .. 
Jan.-Aspril, 1938 


British 
Columbia 


Maritime 
Provinces 


Prairie 
Provinces 


e | 


114.6 132.6 124.6 129.8 124.0 


OE LI36 6 ie wee cass 
Bs 1937 cc cee s ace 124.3 110.9 149.5 120.55 sess 106.4 
Me, 1938 woes ees 13758 145.2 147.4 133.5 Os few L332 
M1939 wcceencnce 125.50 122.9 124,06 Loar 12455 133.4 
1938 
MPOVOMber 1. cece wees 1b ay Oya 99 5 112k5 125.5 103.3 
Mecember ...+... eet. 156.0 ce a 138.0 161.8 155.0 146.1 
iy 
Rinuery Tt eee 68.1 82.0 60,8 69.2 ae eeu 
Mioruary ..,.....+- . 56.5(f) 56.8 57,0 56.2 54.0 60.9 
sh etaw ad io Coe. 16.9 T1563 82.5 89.9 102.2 
Mril ...s5 BE: 125.0 122.9 124.0 T2402 124.5 133.4 
f% Change, 
1939 nee ees : eke -15.4 -15.9 - 7.0 - 9.3 + 0.9 
April, 1938 
t Change, 


Jan.-A ste 19 ece ‘ae 8.0 -11,.0 -10.9 ax OE 3 Ga! 4.9 + Ae 
an.-April, 1938 


Grocery and Meat Stores 


MO, 1935 biveetuae 93.0 (a) 98.5 
fet, 1936 Sie cae 96.1 (a) ee | 
ME 1937 cascenesee 110.4 (a) 110.7 
Mel, 1938 .....ces P 118.1 fa) 120.8 
Me, 1939 cote ew ee ’ Wels a 125.9 
1938 
Bi onber Pek y/2 Ay ee 103.4 (2) 106.4 
BEPOMDCr wp. cee cues 5 T2672 (a) 131.9 
1 
ep iary “ht SRR : 98.4(f) (a) 104.8 
BMOPUALY sceusseres : 100.9 (a) 109.1 
ee : PEO .5 (a) 128.0 
es ee oss nee 117.1 (a) 125.9 
> Change, 
Mri, 1939 wssses b - 0.9 (a) + 4,2 
April, 1938 
» Change, 
Be ckortt, Ce Ce + 0.2 (a) + 6.3 


Jan.-April, 1938 


Mut ncludes men’s furnishings. (a) Figures for the Maritime Provinces are withheld to 


avoid disclosing individual operations. €2) Final figures, 
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DEPARTMENTAL STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


9 


APRIL, 1938 AND APRIL, 1939 


(Based on sales of 19 firms) 


| April April 
1938 1939 


Ce TS 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS 


Women's dresses, coats and suits 


fore’ end infants! wear , 


Bosiery band ClOVeES ..ccwans 


faneerie and corsets ..2 5s 


Millinery eeet#eoeees#e?t# @@#@ @ @ © @ 


Women's and children's apparel 


VToteal, 1-5) oeeeeseeeeeeeeeee 


Men's and boys clothing and furn- 


ishings eoee*en#eeekseeetevgeeeee#e 


Drugs and toilet articles and pre- 


e ° 


parations eeees#eseere#erekeree eeeteeeteeeena @ 


US ON 5! er lve lie «00, «0, 6, «000 


US ae ee 


Food and kindred products 


Furniture (including mattresses 


OS Rall gh UA A a 


Bee LULU SHINES. pli ai\elsselsis 


e 


Household appliances and electrical 
SUDDLLES. cists sa 000 2 oe 8 oe ss 


Hardware and kitchen utensils 


Radios, musical instruments and 


SUD ULES ois hob ties cee os 


e 


meges and other footwear «ercsceses 


Stationery, books and magazines 


All other departments, total 


e 


q 
ID 


119,165,839 


2,295,575 


623,251 


925,858 


698,326 


463,422 


9,006,432 


2,133,634 


515,658 


1,179,997 


581,481 


1,970,450 


965,431 


1,385,098 


504,041 


816,822 


204,677 


1,618,705 


209,932 


is eo mone 


2,184,415 


576,547 
859,405 
679,894 
434,813 


4,735,074 


1997 bas 
495,687 
1,060,730 
558,714 
1,810,106 
848,673 
1,250,723 
487,847 
728,396 
200,801 
1 51 son 


210,420 


7 Change 
1939/38 
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Chart No. 1 - General Index of Retail 
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Chart No. 2 = Index of Department Store 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES IN CANADA, MAY, 1939 


Influence of the Royal Visit was reflected in retail trade in Canada in 


ay when dollar sales for twelve lines of business for which figures are available 


anged 6 per cent above May, 1938, and were also 4 per cent above the immediately pre- 
ding month of April. The gain’ over May last year is in contrast with reductions which 
ive characterized corresponding-month comparisons for some time, sales during the pre- 
sding four months of the current year ranging from 1 to 5 per cent below the correspon- 
ing periods of 1938. Indexes of sales (unadjusted for number of business days or for 
jasonal variations) stand at 85.1 for May, 1939, 80.1 for May, 1938 and 81.9 for April, 
139» 


Indexes, adjusted for number of business days and for normal seasonal 
iriations, show that the improvement in the underlying trend in consumer purchasing 
ich commenced in March this year and was also evident in April, was continued in the 
mth of May. The adjusted index for May stands at 81.1 compared with 79.2 for April, 
63 for March and 75.6 for February. 


Department store sales were 6 per cent above May, 1938, while variety 
ore sales were 5 per cent higher. Men's and women's clothing store sales advanced 5 
id 8 per cent respectively; boot and shoe store sales were up by 12 per cent. Grocery 
d meat store sales gained 8 per cent; drug store sales, 6 per cent; and restaurant re- 
lipts, 3 per cent. Hardware store sales were 1 per cent higher, furniture store sales 
reased 4 per cent and music and radio stores reported an increase of 10 per cent. 
wy candy stores reported lower sales than in May last year, te: 


Gains were prevalent in almost every region for groups whose indexes are 
fallable on a geographical basis. Increases for department store sales were uniform 
iroughout the country; sales in the Maritime Provinces and in Quebec advanced 8 per 
mt, Ontario and in the Prairie Provinces, 7 per cent, and British Columbia, 4 per cent. 


Greater fluctuation occurred in the comparisons for drug store sales by 
gions, Compared with a 6 per cent increase for Canada as a whole, sales in the Prairie 
OVinces advanced 12 per cent, Quebec sales were up 11 per cent, British Columbia, 5 per 
nt, and Ontario, 3 per cent. Sales in the Maritime Provinces were fractionally lower 
an in May, 1938, 


Substantial gains in all regions of the country during May enabled the 
n's and women'g clothing stores to make up a considerable portion of the serious losses 
Stained in the earlier months, when sales were considerably below the level of 1938, 


Grocery and meat store sales in Eastern Canada and in the Prairie Provinces 
re on @ par with the 8 per cent increase recorded for Canada as a whole, while British 
lumbia reported a lesser gain of 4 per cent. 


Aggregate sales of 20 department stores reporting sales by departments ree 
Tded increases over May, 1938, in all except the piece goods and food departments. 
les of men's and women's clothing were up 11 and 10 per cent respectively, while shoe 
les were 13 per cent higher. In the household group, sales of radios and musical in- 
Tuments advanced 9 per cent; home furnishing and hardware, 7 per cent each; furniture, 
Per cent; and household appliances, 3 per cent. 
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Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1938 and Tews 
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Kind of Business 


Minera) Trgeiee «banks 
Boots and Shoes ...oe. 
ME giv ass dh chobevans 
Men's Clothing .....-. 
fonen' COLOURING) o:s cents 
Bypertment Cian bisissstocs 
| Oe ae 
MPL CUrO we. cess eveee 
Groceries and Meats .. 
MMPWOTO secsctersrecs 
Myeic end Radio ...... 
MCAUrant wsseeseees : 


Variety eoecoeeoeeeooved 


or 15.49 


> LO a0 


by Kinds of Business 


May, 1939 
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DEPARTMENTAL STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


MAY, 1932 AND MAY, 1939 


(Based on sales of 20 firms) 


May 
1938 


dp $ 
TOTAL SALBS, ALL DEPARTMENTS .......0. 17,605,666 18,732,589 


Women’s dresses, coats and suits .rscocssees Ly T4752L7 


Pee eE AGT INE ANGE” WOAT’ «6 so abiekecen bs bese 


473,055 


ey A POUR. (ary 5-4 6.6 s6)0 80h 0A Moai inl sree 6 elace 


172,529 


SONiRGr EEC COPSSLS 4 64's tees m0 aes sesss 66 000 


760, 396 


Millinery Peoeeopreaeeo ote eooerer reeves eo eee oseoene 
Women's and children's apparel - 


(Total, 1-5) evreepeaeeoereoeeoeev eo seeoer eevee 


Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings ... 2714 0Gs 


482,469 


Drugs and toilet articles and preparations . 


Us Se 


Piece goods eecuoceoeoeseeeseeosveevoseeveveoeoeovne Oeoee eee oes 


510,299 


Smallwares SeoSeCoeoPHdvoSoST HEH eH eOHPFHF OLEH HHH F2eH HOH 


1,771,685 


Sood Gud Kindred products .vessccounscseenan 


Furniture (including mattresses, springs) .. 1,025,807 


Home furnishings ooo re ee ooo Poet oes Hoeoveoves ere LS Pia UA 


587,627 


Household appliances and electrical supplies 


906,763 


Hardware and kitchen utensils ...ccccccveses 


161, 381 


Radios, musical instruments and supplies ... 


Shoes and other POOLWORT: 4 paiee oes 4 BESS eee 1,447,404 


185,717 


Stationery, books and magazines ...eessecees 


All other departments, total -..scerreneceees 2,018,163 


= re SS ee ee ae 


May 
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839,425 
(536975 
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488,928 
1,167,598 
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1,746,423 
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Dollar volume of 
1 June of this year than last eee was 2 per pant 


site eee aR ee ete pe of pet business, ae of the twelve groups for 


18 this year than last while six 
‘oups eas gains, a marked increase of Wg per cent in the grocery and meat index 
ing chiefly Peponcibie for the 4 per cent gain in the aggregate results. Indexes of 
es for the grocery and meat group are caiculated from returns submitted by chain 


Ore companies alone, allowances being made for tae opening and closing of branches so 
lat the resulting figures reflect the trend in saies for a constant number of stores, 


Gent months have witnessed a considerable reduction in the een of small stores 
erated by chain companies and an acco ita Gieres cevelopment in the larger units. To 
@ extent that this development has been achieved by the transferance of business from 
osed chain units or from independent free the indexes thus computed must be consid- 
ed to have a favorable bias in so far ag the trenc a total food store sales is con- 
med, This bias is also carried, although to a lesser degree, in the general index, 


@ unadjusted cet for June, 1939, stands at 86 be compared with 83.3 for June, 1938 
d 84.7 for May this year. 


After adjustment for differences in number of busin ss Gays and for normal 
asonai variations the index for rik this year at 85.1 reveals a continuation of the 
ward trend that has charactorized retail gales since early in the year, Adjusted ine 
xes for previous months are 80.8 for May, 79.0 for April, 76.2 for March and 75.5 
r February. Here again, the favorable biag in vtroduced by the method of calculating 


@ indexes for food stores is an unknown factor 
| 


Department store sales were down 3 per cent from June, 1938, while varicty 
ore sales increased 4 per cent. Mans and women’s c clothing store sales dropped 4 and 
per cent respectively; boot ne shoe store sales increased fractionally, Grocery and 
4G store sales made a remarkable gain of 16 per cent: drug store sales increased 1 
cent; restaurant receipts declined 4 per cent. furniture store sales advanced 4 
ecent and music and radio store sales, 3 per cent; hardware store sales were 4 per 
t lower. Candy store sales declined 3 per cent. 


Department store sales were lower than in June, 1938, for all regions of 
’ country except British Columbia where a gain of 5 per cent was recorded. Sales de-~ 
med 2 per cent in the Maritime Province 6s, 4 per cont in both Quebec and Ontario, and 
ey cent in the Prairic Provinces. 


Variety store sales recorded steady improvement during June, advances 
ging from 3 to 4 per cent being recorded in all economic divisions, excepting the 
rie Provinces where sales declined 5 per cent below June last years 


Drug store sales also improved generally over June, 1938, with increases 
rded as follows: the Maritimo Provinces and British Columbia, 4 per cont;- Quebec, 
me cent; and the Prairie Provinces, 2 per cent. In Ontario, drug store sales were 
roximately on a par with June, 1938, 

Sales of men's and women's clothing stores rec 
Winces and in British Columbia, but substantial decreases 
tions of the country. 
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were recorded in all other 
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Sales of 17 department stores reporting sales by departments averaged 2 per 
mt lower than in June, 1938, Salos in radio and music departments gained 20 per cent, 
| home furnishings, 9 per cent, in stationery and books, 4 per cent, in food, 3 per cent, 
din hardware, 2 per cent. Men's clothing and furnishings recorded a decline of 4 per 
mt, while sales of women's clothing and apparel were 5 per cent lower. Sales of furni- 
ire were only down fractionally, while houschold appliances droppéd 6 per cent. Sales 
‘shoes and footwear were 4 per cent lower than in June last year. 


Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1938 and 1939, 
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a) Change is less than 0.1 per cent. 
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i] | Maritime | Prairie Ta “British 


yar_and Month |! CANADA | Provinces! _ Quebec | Ontario ! Provinces Columbia 


__tlen's Clothing Stores(x) 
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ine, 1936 eee sl nhee yal 


Jan.-June, 1938 


ee EN ST TET ET 


i! 
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| 2HOF.8 i) Mioo.0! | piigg,. 8? | 92.2 : 96.9 
sl wevevvess {| 11403 | 9019.7 | | 1230.3 | TL3.4 | 98.3 108.0 
me, 1938 ......ee, BOGS6. 1) AELLG,O | Pee5 | |) PRIOR 5 | oF.7 1 94.0 
ine, 1939 e@eoceeonee | LOPS | rL5 7 113.4 j 9754 | 02.4 | 96.9 
: | : | | 
January eeeroeesre | 69.8 | 66.5 | 68.5 t (eae | 6346 : 72.6 
February @ecoceceoe |} 56.7(f) 538.9 53.8 | eh ae) { 50,2 59.4 
March eceeseoeonveocve os fae yee) | 68.6 | 66.6 ' 69.4 76.0 H ed 
April ..eeceeesece ff 10L.3 | 100.1 | 10053 «| HOPS 1 GEOGN 2 | pe ams: 
May wescccsevcceec ee et LOR)! mG. Cea) 4 89.8 o5n2 
MS ca sick dese s.e LOgee a 11567 113.4 9764 | 92.4 | 96.9 
C ; j { 
Bee | | ne 
z me 4.2 Ailes a ee UR Pe ee ¥ 3d 
June, 1938 | | | | Rau 
Change, | | | | 
ZanezTungs 1939.00}. 607 LOR G gence he eet e Gat) oA ena t leery ae 
Jan.-June, 1938 || AOR att Linde aaah SP CUR a AG! LR maddie cae 
2 I |S Women * s Clothing Stores OR EAI Nh STON AM SIGE ND tt 
ay ee | 118.9 26.8 | 08.3 gps 2 1 aL 
eee sel) MITTS | i.) 8 te2 942 ere Ml, se tset ary Me bale Leet 
Me, 1938 ....e6-00 ff 122.6 | 131.9 UTo0 Wil weed | ICU At por0aao 
9, 1939 ereeeevel] 104.5 | — 13302 CT OC a eno boone 
] | 
cry eee sd 68.1 | Giz20 6C.00)) 54 S922 hu Tighe | ere 
February eee C0000 56.5 | 56.8 5760 | 56. 2 I “54.0 | 60.9 
Mg 83.8(1)} 716.9 TE pee Th | re9 aa tie abel 
April @eee eee eae od 125.7 | We Ee 5a i Te es \ (tee ag | dus Gin 
May sevccveecessee |] 104.8 29 Meese yD Mire BO 100.7 | 7.1 
TUNG cess eseevenee 104.5 | ogee (c) | 100.2 | oS. O4 LOG eS 
Change, | : | 
Bere 7 seeeoe | 6,4 + 1.0 PE Pita Gd yp ig ed ei Tae 
June, 1938 
Change, ; : | 
fane—June, 2737 ++) | ~ 5.0 HVA Vypretee Bip ee oye ill ae eg 
Jan.-June, 1938 4.8 | a Went eh Bente arash 
sm Slane Pip Grocery and | Meat. Stores pr teeny ee gir 
Cine West aid an (a) 98. 6 | SAP eh 64 t 95.8 
Me . sar%3 | (a) Top | uke B00) ghineee 
me, BE onesece woe 111.6 (a) ae | TD Ge 9: bd). all 3a:2 | 114.6 
; 8 (a) 199.6. | phe h Th Od 2 el ee 
ne , 1939 eeoeceeeope M29 A} é | 
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BERLE CVO /P1O- 616 (8 iO 09 +e) 5 . } : , A si = 
June eeroceeseoeeersenc | 129% 8 (a} 129.6 | de : 140.4 137 
Change, | | | En | : 
Saeeieers Sree Res nA: (a) Tha | | oe BeBoe Y ere t "LY 
June, 193 | 
C | 
sn. * | C3 nn | (ws) ~ Sab 
TenscTunes 1938 || + 4,2 | a} 5 fies | toh | 2, 
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ete eS = =e 


eee ee 
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.) Figures for the Maritime Provinces are withheld to avoid disclosing individual 
Operations. 
Change is less than 0.1 per cent. 
Not available. 
') Final figures. 
Includes men's furnishings. 


PI Log wa 


Sake Fl ow 
ata Lie \ Pe een fo AREAS iiio's 


a ted 
i. : S a Gs : ‘ t ig 
y balk f ty OP Dd | 6 Age 
wn 7 we 5 Fy 7 2 
sf im oe a 
a ne 9 RaRid 4 er 
Ta MEER, L te 
et GSES 1 Rw ie & 
4 ees ‘le 
? yA ea, \ oy ae: 
i ae V9 1 ere id 
i . } r= 
: cf 1%) | ia ek 
; iD : , 
na h ma victh : hy 
4 zt S ; \ , a 3 a 
% ie : AY | oat 
i ’ a Peet H \ Mie 
fins . ' >) en 
on r i i oe 5 very, a St 
ch ee 5 od * aie ; = - = =) : 
‘Se a ie TORY . as 


te 
fe 
a? 1 ; 
: ; 
4 I ] 
sean \ 
‘ai 
} + } 
‘ 
' i x 
! 
= j 4 
Ma ra i 
7, re 
‘ . Sy, P 
a, 5 due, 
a 4 
oe . 
hd he 
en te 2 
} * J } ak 
| Fa 
F : : 
Jj -— = } B 
be . , é , 
: , > 
rete | am i 
: 
” Sd ] 
; J : 
i] 
i: 
' 
i ; 
sees 
1 
ps ¢ 
: ~ r 
rf ; ai” we ~ 


“a 
a 
' 
mS, 
a » 3 
a an i 
it 
a 
4 ar f 
2 \ 
‘ 
os te 


i ‘tt i YON al) 
ok Bi neue’ 


ama afte 3 & a 
; Batter a 4 | 
Ca A Ga 
2Keed 


-. 


ih ab geaae 


SrREOCERKELE Neer 


is { - 


ee 4 a He eae yc 
il 


ip te i |e vesee hanes ‘eeed | 
; i inmae seeseatia BERL 


{ p 
1 5S ceed 
) 


be ae 6 Bhs ed % 

sear nagvae tered < ue ¥ < . 
a "9 

om 6 a Mein ache tate eet ® 


St 
; q 

- ee oa ~ 
1,28 smas Gs Snpato bets 4 
§ 


ea tes) He ba coe He yA B: 
& ae teks Bets ‘ oo f 
ont Bs fics 4 


Ve 
wy 
ee er 


Pema, 2 ee gt 8 Re 


. ie 
i UNADJUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES-- (AVERAGE FOR 19362100) 


Maritime 
Provinces 


British 
Columbia 


Prairie 
Provinces 


Department Stores 


ME 1936 hckd scan 97.6 106.6 103.6 99.5 90.4 95.4 
Mine, 1937 .seeeeceel] 107.2 119.9 118.2 110.3 94.9 104.7 
MG 2 990 Fy veis wae oc 103.3 113.4 117.5 105.6 9252 97.2 
BE 1939 ce scciesve 100.4 111.3 113.5 102.8 87.1 101.9 
BVENUATY sevecccece (PES) 64.6 84.0 plat 68.9 74.5 
BOFURLY: Asse e's sce 2 ee 64.2 7763 12.9 68.6 77.0 
BEBCHOD SS. Fee EDES. 87.5 12.6 96.7 88.8 82.6 92.6 
MEA Spire inn cscs 98.7 89.9 108.77 98.8 94.6 101.5 
BD ehh cans «46% 4 103.2(f); 110.0 429.3 103.0 95.6 98.8 
BOSH. 6 S505 50.2 2% 100.4 131.3 113.5 102.8 opel 101.9 
, Change, 
aor Seeas agi. = 03,0 = 1.9 - 3.4 - 2.7 2 5e5 + 4.8 
f Change, 
Ser a dvileua™ 222 - 4.9 - 2.3 - 2.2 - 1.6 (a) 


: . Variety Stores 
june, 1936 | 103.4 104.1 


Bait sacewsccll) 111;7 


My F9F0S ecko 105.7 TOTS 
te 1939 cs cwecves 109.3 A Ba | 
‘ 

ary Coo veseoes 66.2 60.4 
BEEOFURLY, sc. .e,000'0'e 67.0 62.0 
March Peceedberseones 76.9 70.4 
April os eooeeeeeres 96.4 92744 
eS 101.8(f) 9706 
June Coeseertecoeoa 109.3 elle ay 
Change, 


Sk 
June, 1930 pao 7 wer 
Change, 
Jan.-June, 1939 .. ie) 
Jan.-June, 1938 i 


SST MOL SEE LS re TEA 


Drug Stores 
Se meen eee T peeenenemeniemnmeints Geniemienaeinaiat a TS SY TE SI I EE I SS aT ET TSA ERD 


ML 3O oc sec es e 94.7 9307 
OY eee 101.8 100.7 
AES Ys are ee 101.1 99.3 
Uy 102.5 103.2 
239. 

BERUArY Pde. eeaes ‘ 99.8 9732 
BEUGYY: (h.s'enasise « 98.6(£) 99.9 
March ...s. Pe baegs a a , 109 7) yO ek 
ED TWINS a ibid. + ba:8 106.7 104.9 
TEs sx bla wis cele ose -0's 106.5 101.0 
leit 102.5 103.2 
Change, 

1939 ove sae 

June, 1930 Sita aaky 
Change, 

Jan,-June, 1939 -- 


Jan.-June, 1938 


1) Change is less than 0.1 per cent. 
') Final figures. 
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DEPARTMENTAL STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


JUNE 1938 AND JUNE, 1939 


(Based on sales of 17 firms) 


ee 
eer a : 


| June June | % Change 
is : 1938 1939 1939 
> > 
TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS VU e's Gee SOW & Betne 18,605,190 | 18,203, 389 exe 
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» Men's and boys* 


Women's dresses, coats and suits a preceiateta ty Marra 


o 


Beveemane Anrante Woar -s. 4.x sie oectuxw cote 
ros OL VEENO CLOVES oy wis. is soa dv aeesc a, 
Lingerie and corsets SER Seve. © Osa let w elt 4 (elu w gie'al wren bier 
Iola aia Pil iso 8g WW 5 b's'W db wic Soa Pena 
Women's and children's apparel - (Total, 1-5) 

clothing and furnishings ...... 
Drugs and toilet articles and preparations se. 


Piece goods CCHS HCHO EE HHT HOR OH ROoHO HO OOH KE HOSES eDES 


Smallwares eeoereeoereooaee Coe eeoroeeseeseoese bons eoneeosn 


MeCOVSNGPRIndred Products siscs > ciceceooecseccucy 


Furniture (including mattresses, springs) 


aoeeo @ 


seooeserccoeroveca | 


Mame LUPMiShINGS Success bres 


Berdware and kitchen utensils .,.scccccckeccces 


Household appliances and electrical supplies . | 


ooo e@ 6 @ 


Radios, musical instruments and supplies 


mroee ard other footwear .sivcccecaccececceance 


Stationery, books and magazines coe eter eeccceo| 


) 
} 
f 


. All other departments, total aowoert oe ee cose evaeEen 
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ie ast 


1,966,723 


517,606 


797,618 


950,093 


322,357 


2,147,073 


558,157 


1,261, 803 


546,769 


1,653,098 


968,575 


1,200,370 


511,895 


786,483 


142,232 


1,769, 830 


193,026 


2,311,482 


1,839,244 


4955929 


775,416 


926,010 


280,194 


2,062,505 


532,890 


1,193,114 


541,367 


1,705,930 


966, 350 


1,303,797 


482,737 


801 , 602 


170,627 


1,693,809 


200,174 


2,231,694 


4.2 


2.8 


4.5 


564 


1.0 


3.2 


0.2 


8.6 
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cent below the corresponding month of 1938. Four of the twelve groups averaged higher 
than last July while eight registered declines. The general index, unadjusted for num- 


ber of business days or seasonal variations, stands at 71.4 for July, LIS 7h dled LOY ste 
1938 and 86.6 for June, 1939. 


Occurrence of the Dominion Day holiday on Saturday this year and the conse- 
quent transference of at least part of the usual week-end business from July to June was 
@ factor affecting the comparison of sales for July of this year and last. 4A comparison 
basec, not on monthly totals but on average daily sales,and in which account is taken 
not only of differences in the actual number of business days but also of differences in 
sales importance of different days of the week, indicates a four per cent increase in July 


of this year over last. Nine of the twelve groups registered increases in average daily 
sales and only three recorded decreases, 


After adjusting both for differences in number of business days and also for 
the usual seasonal movements, the general index of sales stands at 83.5 for July; L939), 


Slightly below the 85.1 recorded for June but still considerably higher than indexes for 
earlier months of this year. 


Monthly sales for department stores advanced 1 per cent over July of last 
year. Hardware, furniture and music and radio were other groups reporting increases, 
with gains of 2, 5 and 6 per cent respectively. Boot and shoe store sales decreased 5 
per cent; men's clothing store sales, 3 per cent, and women's clothing store sales, 1 
per cent below July, 1938. Groceries and meats and drugs were each l per cent lower, 


while restaurant receipts declined 3 per cent below last July and candy sales fell off 


LO per cent. Variety store sales were only = of one per cent below sales in July, 1938. 


Department store sales showed improvement, increases being recorded in all 
cconomic divisions with the exception of British Columbia, where sales decreased 3 *per 


ent below July, 1938. Gains were 6 per cent in both the Maritime Provinces and Quebec, 
Mile advances of 1 per cent occurred in both Ontario and the Prairie Provinces, 


Variety store sales were higher in Quebec and British Columbia, where gains 
f 7 and 1 per cent respectively were recorded. Declines in the other divisions were as 


Ollows: 7 per cent in the Prairie Provinces, 5 per cent in the Maritime Provinces and 4 
er cent in Ontario. 


Drug store sales held close to the level of July last year in all sections 
f the country. Quebec sales were 2 per cent higher, while practically no Change was 
@Corded in the Maritime Provinces, A decrease of 1 per cent occurred in British Colum- 
ia, while declines of 2 per cent were reported for Ontario and the Prairie Provinces, 


Declines reported for Ontario and Quebec in sales of both men's and women's 


lothing stores were principally responsible for the declines recorded for the Dominion 
§ a whole, | 


Although grocery and meat store sales in Canada decreased l per cent below 


uly, 1938, increases were apparent in all divisions except Ontario, where sales dropped 
per cent. 
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a , Osxzawa Department Store Sales 


, Sales of department stores in Ottawa only averaged 0.4 per cent higher in 
July of this year than last, Jyné sales were down 3.7 per cont from last year while 
May seles were up by 9.7 per cent, 


Jewellery Store Sales 
Monthly returns froma representative number of jewellery stores are now 


available, Results for July indicate an increase of 2 per cent above the corresponding 
month last year, 


Perartuent Store Sales by Departments 


Due to incomplete coverage of reporting firms it is necessary to withhold 
publication of the table showing comparison of sales of department stores by departments 
for July of this year and last, this table will appear in the August issue of the re- 
port. 1+ will be sent as soon as available +o individual firms upon request, 


Comparison of Retail Sales in Ganads, for 1938 and 1939 


by, Kinds of Business 
\ 
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Kind of Business Pitesti oe oe COmAnEd with 
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& i 5 
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(a) Change is less than 0.1 per cent, 
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UNADJUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES -- (AVERAGE FOR 1936 = 100) 


Mari tine Prairie British 
Month A P i Columbia 
eee Men's Clothing Stores(x) 
July, 1936 Peeoceeeee 80.7 95.1 87.9 78.0 73.8 82.9 
July, 1937 COR Soeo.e 94.3 117.6 104.6 92.0 79.0 95.9 
A Oc | 82.3 95.1 87.3 19.4 717.9 83.7 
OES his i re 80.0 99.1 85.2 73.8 16.5 87.1 
February .escecces 5667 58.9 53.8 59.3 50.2 59.4 
March O98 OCCOCerna eee 70.3 68.6 68.6 69.4 76.0 1360 
Ae Bee ns 101.3(f) 100.1 100.3 102.5 105.1 92.8 
MAY seccscesccoecs 95.1 101.3 106.7 89.1 89.8 95.8 
June eoeeecececcoeve 102.1 114.5 a i bel 98.0 90,8 96.4 
By Pe rire ss ce os 80.0 99.1 85.2 73.8 76.5 87.1 
‘f Change, 
woul et @eboegeas os 
“ES - 2,8 + 4,2 = O94 - 7.1 1.8 + 4.1 
4% Change, 


Jan.-July, 1 ne | 
Jan.-July, a ~ 642 - 8.8 7.3 - 7.4 4.5 0.2 
, | Women’s Clothing Store 


My, 1936 6 ove sies 85.5 87.0 86.9 82.8 84.7 93.3 
July, 1937 eae eeaneoe 94.2 109.7 97.9 91.7 83 9 103.6 
MEY, 1930 isle 0's 0 oa a 81.8 97-4 82,1 16.1 81.2 87.3 
July, 1939 ©82eees06 8 80.6 97.6 19.3 16.7 83.5 92,8 
1939 
MOEURIV cs cule sas 56.5 56.8 57.0 56.2 54.0 60.9 
BEET 5 eishao'e be no 83.8 1659) 7567 82.7 92.9 LO2ah 
MEA. teks he hase 6 50% 12545 123.2 223.3 12534 126.4 ES2ek 
BAY secedecceecess  104.5(2) 130.7 111.4 97.1 100.7 ey pal 
June Poe oe onan egade 104.7 134.5 Ti? 100,2 95.6 108 8 
July See Heer Heegnee 80.6 97.6 19 3 76.7 83.5 92.8 
is Change, 
J iP e®OSb6O Re pa Z ~ fs o A m8 20 + 6. 
ot 1.4 r 0.2 364 NPIS) . 5 3 
£C Change, 


Jan.-Jyl 1 
rie = - ® ae ° _ e ba 2.6 me “6 
Jan, -July, ters AoA 309 Ted ie 3 
Grocer d Meat Store 


july, 1936 9908 ebHRO 95.1 (a) 89.7 96.3 102, 3 96.7 
uly, 1937 seaseeens 121.8 (a) 101.5 112,5 128.0 120.4 
ME A998 vocussees 1057 (a) 98.2 108.3 113.8 106, 5 
M298 woassienc. 104.6 (a) 99.6 103.6 116.5 109.9 

Bebruary .wecsccses 100.9 a) 209-1 104.1 81.0 84.5 

Mees iesveys. . 1165 a) 128,0 119.3 9265 96,6 
Rt eee 116.7(f) (a) A 26e7 119.5 9753 98.9 

Mees isiesgss | 11549 (a) 119.4 116.7 109.5 108.8 

ee, 129.4 (a) 129.6 12557 136.8 136.7 
MM iavcies cscs) ‘104,6 (a) 99.6 103.6 116.5 109.9 
Change, , 

J 1 Poeeeve = a + 1.4 - 4, + 244 Ba 
URE 1.0 (a) ) 5 

Change, 

=J 


+ 3.4 (a) + 7.1 + 3.2 "Gad ~ oe 
Se 1938 | 3 : 
a) Figures for the Maritime Provinces are withheld to avoid disclosing individual 
operations, — 
t) Final figures. 
k) Includes men's furnishings, 
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it dat ae ee RB hrre rena i? f a “Prairie ‘ roan 
en TAs 7! ; Yr 7 4 ' 5 : $ 
A ee | Brovinces | Columbia 
te SSE RE ET IE TOIT RE WT See an Ite ree be Hah Un Le your ane 01 Or 6g ss 
Mh wo ee i me el he shelves aioe : Ce ton Sis as Pe: EE NEM RTI TEPC LE EST ITE, Se ao eee ee LE I 
f i { 
i4 i i ‘ ‘ 
j Ly. 1936 More 76.46 8851 ! 09.9 : 75.3 : 73.9 i 88.7 
fuly, 1937 P9002 00004 83.4 } 100.6 do, & 80.5 TToo | 98.0 
hy, 1938 CE RMS eb atl ate to ty CMe ane ts ae oo) 96a 
¢ | To o¢ ; ae i z ) ; 
fuly, 1935 ee ee BEA, Lae bites THo2 | 87.9 
¥ th i { 
Garton 5 
7 t be ae) ie ene 
February 222000 % sil jean 64.2 [ Lbed fee) ; 68.6 ) (pee 
PMarch cccccccc oc se 8745 i Pee | 56s builiel Boab 4 SAC ams P< 
ET ee re | 98.7 39. perenne SOBs 94.6 1OVa5 
May reeevereooeecsl pUSeeta) |) VOCS) I). Dyce ot hone 95.6 98.8 
Be See iecoc cess 100.9 | ste a Ma a ee ae I j 102.0 
July cocccescocsoull 76.5 | O59 i et i 72.3 Ya ee 87.9 
Change, } 
1939 i 
au os aca vas Seal) ae) ne Dat) assed EM tsy th cea ak ye IN rs anti 
July, 193¢ \idhaie aa) Pe anos ko af. ° 
f Change, i} ; ; ; 
‘ i } { i 
mJano-July, 1929 , | 
Oe Poritdecdids © Ol] 7 ' a ! Wai Ea ' | 
) iF + eee Fe t on CG ed A wad a ri = 1 2 i or 
Bian.-July, 1936 | a7 | ey Ra 3 | ale ae oe 
Ges oF LOR a a CITE EVE OEE IE Mia SS ETE RS pe ee © veceterasce oe ortoe 


qs I OR 


Variet uy a) HIVES 


wert TAN TE RG SRT RE a RT: i oo Sarees SR RR ST EEE IE I ah al ote ORS SI SOEUR SOO RT eS I Se (oP eR SE Se 


v4 ‘ ; t 
Pee tee eels : 98.7 Pe time eh) oa Lae eee 10 aCe Mingeme 
is a oes! 21300 : Pee G a LEB ae Peer nh aio | TS 
1938 ae Veena OE Pe a ele avin ae neta | LOS oe Mul} LOG NG 
139 scent eooall 101.9 ee OL Lae Cam Ea Tam on. ator ti 
| | : Lihee ae 
February oeial| 67.9 62,0 | C996 : 66.0 bles | 19.23 
March te asesveveoel 7169 Aces i, 63 4 14.5 { Togo : 67.3 
BEPTil wescceccececl 9604 AON Ue ea lil SO SOy Cua | caamee 
May eS oox2L0O00 D500 101.8 | 9726 } 11.7 93.6 96.8 | 105.0 
June ce ocaccveceon RODS ETE CuK Darts ea A Ook ks Peete | 9644 103.44 
7 : } 7 
July ae | LS | 2O La | sree) 1 eight} eben) 10642 
a 
aS | | : 
$ Diets se boll ¥ S } a iia Sa } Ue Sate sae 
: j uly, 192 8 Hf] 0 5 546 T 6.6 3a) ‘Opa 0.6 
Change, | | | | 
se 239 | ! ' 
jan. Siena A =| (a\ | sie 2 od. iW PES E) | = 2.6 Soke aria a 224 
an.-July, 1935 i | 
M t 


ETS EOI TN IEE TO I EET EEN IT OL SR ET IT I SRI I TREE LEE TI 3 al een rarer er TSR es REET RICE, LY EES SEN FP SIE TT RT 
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Lio Drie hones 


a arg Sate at So SSS oe ROE FN REET I IEES Se 


* a ' RA | ae Ae: Bey 
Uy, 1936 eG 98.0 Lo FRE 94s noo. 8 9301 : 99.4 
ul V3 £937 7ION7GANHS o} LOW 6 | 11409 a ae PEG O 5 Ti ee 10965 
uly; 1938 races + POs 6 : 10552 t LOLS 10507 L036" 106.0 
y, 1939  Biathal Wome | 10523 | 10366 | 103.7 | 201.4 | 10543 

ea 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES IN CANADA, AUGUST, 1939 
tare eenernnenerme ae none UU Ls L797 


Monthly statements of sales for twelve lines of retail business dealing 
chiefly in food, clothing and household requirements reveal increased sales in August 
of this year compared with last for seven trades and declines for the other five. 


Excepting only variety stores and the clothing and footwear trades, all lines of busi- 
ness were up from July. 


The index of grocery and meat store sales gained 13 per cent in August 
over the same month last year. This index is based on results for chain stores only 
and may not reflect the trend in food retailing as a whole including both chains and 
independents. Furniture store sales recorded an increase of 6 per cent; music and 
radio store sales were up 3 per cent and hardware store sales, 1 per cent. Variety 
store sales reported an increase of 4 per cent, while sales in men's clothing stores 
were slightly higher than in August, 1938. Candy store sales were 3 per cent higher 
than in August last year, Department store sales, boot and shoe store sales and drug 
store sales were all down 2 per cent. ‘jomen's clothing store sales were 4 per cent 
lower, while restaurant receipts dropped per cent. 


The summary of department store sales by economic divisions disclosed 
increased sales in only the Maritime Provinces where there was an advance of 3 per cent 
over August, 1938. ‘hile sales in the Prairie Provinces were on a par with sales in 
the same month last year, declines were recorded in other sections as follows: Ontario, 
li per cent, British Columbia, 3 per cent and Quebec, h per cent. 


Variety store sales were higher in Quebec, British Columbia and Ontario, 
Where gains were recorded of 6, l, and 3 per cent respectively. There was a Slight de- 
grease in the Prairie Provinces, but the Maritime Provinces reported a drop of 3 per 
cent. 


Drug store sales increased l, per cent in British Columbia, 2 per cent 
in the Maritime Provinces and 1 per cent in Quebec, but declines of 3 and 6 per cent 
occurred in Ontario and the Prairie Provinces respectively. 


British Columbia was the only region recording increased sales in both 
men's and women's clothing stores. Men's clothing store sales increased in the Mari- 
time Provinces and women's clothing store sales were hicher in the Prairie Provinces, 
but in all other divisions declines were reported. 


Substantial increases were recorded in chain grocery and meat store 
Sales in all sections of the Dominion. 


Sales of 19 departmental firms reporting sales by departments decreased 
Ll per cent below August, 1935. An increase of ) per cent in hardware sales was reporte- 
ed with a slight increase in sales of home furnishings the only other advance. Sales 
of men’s and women's clothing were approximately 1S per cent lower in each case, while 
the decline in boot and shoe sales was 1 per cent. Although declines in most other 
ispartments were of a minor nature, sales of radios and musical instruments fell off 
Ly per cent and sales of stationery departments were 6 per cent lower. 


On page 9 of this report will be found the July summary of department 
itore sales by departments which was not available in time for inclusion in our July 
Mlletin, Total sales of the 19 firms reporting in that month were almost 1 per cent 
ligher than in July, 1938, increases in the various departments outnumbering decreases 
Sto 6. In almost all cases, variations from sales in July, 1938, were comparatively 
‘light. 
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Jewellery Store Sales 


Sales figures submitted by a representative number of jewellery stores 
in Canada for August, 1939, showed an advance of + tol per cent over August last 
year, while a gain of 1) per cent over July, 1939, was recorded. 


Ottawa Department Store Sales 


Sales of Ottawa department stores in August averaged 6 per cent lower 
than in August, 1938, but incrcasod 3 per cont over July, 1939. 


Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1948 and 1939 
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UNADJUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES--(AVERAGE FOR 1936 = = 1.00) 


St a re ee 


as ss a ne 
tt Ree 
‘Year and Month Ontario | Preirie British 


- : Provinces! Columbia 


Meeust, 1936 .....e.5 TOs 90.9 
msust, 1937 ....0.. 64. 96.6 
Meret, 1930 1s 4.0. 66 85.4 
August, 1939 ...... 64. 89.1 
fe 39 
ECE. ke ao ves athens 76.0 Tas0 
April .....ee, oe 105.1 92.8 
Bs 4% ek 89.8 95.8 
BED 44Gb hoes ak ae 96.6 
BE V5 eae ses K% 7052 87.2 
Ppgust. ... Ke 64.8 oh Pek 
7, Change, 
pupuet, 1939 ....% - 2.6 
August, 1938 
% Change, 
Jan.-August, 1939 * hee 


Jan.-August, 1938 


Must, 1936°...... 
Mest, 1937 .cosses 
Mest, 1938. ..car ; 
Mist, 19:39). cs.cee 


mcust, 1939 ...6. 
August, 1938 

f Change, 
Jan.-august, 1939 
Jan.-august, 1938 


mish, 1936 convene 
Mest, 1937 .escece 
aa: ) sar 
Mecust, 1939 ....0. : 


EE a eFe ial ohne late ante 
BPAEUIS EH: tees 'ete's seve 
~ Change, 
mreust, 1939 ws 
August, 1938 
o Change, 


Jan, -August, 1939 
Jan.-Aygust, 1938 


(a) Figures for the Maritime Provinces are withheld to avoid disclosing individual 
operations. 

(c) Includes men's furnishings. 

(f) Final figures. 
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DEPARTNENTAL STORE SALES IN CANADA BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


AUGUST, 1938: AND AUGUST, 1939 


(Based on sales of 19 firms) 
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DEPARTMENTAL STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTS) DEPARTMENTS 
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(Based on sales of 19 firms) 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES, SEPTEMBER, 1939 

The sudden increase in retail purchasing throughout Canada on 
the outbrea. of the war is reflected in retail trade Statistics for Septem- 
ber, composite figures for twelve lines of business dealing chiefly in food, 
clothing and household requirements revealing a gain of 24 per cent from 
August and an increase of 12 per cent Compared with September a year ago. 
The general index, unadjusted for number of business days or seasonal move~ 
ments, and on the base 1930=100 Stands at 90.8 for sepbember,), L959. “7s 24 
Por August and 81.1 for September, 1938. The increase of 24 per cent over 
August was much greater than the usual seasonal movement; the general index 
Mm sales for September, adjusted both for number of business days and for 
oc seasonal movements stands at 87.4, up 7 per cent from August and 
igher than for any month recorded since July, 1931. ° The inerease in dollar 
fOlume of retail trade must be attributed partly to increase in prices and 
partly to increased volume of goods sold but how much of the Bain in dollar 


Sales should be attributed to each of these two factors cannot be deter 
nined. 


Men's clothing Stores, women's clothing stores, BuO Cery) ang 
rombination stores and hardware stores WETecTLYSt (in point ofevaew or ine 
‘reased business compared with September a year &ZOe . oales, OF men’s ciloth- 
mg stores averaged 17 per cent higher in September of this year than last, 
sults on a regional basis revealing increases of 17 per Cent Tor, tus 
aritime Provinces and Quebec, 14 per cent for Ontario. .26 per cent. for vores 
Meirie Provinces, and 20 per cent for British Columbia. Women's clothing 
tore sales averaged 15 per cent higher in September, 1939, than in the 
Orresponding month a year ago. Sales in the Maritime Provinces were Upee 
er cent; Quebec, 13 per cent; Ontario, 13 per cent; the Prairie Provinces, 
Hper cent; and British Columbia, 19 per cent. 


Grocery and combination stores did 15 per cent more business 
m September of this year than last. This ratio is based on returns sub- 
Meted by all the larger chain store companies supplemented by figures re- 
eaved for the first time from some 1,200 independent retail grocery and 
oOmbination stores. While each store was asked to report its total cash and 
Pedit sales for September 1938 and 1939, a certain number of respondents 
MdGicated that they reported their total cash receipts including cash sales 
ui cash received on account. Several independent stores indicated that 
Meir increased September business was composed of more than the usual pro- 
MeriOn of credit sales and that a comparison of their cash receipts under- 
Mimated the actual increase in goods sold in September of this year com- 
aed with last. But sinee a large proportion of the crocery credit buginees 
mee a monthly basis, it is doubtful if this factor materially affects. the 
mults obtained. 


Gains in food store sales were due largely to increased de- 
mer for sugar and flour, comnuodities whose combined sales normally account 
meaot more than between 15 and 20 per cent of the total sales volume OF. 
meecry and combination stores. It must also be remembered that increased 
Mang took place mainly in the first two weeks of the month under review 
Mehat the gain for the month as a whole is not indicative of the o2bre 
Siness transacted when demand was at its peak. 


in 2ntvieipation of increased prices for metal goods, hardware 
G@re sales gained 14 per cont in September of this year over last. po 
Moment store sales were up by 13 per cent for the country as a whole, in- 
Gases for the various territorial divisions being 8 pee cent for the 
Mitimes, 11 per cont for Quebec, 10 per cent for Ontario, 22 per cent 
Bethe Prairie Provinces, and 16 per cent for British Columbia. Lurger 
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than average gains in the Prairie Provinces reflect the increased purchas-— 
ing power Coming into the hands of consumers in thesc districts consequent 
upon improved crops and farm Prices, 


A comparison of department st ; 
‘ ore sales by departments reflects 
similar trends to those shown by corres : 


food and kindred products were uy 


piece are up a1 per cent; ments clothing and furnishings, 19 per 
cent; women’s and children's apparel; 14 per cent; and shoes and other 
footwear, 12 per cent. Furniture Sales were down by 2 per cent and sta- 


tionery, books ana magazines were off by 5 per cents. All other depart- 
ments registercd minor gains. 


€ Boot and shoe store sales were up ll per Gent from September, 

1938 ; variety store sales were up 10 per cent: furniture store sales, 8 per 
tent; and restaurants, 4 per cent. Candy stores did 4 per-cent less busi-= 
less than in September 1938 while salcs of drug stores and radio and music 
itores gained 1 per cent and 2 per cent respectively. 

| 

‘s Figures relating to the sale of jewellery stores have recently 
een added to this monthly survey. Jewellery store sales were 14 per cent 
in September of this year than last and were up 19 per cent from 
ugust. 


Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1938 and 1939 
by Kinds of Business 
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Change is less than 0.1 per cent- 
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UNADJUSTED INDEX WUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES--(AVERAGE FOR 1936 » 100) 


Maritime ee British 
Year and vonth || camana | Meritine. ee 


Men's Clothing Stores(c) 


September, 1936 ., 109.9 
September, 1937 ., 109.0 
September, 1938 .. 94.1 
September, 1939 ., 113.0 
739 

April eeeeoneecee 92.8 
May evceeereore ce 95.8 
BAITS "ePoket veel 6° e°e"e's 96.6 
DIRLY Pel dtatet tel elshsl ve 87.5 
August ere recece S760 
September ...... 113.0 
% Change, 

September, 1 ) 

eptember, 1939 +20 91 


September, 1948 
% Change, 
Jan.-Sept., 1939 
Jan.-Sept., 1948 


Women's Clothing Stores 
September, 1936 .. 93.9 84.1 oat 


Bee 100. 102.2 
September, 1937 .. 99.2 101.3 95. pee 95.3 106.4 
September, 1938 .. 96.5 99.1 90.3 97:7 93.4 100.8 
September, 1939 .. 110.5 108.2 16251 110.0 122.2 119.6 
1939 
ord csc eee e ese 125.5 123.2 123.3 125.4 126.4 142.1 
SS A 104.5 130.7 ee Le O71 100.7 7 
BUnewer eset les. PON. 7 134.5 112.2 100.0 95.3 108.8 
Uy care cote fe 80.1(f 96.5 8).7 76.0 6.6 Shae 
Parustis. . sf82 54 69.0 93.1 63.2 65.14, Th. 85.7 
September ...... 110.5 108.2 102.1 110.0 122.2 119.6 
% Change, 
ee +1h,.6 + 9.2 +13.1 +12.6 +31.0 +18.7 


fo Change, 
Jans-Sept., 1939 


Jan.-Sept., 193 Bat 


Meee - 2.3 - 4.6 


September, 1936 ../I 96.3 115.3 
September, 1937 .. 108.3 (a) 100.6 107.5 125.7 113.4 
September, 1938 .. 106.9 (a) 103.5 106.3 ene oT 10150 
September, 1939 .. 122.6 (a) sie ee 122.2 . 135.3 124.5 
2939 
i ee TiOs ie) (a) 1257 19.5 97.3 98.9 
A Tee 115.9 (a) 119.4, 116.7 109.5 108.8 
MEE <oclesc oc esos 19.4 (a) 129.6 125.7 136.8 136.7 
BURA waa cede yo 4 105.4 (a) 99.6 TON A 120.0 109.9 
A 109.8 (a) 100.0 106.7 135.3 lehe? 
September ...... : ay ee lee.e 135.3 124.5 
% Change, 
September, 1939 
eet oabar, 155 +1h.6 (a) +13.2 +15.0 +12.7 +23,3 
% Change, 
pen.-Sept., 1939 + 5.8 (a) + Bao + 5,3 + 9 + O48 


Jan.-Sept., 19% 
@) Figures for the Waritime Provinces aro withheld to avoid disclosing individual ie 
Operations. (b)The index of grocery and meat store sales for September was constructed from 
returns submitted by all the larger chain store companies and by 1200 independent stores 
Which reported comparative sales figures for September of this year and last. Indexes for 
Parlier months of 1939 were computed from chain figures only. The introduction of the re- 
Sults for independent stores permits a more accurate comparison between September of this 
year and last but prevents a legitimate comparison between September and sugust of 1939, 
€) Includes men's furnishings. \f) Final figures. 
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UNADJUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES-~(AVERAGE FOR 1936 = 100) 
AR tan aac to nina Dl a A Md 


Maritime { 
Provinces : 


CANADA 


{ 


Year and Month 


September, 1936 ., 
September, 1937 .. 
September, 1938 .. 
September, 1939 ., 
2939 
Bet na se Beieie 0:0:5 
MM Os niathieik sis « & 
BIG a anisie arts +6 « 
Bd Veins. 0: 0:0) «, ¢, <,0°< 
BRIE Care 0140. ald :e 
September ....., 
% Change, 
September, 1939 .| 
September, 1948 
% Change, 
Jan.-Sept., 1939 


Jan.-Sept., 1938] (2) % 


S 


Mies * 
oc 


September, 1936 ..j1 95.0 | 97.5 96.2 91.8 103.5 93.3 
September, 1937 .. 99.8 1071 104.5 96.8 99.2 102.1 
September, 1938 .. 98.7 | 100.7 10,.2 Oh5 103.9 106.1 
September, 1939 ..]] 108.0 111.0 118e7 101.3 106.5 Liles 
1939 
a 96.) 92.1 104.1 93.0 92.6 102.8 
Vine sees. 040k 101,48 97.6 15657 93.6 98.8 105.0 
BOS he asey ieee, 109.5 114.3 126.0 104.2 96.3 103.4, 
BUY Wait iaia's «ste ae lt, 102.0 103.1 114.6 95.2 98. 106.2 
BUPUST CRea a. 6% 94.5(f) 98.3 103.1 88.0 88.4 alse 
September ......|| 108.0 WTIRO nie ss 101.3 106.5 Lies 
6 Change, 
September, 1 
cepteubae: — + 9.5 +10.2 +13.9 ae + 2,5 + h.9 
, Change, | | 
Jans-Sept., 1939 & 
Jan.-Sept., 1038 TOs #156 | - 0.5 a L.5 - 0.8 ono + Gino 


Drug Stores 


Sptember, 1936 ../1 100.6 } 98.5 97.6 

eptember, 1937 ..|| 110.2 | 108.2 108.9 117.0 
eptember, 1938 ../| 107.6 | 101.0 104.6 114.0 
eptember, 1939 ..]} 108.8 109.2 105.4 LU 
939 

Weekes. |’ 106,7 104.9 106.7 101s? 
Mt se5s0s st 106.5 oleae 110.1 105.1 
Sa Adeuepiedinceieling | MRS etter 103.8 103.7 103.9 
DULY ceeeseeeese] 103.3(p) 105.7 103.0 106.0 
MUS weesesisss |] 103.2 109.8 103.8 109.6 
September ......]] 108.8 109.2 105.4 114.6 
Change, 

September, 1939 

September, 1938 eed iGo l + 0.8 + O95 


Change, 
Jan.-Seot., 1939 
Jan.-Sept., 194 


St yee ennenmmemeec: weeeeennes_ a pS a: oa es. 


+ 3.6 


—— 
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DEPARTMENTAL STORE SALES IN CANADA, I BY Y SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
SEPT EMBER, 1948 AND SEPTi EMBER, 2, 1939 
a a sy 790 AND SEPT EMB EE 
(Based on sales of 18 firms) _ 


% Change 
1939/38 


Ye September September 
1938 1939 
an ; 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPART 


“1. Women! s dresses, coats and suits elereis al e,0-ele/ctalevec ete Fe 1 3600 


1,935, 866 


Meee eadd infants! Wear .iesscss oes oceeieee cece 716, 286 806,997 


eS SS ae 


a Hosiery and gloves SRGis. 68% wievale w'e'e' ei 6 efediele oa oe ele 80 ,505 1,006,691 


695 , 16 812,38 


405 , 943 
6. Women's and children's apparel - (Total, 1-5) . h,967,935 
g Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings .......|| 2,189,841 | 2,601,369 

502,230 52h, 783 


8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ...e. 


j 
9. Piece goods pt 1,456,092 1,767,688 


0. Smallwares ‘tS AU Meet ne ray ic eh te 61h, 335 650,055 
M. Food and Benoved Products) /s..\.0 s,s 4 eles vee tieleie’e aie eel a Leo rOuOse 2,065,106 
2. Furniture (including mattresses, springs) ...+..]] 1,129,062 1,105,516 
3. Home furnishings ssssccccccscvesccccevereveveeee!| 1,318,877 | 1,380,600 | 
i. Household appliances and electrical supplies ...! 622,282 632,721 
d+ Hardware and kitchen utensils ssssseseeesesseees 572,529 58,500 
6. Radios, musical instruments and supplies ...eoes 386,192 399 ,123 


i. Shoes and other footwear ceccecccccconsevesvcece 1,556,595 1,79,93 
&. Stationery, books and magazines wreccvceevesoees 282,528 364,274 


m All other departments, total ..sccocscsceeesecess| 2,059,603 £2,257 5559 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES, OCTCBER, 1939 


or textile products, but a return to more normal buying habits in the case of foodstuffs 


ere the outstanding features of the retail trade of Canada during the month of October. 


Continued brisk demand for household furnishings, for jewellery and 
the figures for twelve lines of business de 


aling chiefly in foods, clothing and 
gher in October of this year than last and 
evealed a gain of i per cent over September, unadjusted indexes of sales on the 1930 


91.1 for September and 87.0 for October, 1938. 


The 6 per cent increase in Sales in October of this year compared 
rably below the 12 per cent gain which was recorded in the corres- 
bonding September comparison but is higher than results obtained in earlier months, 


\ ths of the current year standing 2 per cent above 


with last is conside 


cumulative totals for the firstten mon 


the corresponding period of 1938. Differences in number of business days and, in parti- 
dular, differences in the number of Saturdays occuring in different months have an 
important effect upon these sales comparisons. There were five Saturdays in September 
his year and four a year ago whereas in October the relative numbers were reversed. 
jomparisons based on average daily sales rather than monthly totals and in which account 
§ taken of the varying sales importance of different days of the week showed gains of 

} per cent for September and 10 per cent for October against corresponding months of 


938. 


Most pronounced gains occurred in sales of department stores, men's 
md women's clothing stores and furniture stores. Department store sales were 15 per 
ent higher than in October a year ago, with increases recorded in all regions of the 
ountry. In the Prairie Provinces, the gain was 23 per cent and in the Maritime Provin- 
es, ee per cent. Increases of 12 and 10 per cent were reported for Ontario and Quebec 
espectively, while a smaller gain of 5 per cent occurred in British Columbia. 


Sales of 21 departmental firms reporting sales by departments aver- 
ged 16 per cent higher than in October last year. The only decline was for stationery 
md books where sales were down lh per cent. Marked gains occurred in sales of clothing, 
oots and shoes and dry goods. Sales of men's clothing gained 30 per cent, while the 
Nerease for women's clothing was 21 per cent. Boot and shoe sales were 22 per cent 
igher and an increase of 21 per cent was reported for sales of piece goods. In the 
Ousehold group, increases were as follows: lh per cent for household appliances, 12 
er cent for hardware, 10 per cent for furniture, 9 per cent for radio and music and 


‘per cent for home furnishings. Food sales were only fractionally higher than in Octo- 
er, 1948. 


Sales of men's clothing stores averaged 12 per cent higher for the 
Ominion than in October, 1938, The Maritime Provinces showed improvement of 18 per 
ent, and sales in Ontario were 16 per cent higher. An increase of ll per cent was re- 
Orded in British Columbia, while sales in both Quebec and the Prairie Provinces were 
Oper cent higher. Compared with the 8 per cent increase in sales of women's clothing 
bores in Canada over October, 1938, gains in the various regions were as follows: 
Pitish Columbia, 14 per cent; the Maritime Provinces, 12 per cent; Ontario, ll per 
ent; the Prairie Provinces, 7 per cent and Quebec, 3 per cent. Furniture store sales 
MAGreased 9 per cent over October, 1938. 


Grocery store sales reacted from the sharp upturn reflected in 
igures for September when the occurrence of five Saturdays together with abnormal de- 
amd for staple food products resulted in a net increase of 16 per cent over September 
year ago. Sales for the month of Octcvoer were only one per cent above October, 1938, 
wWever, comparisons based on average daily sales reveal quite similar results for 
sptember and October. Average daily sales were $ por cent higher in Septenuber of this 
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a than last with October showing a gain of 8 per cent. Purchases in Western Canada 
ero Still considerably higher than in October, 1938, gains of 8 per cont in British 
Olumbia and 7 per cent in the Prairie Provinces being recorded. Sales in both Ontario 
nd Quebec were 1 per cent lower than in October last year. 


f 
Variety store sales in the Dominion were 3 per cent higher than in 
tober, 1938. Increases of per cent occurred in both Ontario and British Columbia, 
file sales in the Maritime Provinces and in the Prairie Provinces were 1 per cent 
ower « Sales in Quebed were approximately the same as in October last year. 

j Other groups reporting increased sales over last October were as 
Ollows: restaurants, 4 per cent; music and radio stores, 4 per cent and hardware 
tores, 2 per cent. Declines of 3 per cont occurred in sales of both boot and shoe 
ores and candy stores. Drug store sales were also down 1 per cent and, although there 
§ a reported increase of 2 per cent for Quebec, decreases of 1 per cent were shown for 
le Maritime Provinces, the Prairie Provinces and British Columbia, and 2 per cent for 


ntario. 

‘ Figures reported by a representative number of jewellery stores 

iroughout Canada reflected increased sales of 15 per cent over October, 1948, for that 
Ce 
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( Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1938 and 1939 
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i by Kinds of Business 


October, 1949 


Cumulative 
+Or, = per cent Indexes 


compared with 
October October September Jan.-Oct., 1949 
1940 1948 1949 Jan.-Oct., 1938 

+. 5.9 


ata aa Pet ee ee 


ind of Business 


7 


mers EHGCKis ».o es 6 


ots BNIeSHOSS a» o\s% ea aoe Ae ~ 3.4 
ndy DU Mele, Si dlawer sw leceshie =a TAe) + 3.0 i el 
Mee Clothing «ose + 12.0 + 16.4 - 0.8 
men's Clothing .... +. 2738 PIs =) One 
Martmental ....eees + 14.9 + 12,8 + 2,0 
UZS soveeveaceseees wo Led + 450 + Lb 
IT OL 5's gibaiii'ss «8s + \Oab +) 101.5 + 2,0 
‘oceries and Meats . + 0.6 pn ea Ps + 5, 
BE One ho the cis 0s ok + kee - 6.6 (e) 
Sic and Radio ..... + 4,2 + 8.4 ae 
BUILT ANL 5 eecresees + L.3 5) *Oee = ee 
A teen + L.6 +p” ech 


) Change is less than 0.1 per cent. 
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dune eeeeececceses 114.8 96.6 
July eeoeeeresee 98.8 S75 
August eeececeece 89.1 87.6 
September ..... 104.4 11037 
‘October eeersceec 12,5 1276 
Chauge, 
October, 1939 
Detober, 1936 +18.0 +11.1 
Change, 
Jan.-Oct., 1939 
Jan.-Oct., 1936]| We 


ne Women's Clothing Stores 
tober, 1930... eye MLaOn 
ober, 1937 ... 
tober, 1938 ... 


tober, 1939 ... 
eee 


aA are 
ES ee 
September iekeve 
ME CODEY cccceve 
Change, 
tober. 1939 
letober, 1936 
Change, 
Jan.-Oct., 1939 


Jan. -Oct. 3 1936] 


Meer, 1946 ... 108. 


tober, 1937 ... 117.5 
sober, 1938 ... 108.8 
wober, 1939 ... 109, 

9 

re 115.9 
ER 129.4 
(aa 105.4 (f) 
gust cece eses 109.8 

| | 


hange, 
an.-Oct., 1939 


an.-Oct., 1958] 


Figures for the Maritime Provinces are withheld to avoid disclosing individual opera- 
te. (b) Beginning with September, 1939, the index of grocery and meat store sales was 
Structed from returns submitted oy all the larger chain store companies and by 1,200 
Spendent stores which reporteu sales figures for corresponding months’ of this year and 
t. Indexes for earlier months of 1949 were computed from chain figures only. The 
roduction of the results fcr independent stores permits a more accurate comparison bet~- 
a September of this year and last but prevents a legitimate comparison between September 


| August of 1939. (¢) Includes inen's furnishings. (f) Final figures. 
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UNADJUSTED INDEX X NUMBERS OF RETAIL (Se oe FOR 1936 = 100) 
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Change is less than 0.1 per cent. 
Final figures. 
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: DEPARTMENTAL STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTWENTS 
g OCTOBER, 1938 AND OCTOBER, 1030 > 


(Based on sales of ©1 Pirns) 
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TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS 21,255,638 | al, 713,102 | +463 
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, Women's dresses, coats and suits Pe ery, 


2,810,574 | + 22.9 
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Women's and children's apparel > (Totabwde5) ... Dall, poe 6,558, 884 } + 20.7 


} 
Pesala 
{ 
} 


Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings .......1| 2,852,083 + 29.8 


Drugs and toilet articles and Preparatlonsii asus 52h, 58% 37,069 


Piece goods SERS CO 2) 01M COLO 6 (0.0 (8 '9)/0G16 197 8: Oe 870.6 9) 010 ere eo oro 1,618,957 1,961, 213 
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Household appliances and electrical supplies coll 643,126 Tel, 175 | + Eaae 

Hardware and kitchen utensils Toes Ce 623, 355 699,966 | + 12.3 
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Mumccner departments, total c.usccesscescereecee 2,164,180 2,445,811 | + 13.1 
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Extent of the brisk Christmas buying in December, 1939 is reflected in 
‘etail trade statistics for that month, dollar volume of. sales for twelve kinds of 
retail business for which figures are available averaging 38 per cent higher than in 
fovember and 9 per cent above the level of December, 1938. The general index of sales, 
madjusted for number of business days or for seasonal variations and on the base 1930 
quals 100, stands at 122.2 for December, 1939, 88.6 for November, 1949 and 112.6 for 
lecember, 1948. Retail sales in December, 1949 reached the highest peak recorded for 


my month in the past nine years; they were Slightly lower than in December, 1930 when 
he index stood at 125.5. 


The 9 per cent increase compared with December, 1938, is a continuation 
f gains recorded in corresponding-month comparisons for the preceding four months. 
he marked gain from November brought the underlying trend in retail purchasing back to 
level approximately equal to that recorded in the first months of the war; the 
eneral index, adjusted both for number of business days and for normal seasonal varia- 


ions, stands at 87.5 for December, 1939, 83.3 for November, 88.6 for October and 
7.6 for September. 


| 


Average monthly sales during 1939 were 3 per cent higher than in 1938, 
ine of the twelve lines of business reporting an increase. Comparison of retail sales 
ndexes for the past year shows that sales during each of the first four months lagged 
ehind figures for the corresponding months of 1938, A series of increases then began 
n May which, except for a slight lapse in July, continued throughout the remainder of 
Ine year, and at a generally increasing rate. The most pronounced gain recorded during 
939 was that for September, when uncertainty attendant upon the beginning of the war 
gused abnormal purchasing with a gain of 12 per cent in sales over September, 1938. 


Sales of boot end shoe stores showed the greatest improvement during 
ecember, with a gain of 16 per cent over sales in the same month of 1948. This was not 
ufficient, however, to outweigh a long series of declines recorded in earlier months, 
ith the result that cumulative figures for the year were 2 per cent below corresponding 
igures for 1938. Furniture store sales gained 15 per cent over December, 1938, while 
ales for the year were , per cent above 1938. Hardware store sales increased 11 per 

ent in December and were up 1 per cent on the year, while sales of music and radio 

fores increased 5 per cent over December, 1938, and 2 per cent in the annual comparison. 
Ithough restaurant receipts and candy store sales were up 6 and 5 per cent respectively 
ver December, 1938, average monthly sales for these groups during the year 1939 fell off 
,and 1 per cent below corresponding figures for 1938, 


Sales for December, 1939, were higher than for December, 1938, in all 
petions of the country for those lines of business for which regional figures are 
ailable. Gains reported for the Maritime Provinces, however, averaged somewhat higher 
wan those for other regions. Increases in the Prairie Provinces were, in most cases, 
Lightly higher than those reported in Ontario and Quebec, where increases were closely 
Rlated to the increases recorded for the Canada totals. Smaller than average gains 

Wre reported in British Columbia. 


Sales of department stores were up 9 per cent for December and 3 per 

mt for the year. December sales in the Maritime Provinces were 25 per cent higher, 
ile in Quebec, Ontario and the Prairie Provinces gains of between 9 and 10 per cent 
fe reported. The increase in British Columbia was 2 per cent over December, 1948, 
iMual increases ranging from 2 per cent in British Columbia to 7 per cent in the Mari- 
ime Provinces were recorded in all regions of the country. 


Sales of a representative number of jewellery stores in Canada were eh per 
int higher in December, 1939, than in the same month of 1948. 
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Increases in sales of variety store 


S in Canada amounted to 10 per cent 
over December, 1938, ana l per cent over a 


nnual totals for 1938. Gains recorded by the 
‘various economic divisions over December, 1938, were as follows: 1h per cent for the 
‘Maritime Provinces, 11 per cent for Quebec, 10 per cent for the Prairie Provinces, and 8 
‘psr cent for both Ontario and British Columbia. Gains in annual averages over 1938 
ranged from 1 per cent in the Prairie Provinces to 5 per cent in Quebec, 


Drug store sales in Canada were up 8 per cent over December, 1938, and 2 


per cent over the year 1938. In the Maritime Provinces, sales increased 2] per cent over 
December of the previous year, other increases being 11 per cent in the Prairie Provinces, 
8 per cent in Quebec, and 6 per cent in both Ontario and British Columbia. Annual 

ep creees wore from 1 to 5 per cent higher. 


Sales of men's clothing stores increased 9 per cent over December, 1938, 


while annual sales for 1939 were 1 per cent higher than sales in the previous year. An 


increase of 22 per cent was recorded in the Maritime Provinces over December, 1938, while 


Sales in the Prairie Provinces gained 15 per eent in the same comparisoh. Other increases 
recorded over December, 1938, were as follows: 9 per cent in Ontario and British Columbia 
and 4, per cent in Quebec, Increases recorded by the various rogions over annual totals 
for 1938 were 4. per cent in the Maritime Provinces, Prairie Provinces and British 


Columbia, and 1 per cent in Ontario. Sales in Quebec during 1939 were 1 per cent lower 
than in 1938, 


Much the same trend prevailed in the results for women's clothing as 
that obtaining in the comparisons for men's clothing, with sales 8 per cent higher than 
in December, 1938, and 1 per cent above the annual average for 1948, Increases in various 
“6gions of the country were as follows: 18 per cent in the Maritime Provinces, 10 per 
vent in the Prairie Provinces and Ontario, 8 per cent in Quebec and British Columbia, 
wins over annual figures for 1938 were 4 per cent in the Maritime Provinees and British 
yOlumbia, 3% per cent in the Prairie Provinces and 2 per cent in Ontario. Sales in 
luebec were 1 per cent below figures for 1938, 


; Sales of grocery and meat stores increased 6 per cent both for December 
md also for the year. December sales in the Prairie Provinces were 20 per cent above 
‘ales for December, 1938, while in British Columbia the increase was 19 per cent. Gains 
han per cent in Ontario and 3 per cent in Quebee were also recorded. Annual averages 


hhowed gains within a narrow range -- between 4 per cent in British Columbia and 8 per 
ent in the Prairie Provinces. 


| The summary of department store sales by departments, contained on Page 8 
f this bulletin, shows that sales of 16 firms reporting figures on this basis increased 
O per cent over December, 1938, Substantial gains in sales of household lines were an 
utstanding feature, with gains of 19 per cent in furniture, 16 per cent in hardware, 

> per cent in home furnishings, 1% per cent in radios and musical instruments, and 11 
sr cent in household appliances being reported. Sales of men's and women's clothing 

ach showed improvement of 11 per cent, while sales of shoes and other footwear advanced 

B per cent. There was an increase of 13 per cent in sales of piece goods, while small- 
are and drug departments showed gains of 8 and 7 per cent respectively. The only decline 
bported was in sales of food departments where sales fell off B of one per cent. 


Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1938 and 1939, by Kinds of Business 
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ADJUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES ~~ (AVERAGE FOR 1936 = 100) 
Maritime Prairie 
CANADA Provinces Quebec 


Men's Clothing Stores(c) 
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Change, 
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Change, 
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Change, 
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Jan.-Dec., 1938 
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sember, 1938 .. 108-63 
rember, 1939 .. 1257 
oo 
July eee eeoeeee 109.9 
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September ....e leh.e2 
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Wovember ws... 107.8 
PecCember .eseee 128.7 
thange, 

Yecember, 1939 

Jecember, 1948 +196 
hange, 

an.-Dec., 1939 + lit 
an.-Dec., 1948 


| Figures for the Maritime Provinces are withheld to avoid disclosing individual opera- 
ins.. (b) Beginning with September, 1939, the index of grocery and meat store sales was 
structed from returns submitted by all the larger chain store companies and by lL 2uo 
lependent stores which reported sales figures for corresponding months of this year and 
&. Indexes for earlier months of 1939 were computed from chain figures only. The in- 
\duction of the results for independent stores permits a more accurate comparison 

ween September of this year and last but prevents a legitimate comparison between 
tember and August of 1939. (c) Includes men's furnishings. (f) Final figures. 
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SEADJUSTED INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL SALES--(AVERAGE FOR 1936 = 100)? 


Maritime Prairie 
Provinces Quebec Ontario | Provinces 


Pricien 
Columbia 


Year and Month CANADA 


Department Stores 


December, 1946 ..j 169.9 76.6 172 6 ; 50.6 62.20 
December, 1937 .. 178.0 186.9 189.0 185.8 L612 172.2 
December, 1938 ., L751 172.0 189.9 178.2 163.0 17.5 
halide 1939 «. 191.7 21.8 207.7 195.9 178.4 Us 
PNT waa s c's 6 io<2 86.) 772 71.9 74.0 88.3 
Oc a ae : Si.7 85.3 84.2 7547 Wee 95.4, 
September ..... 129 3 101.6 125.1 129.1 120.6 120.1 
OE GMOES Wide sae le hi(f) 125.2 128.1 122.3 161.9 122.6 
November ..eeee 126.0 131.9 128.5 126.2 128.7 112.6 
December ..sece RO Leese 214.8 207.7 195.9 178.44 177.1 
@ Change, 
December, 1949 
December, 1948 | + 9.4 +2h.69 + 964 ngae * Ook +0 A 


Change, 
Jane-Dec., 1949 


os. 


+ O9 + 6.6 + 2,8 re + Lg + 1.8 


| Variety Stores 


lecember, 1936 ey 203.3 BIE EES 184.9 228.8 
lecember, 1937 .. 209.2 elie oy ‘19.4, 23.8 
lecember, 1938 .. 209.0 226.3 198.7 28.2 
lecember, 1939 .,. 229.6 258.2 ' 219.9 267 3 
B29 
Dhl, Sea 102.0 10s. tee 106.2 
a 9.5 98.3 103.1 LLO.» 
September ..... 107.7 LLOLe 11s. lille 
OL ses se 6 112.3 Wie 118.5 ys 
November ...... 113.(f) 118.9 PLS Lee 
December ...... 229.6 258.2 pie. 267.3 
Change, 
D b 
Decsuber Tose-|| + 9-9 +d +1067 + 767 
Change, 
Jan.-Dec., 1 
| Seren cee — + 364 eee + Bolt + Lee 
| Drug Stores 
scember, 1936 a 15057 94! 1160 119.3 129.68 Vl 45.6 139.1 
scember, 1937. 138.3 157.0 128.5 139.4 13.8 16.4 
bcember, 1938 .. i 136.0 136.9 125.9 137.0 141.6 141.0 
bcember, 1939 . 70 165.6 145.8 144.8 156. 149.9 
239 
MMe tiwere. vs ¢ 103.3 105.7 103.0 103.4 Meal 106.0 
oT ee 103.2 VIO sd 103.8 102.0 100.4 109.7 
September ..... 108.3(f) 10747 104.9 105.9 bies7 112.6 
WOctober sseeees Lids2 108.5 113.0 105.1 L2Se7 116.4, 
‘November ...... 109.5 110.8 laiiee 108.5 109.2 103.5 
December . esses. 147.0 165.6 135.8 14h. 8. 156.4 149.9 
‘Change, 
December, 1949 f oF Bi 
Besenbers 1558 + 8.1 +21.0 oO re sa No +10.5 + 6.3 
‘Change, 
Jan.-Dec., 1939/1 , 2.3 + h.6 + 3.9 + 0.9 + h.2 + 0.7 


ale » 1938 


+) Final figures. 
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Department Store Sales in Canada, by Selected Departments 


December, 194 


(Based on sales of 16 firms) 


December December 
1938 1939 


| 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ...eeee. 


Women's Dresses, coats and suits i ce ale 


Girls' and infants! wear ae 


| 


Hosiery and gloves Sooner eee reeves ecee seven, 


Lingerie and corsets sortase 
Millinery e@eoeeesee ee ee see oe eoeeseeseeeevesrgoases 
Women's and children's apparel - (Total, ial! 
Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings 4) 
Drugs and toilet articles and preparations a 
Piece goods @eeeoeovoes sea eeveeeesereoeveeveveeoseve egos 


Smallwares ie 


meeonmern KIMITed (PPOAUGEA, sateccenedesscetesed 


Furniture (including mattresses, springs) ... 
POMC PLUPNISHINES seccusegecdscsvcvesescsavess 


Household appliances and electrical supplies} 


Hardware and kitchen utensils rt eecececcecece 
Radios, musical instruments and supplies .... 
Shoes and other footwear cecoeccscevccvessere 
Stationery, books and magazines éutonte ype 


All other departments, total escsccccvscseces 


and December, 1949 


32,632,174 


2,268,574, 


1,156,810 


1,967,530 


1,706,798 


232,030 


7,331, 7h2 


1,405,874, 


1,374,940 


1,773,603 


1,558,757 


2,52h,156 


992 , 021 


1,605 , 1,36 


631,491 


710,983 


B07, 708 


2,272,306 


1,268, 416 


5,621,841 


35,804,912 


2,576,099 


1,265,016 


27117, 360 


1,909,302 


253,436 


8,115,233 


4,905, 814, 


1,464,713 


2,007,432 


1,68), 865 


2,512,602 


1,175,349 


1,852,473 


703,992 


821,526 


631,858 


2,685,916 


1,308,510 


5,93, 629 


vy Change 


1939/38 


+ 13.6 


+ 11.9 


=e Lea 


+ 1163 


+ Losec 


+. 15.5 
+ 1304 


+ 18.5 
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